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A farewell from...
your Editor,
Yasmin Powell

Want to get involved with The H?

Have you got a flair for writing; a drive 
for digging out the latest news; a 
passion for putting across your views 
and opinions? Then why not join The H 
team?
We are always on the lookout for bud-
ding future journalists to join the team 
to bring our termly newspaper to life.
Even if you don’t aspire to a future ca-
reer in journalism, you can still help by 
submitting story ideas and features for 
the team. Make sure to get in touch 
so we can give your news article or 
achievement the coverage it deserves 
by emailing 
theheditorial@hswv.co.uk 

• The views in this newspaper are those of the author and not necessarily those of Highfields School.
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Sadly, for many of us on The H team, it’s time to 
bid farewell.
The team has once again worked tirelessly with 
Miss Banks and Miss Nash to incorporate 
interesting features and articles into the 
magazine, giving an insight into the many events, 
activities and success stories from around school, 
as well as opinion pieces about issues affecting young people.
Our team has been involved in creating this termly magazine over the past two years and, without a 
doubt, The H has always turned out how we wanted it to.
However, the original magazine team from Year 11 - consisting of Joe Regan, Louise Saul-Braddock, 
Charis Ukaeze, Anika Patel, Ella Birch, Will Hyatt and I - are now in our final year of school, and with 
GCSEs coming up, it’s time to hang up our journalistic caps. 
We feel as though The H has significantly helped us to develop our writing and reporting skills and we 
now look forward to our futures.
I hope you enjoy reading our latest edition, and would encourage all Year 9 and 10 students to get 
involved with The H to continue what we are proud to have started.
Happy reading! 

Yasmin

Duke of 
Edinburgh’s 

Award success 
celebrated  

Budding medical students
in University visit

Ten students from Year 10 visited the prestigious University of Birmingham to at-
tend an Insight into Medicine and Dentistry day. 
Accompanied by Mr A Dean, Highfields’ Head of Maths & Science Learning 
School, and Dr Sohal, the students got involved in a wide range of activities at 
the university’s medical school, which is located next to the modern Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital. Students heard from a practising doctor and dentist about 
their working life, as well as from current medical students, whilst there was a 
careers talk about the wide range of jobs available in the NHS, beyond being 
a doctor or a dentist. Students also got the chance to get involved in a wide 
variety of practical activities, including learning how to perform CPR and shock 
someone’s heart into beating, how to take blood pressure and how to measure 
peak flow, the speed that someone can breathe out, which is useful in monitor-
ing lung function in people who have conditions such as asthma.
The university is undergoing a multi-million pound redevelopment, and High-
fields students had the chance to walk through the beautiful campus and see 
some of the new buildings and landscapes which have been created.
Mr Dean said: “This was a great opportunity for Highfields students to under-
stand better what is involved in studying for a medicine related degree, and 
also to see that students from comprehensive schools like Highfields are wel-
come and can make the grade. 
“Our students were a credit to the school, getting involved and asking some 
good questions of the speakers on the day.”

Intrepid students were honoured 
for their success on the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award scheme with 
a celebration evening.
Former Highfields teacher, Sir Mi-
chael Griffiths, who was awarded 
a knighthood for his services to 
education, presented certificates 
along with Lisa Atkinson, DofE 
Area Manager.
A total of 76 DofE Bronze, Silver 
and Gold certificates were hand-
ed out on the night.
All Bronze students have had to 
complete at least three months 
of volunteering, learning a new 
skill with a physical element, as 
well as a two-day practice and 
assessed expedition at Llandrinio.
The Silver Award includes at least 
six months of volunteering, with 
a three-day assessed expedition 
to Llandrinio and the Long Mynd. 
The Gold Award students com-
pleted all of these sections, over 
12 months, as well as a gruelling 
four-day practice and assessed 
expedition in Snowdonia and the 
Lake District. They also complet-
ed a four-day residential shared 
experience with other young 
people.
The seven Gold Award recipients 
were Miss L McKenna-Fraser, 
who has been working as an 
apprentice this year for Highfields 
School, Highfields Sixth Form stu-
dent Shifani Passap, and former 
students Alice Barrie, Rachel 
Clarke, Jemma Payne, Owen 
and Kent Stavenuiter.
Mr C Moody, Highfields’ DofE 
Co-ordinator, said: “This year has 
been really positive for the Duke 
of Edinburgh Gold Award pro-
gramme.  
“They have all been on an in-
credible journey and they have 
had many memorable experi-
ences that will stay with them for 
the rest of their lives.”

• Take a look at some photo-
graphs from our celebration 
ceremony on Page 24

 Highfields’ upcoming 
productions revealed  
We are delighted to announce Highfields’ next production will be musical com-
edy, The Addams Family, followed by feel-good family favourite, Beauty and 
the Beast. The Addams Family, which depicts a ghoulish American family with 
an affinity for all things macabre, will be staged from November 6th-8th and 
feature students from Years 10-13. Beauty and the Beast will be staged from 
February 26th-28th 2020 by students from Years 7-9. Auditions are set to take 
place following the Easter holidays, with rehearsals due to start soon after. 
Summer Schools will also be held for both casts, which will run during the first 
week of the holidays, from July 22nd-26th. The Summer School, which will take 
place from 10am-3pm every day, promises to be a fun packed week during 
which students will rehearse for the upcoming shows whilst also making some 
props and costumes for both productions.
• Little Shop of Horrors wows crowds - Pages 10 & 11
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DROP A KNIFE:  
SAVE A LIFE   

Another day, another newspaper 
headline about a stabbing. Another 
life lost. Another family facing the fu-
ture without their child. 
Police chiefs have described the rise in 
knife crime terrorising streets across the 
UK as a national emergency. 
Whilst surging numbers of stabbings in 
London is the main focus of the media, 
figures in the West Midlands are also 
a huge concern. In this region, knife 
crime has increased by almost a fifth in 
a single year, with the statistics working 
out at an average of just under nine 
incidents a day.
According to the BBC, in 2018, 19 
deaths occurred as a result of knife 
crime in the West Midlands, with a total 
of 3,108 knife crimes in the West Midlands during the same 
year. This demonstrates a significant increase, when com-
pared to statistics from 2013 that show 1,585 knife crimes 
were committed in the region.
Nationally, there were 285 deaths from stabbings in 2017-
18 - the most ever recorded in the UK, with ministers coming 
under increasing pressure to take strong action to tackle the 
problem.
Home Secretary, Sajid Javid, recently announced the West 
Midlands was one of seven police force areas in England 
and Wales to be given greater ‘stop and search’ powers in 

a bid to stem the terrifying trend.
The measures make it easier for officers to search 
people without reasonable suspicion in places 
where serious violence may occur.
London, Merseyside, South Yorkshire, West York-
shire, South Wales and Greater Manchester are 
the other areas where it will be easier for officers to 
make use of so-called “section 60” checks, allow-
ing them to search anyone in a certain area to 
prevent violent crime.
More recently, it was also announced that teach-
ers could be ‘held accountable’ for preventing 
and tackling knife crime and serious violence. 
As part of a consultation, Mr Javid is proposing a 
multi-agency ‘public health duty’, which will ensure 
that public bodies including schools, social services 
and hospitals raise concerns about children at risk 
of becoming involved in knife crime.

The proposed new legislation would include a legal duty 
to report students displaying worrying behaviour at school, 
dealing with issues at home or attending hospital with suspi-
cious injuries.
Year 10 Highfields student, Khadija Khalilou (pictured) wrote 
to Wolverhampton MP, Eleanor Smith, to plead with politi-
cians to do more to tackle knife crime, including taking a 
different approach by offering more support and education 
for those who are affected. Her letter, and the response she 
received from the MP are opposite.

Dear Mrs Smith,
I am writing this letter to express my views on 
the huge increase in knife crime in Wolver-
hampton. I am totally against the possession 
of knives and hope that you will allow me to 
express my reasons why through this letter.
Firstly, the possession of knives is predomi-
nantly amongst teenagers; possibly because 
teenagers don’t think about their actions 
which could lead to fatal consequences 
such as - death. The possession of knives can 
only be justified if: they are taken to and from 
work, historical re-enactment or religious 
purposes. Knife crime has risen by 26% and 
affects many people. London is the city with 
the highest rate of knife crime with 115,000 
recorded offences in June 2016.
Secondly, the impact of knife crimes doesn’t 
just affect the victim and the perpetrator, but 
the doctors involved, the close family and 
the whole community. Doctors feel as though 
knife crime is getting worse and they are una-
ble to save all the people who come through 
- they feel helpless. Parents feel as though 
their children have done nothing wrong (they 
are in denial); they are judged by people 
despite not being the ones who committed 
these crimes. Wholly, the community is im-
pacted by any kind of knife crime, they are 
living in constant fear that they may be the 
next person to be attacked!
However, other people’s views on knife crime 
may differ from mine but it is obvious that 
there has been an increase of crimes involv-
ing knives throughout the UK. Meanwhile, 
there are laws in place such as certain knives 
been unable to be brought in to the UK and 
be sold, hired or lent like: disguised knives, 
gravity knives, zombie knives and many more. 
Another law that is in place is that knives 
cannot be sold to anyone under the age 
of 18 unless it’s a folding blade 3 inches or 
less. Evidently, all these laws aren’t effective. 
Instead of reducing knife crime, the UK has 
seen a drastic rise in recent years.
If support was provided to those affected by 
knife crime the probability of young people 
reoffending would significantly decline. Com-
munities across the UK should offer support 
and education around knife crime and the 
devastation it creates amongst humanity. 
Therefore, offering an alternative to violence 
through the care and attention of support 
workers or volunteers.
So, to conclude I hope I have either changed 
your views on knife crime or given you more 
information of the reality of carrying a knife 
and the dangers that come with it. You can 
help reduce the numbers of casualties we 
see on screens every day by speaking out 
and making knife crime known. I believe 
more can be done by the government to 
prevent knife crime.
Yours sincerely,
Khadija Khalilou

Highfields welcomed West 
Midlands Police officer, 
Rob Pedley MBE, to speak 
to students about knife 
crime and avoiding the 
lure of gangs.
PC Pedley was a firearms 
officer when a snow-
boarding accident in 
the Swiss Alps left him 
paralysed for life. Despite 

his injuries, the father-of-three returned to the firearms 
unit where he is now using his own experiences to help 
students understand the dangers of gangs and knives. 
He formed the Precious Lives programme with Marcia 
Shakespeare, whose 17-year-old daughter Letisha was 
killed in a drive-by gang shooting in Aston over New 
Year 2003, along with her friend, Charlene Ellis.
He delivered motivating assemblies to students in Years 
9 and 10, spreading the message that wrong choices 
can devastate lives and inspiring them to make the 
most of their potential by shunning gangs. His visit came 
after West Midlands Police released an awareness-rais-
ing campaign (opposite) amid a rise in knife crime.

Dear Khadija,
Thank you so much for your letter about knife crime. Let me start by 
saying I do agree with much of what you say, and I wholeheartedly 
support your campaign against the possession of knives. One of 
the first things it seems to me we have to do to reduce knife crime 
is convince young people that the carrying of knives is not ac-
ceptable in any circumstance. Your generation can influence one 
another far more than we politicians can by campaigns like the one 
you and your friends are writing to me in favour of.
The steep rise in knife crime in the past 2-3 years you write about 
has been a shock to the whole country. As the almost daily media 
coverage of murders in London, Birmingham and other cities like 
Wolverhampton shows there is a very serious problem which we 
seem not to fully understand and are not adequately dealing with. 
But there are historical precedents to this we can learn from: Glas-
gow has already showed how to deal with knife crime - it initiated a 
programme which consisted of a united policing and public health 
approach, which brought down spiralling knife crime to negligible 
numbers. There was zero tolerance of knife possession and knife 
crime on the streets, but this was underpinned by support for the 
young people convicted of carrying knives via the public health sys-
tem, social care and education which found them housing, training 
and employment.
The success of this programme demonstrates that we need more 
than just police officers if we are going to seriously address the 
problem. It is not just a police issue of intelligence-led stop and 
search, however, it is hard to ignore the fact that in England the fall 
in police numbers has been more than matched by the rise in knife 
crime. Successive Tory governments since 2010 have chosen to cut 
police funds in the name of austerity. Until we commit to restoring 
police funding to pre 2010 levels I think we will struggle to satisfy 
our communities wishes for a return to acceptable levels of public 
order. And there are other issues like the loss of youth workers and 
youth clubs from communities throughout the country. The loss of 
things for young people to do in their areas is another factor which 
will need to be looked at - surely it can’t just be a coincidence that, 
as they have closed since 2010, knife crime has risen.
Looking at this issue on the widest possible front, I said above that 
this is a problem we seem not to understand, because we are as 
a society in denial about some of the underlying causes of knife 
crime. Yes, sub-cultures, music and media may play their part in 
making it appear fashionable, but ultimately it is the economy. 
Young people need job prospects - they need good quality training 
and employment opportunities, and the high level of youth unem-
ployment is one of the most significant problems Wolverhampton 
has. Youth unemployment is year after year over 20%, and in certain 
areas of the city is significantly above that. Until we deal with this we 
can be tough on crime, but we must also be tough on the causes 
of crime.
As you point out the effects of knife crime aren’t restricted to the 
victim and perpetrator alone - people around them, friends and 
their families are affected and traumatised. Many young people 
say they are only carrying knives for protection because they think 
others are carrying them. Projects like Red Thread try to change 
young people’s minds when they are at their most vulnerable and 
susceptible: in A&E hospital wards where they are being treated 
for gun and knife injuries. I met one of the founders in Parliament to 
find out how their work might be spread to Wolverhampton. Also, I 
want you to know that I have had several meetings at my constitu-
ency office to discuss the issue of knife crime with interested parties 
from Wolverhampton and Birmingham. One of the measures it was 
agreed was needed was a telephone helpline. The group is cur-
rently trying to fundraise for this, and looking for sponsors to make 
this happen. At the present time this is at a very early stage, but we 
would welcome any assistance you could give it. Let me know how 
your campaign Drop A Knife To Save A Life is going, and if there is 
anything I can do to help you don’t hesitate to contact me.

Thank you again for your letter.

Eleanor Smith
Wolverhampton South West MP

 Highfields supports anti-knife 
campaign



Exam Guidance
...from someone 
who’s been there

An A-grade school:
Highfields maintains position among
city’s top schools

Exam season gets under way:
Good luck to all of our students 
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Highfields maintained its position among Wolverhampton’s top schools for both attainment and stu-
dent progress in the latest performance tables released following 2018 GCSE results.
Progress 8 and Attainment 8 - which mark students’ progress and achievements over eight GCSE 
subjects - are among the headline measures now used to calculate official school league table posi-
tions.
Highfields recorded an Attainment 8 score of 50.7 out of 80, putting it in third position of the city’s 
schools in this category, whilst our Progress 8 score of 0.26 is above the national average and among 
the city’s top five schools. Progress 8 looks at the advances a student makes from the end of primary 
school to the end of secondary school, comparing students’ results with the achievements of other 
youngsters with the same prior attainment.
The league tables have also taken into account the fact that 56% of Highfields students achieved 
a strong pass (Grade 5 or above) in English and Maths - second only to Wolverhampton Girls’ High 
School.
Headteacher, Mr Graham Tate, said: “We are delighted to have maintained our position among 
the best schools in Wolverhampton for both progress and attainment. As always, it is testament to 
the hard work of our students and staff over many years, especially the tough months leading up to 
exams, which I’m sure our current Year 11 students will confirm.
Highfields celebrated another successful year of GCSE results in 2018, with 25 students achieving the 
highest Grade 9 rating, which is equivalent to an A** under the old grading system. In addition, an 
exceptional six students achieved three or more GCSE Grade 9s, placing them among the country’s 
elite. Prior to 2017, the key metric of performance tables was the percentage of students achieving 
grade C or higher in five GCSE subjects, including English and Maths.

Our Upper School students are making final preparations for their exams, which will kick off following 
the Easter holidays, on May 13th. 
We know the run up to exams can be a stressful time, which is why we would like to remind all stu-
dents that guidance and advice is always on hand from staff whenever they need it.
Mrs N Clifton, Head of Upper School, said: “Once again, our students have worked incredibly hard to 
prepare for their exams. We know how stressful this time can be, which is why we continue to run revi-
sion schedules throughout the exam period and are always available should students need advice or 
support. I speak on behalf of the entire school in wishing all of our students in Years 11, 12 and 13 the 
very best of luck.”

Exams looming? Don’t worry; just get focused!

Sixth Form student, Suha Rana, offers some en-
couraging and honest advice to Year 11 students 
in the run up to GCSE exams. 
So, the most daunting experience of your life is draw-
ing ever-closer. You remember sitting back last Sum-
mer believing you had lots of time to learn your quo-
tations, calculations and anatomical functions, when 
suddenly, there are literally weeks until the big day 
and you’re panicking. Well, don’t. Just remember that 
you’re not alone: thousands of students across the 
nation are feeling the same gut-wrenching dread as 
they lose themselves in a sea of revision cards, scram-
bling for air. So my advice to you is to take stock; 
acknowledge the process and acknowledge the 
deadline. Only then will you be able to get organised 
and be successful. 
Simply follow this three-part process:

Part 1-Before GCSE Examinations:
• Revision resources: Make revision resources 
months in advance so that during the exam period 
you are just going over them. Each week you should 
aim to reduce the number of revision resources you 
are using: the more condensed your notes become, 
the more confident you are becoming in retaining the 
knowledge.
• Ask for help: If you don’t understand some-
thing ask the teacher, even if you think it is small or stu-
pid. Your teachers want you to ask questions as this is 
you taking control of your revision. Recognising where 
there are gaps in your knowledge and seeking to fill 
that gap is evidence of your growing independence.
• Don’t compare yourself to others. I get it, it is 
hard to not compare yourself to someone else and 
how well they may have performed on the latest 
mock, or how extensive their revision is. However, wor-
rying about it is a huge distraction and can in fact pre-
vent you from trying your best. Instead, ask a peer to 
show you how they achieved the right response. This 
will not only help your understanding but by teaching 
you about their strategies will help them to revise and 
showcase their knowledge.
• Take care of your mental health: Talk to some-
one if you are worried about GCSEs because talking 
about it beforehand will make the process easier to 
deal with. As I said before, there are lots of people 
sharing your exact feelings, or have gone through the 
same process, so ask them how they managed stress 
and anxiety.

Part 2-During GCSEs:
• Attend Revision classes:  Go to the revision 
classes on topics you are finding difficult and 
then quiz yourself on what you’ve learned the next 
day. Too much revision without breaks can often stop 
the information from sticking. Yet, attending a revision 
class means you can always ask questions about a 
topic, or gain a new insight or reminder about key 
ideas in a topic.  
• Take care of yourself: If you stay up late, espe-
cially if you have an exam the next day, you won’t fo-
cus, so 8 hours of sleep is important! Try to eat healthi-
ly, even if it is just an apple, as it will keep your energy 
up. Studies have shown that having a wholesome and 
healthy breakfast in the morning (particularly oats) 
can increase focus levels, claiming you are twice as 
likely to score exceptionally well on tests.
• Save the fun for after: Following GCSEs you will 
have a long Summer to play the games you want and 
watch the shows you want. However, don’t sit in your 
room all day and study, go out and have fun with your 
friends and family as they will serve as a good distrac-
tion from all the stress for a while.
• Walk away: After you have completed an 
exam get as far away as possible because hearing 
what other people say will put you down and make 
you stressed so trust me, and don’t listen.

Part 3-After GCSEs:
• “What’s done cannot be undone”: You have 
done all you could do so there is no point in crying 
and stressing over it.
• Reward yourself: Congratulate yourself as you 
have worked so hard throughout this process you de-
serve to have fun in whatever (legal!) way that is.
• Don’t get rid of your revision material: Instead 
of burning it give your revision material to the next 
person going through this process because a little act 
of kindness goes a long way.

I hope my words can offer you support, relief from 
stress, and I wish you all the luck in the world for your 
exams.



The world of make believe was brought to life when students and 
staff dressed as their favourite literary characters to celebrate 
World Book Day.
Harry Potter, Matilda, Cruella De Vil, Oliver Twist and Little Red Rid-
ing Hood were among the characters who turned up to school as 
part of the festivities, alongside the entire cast of Winnie The Pooh, 
and characters from Alice in Wonderland.
The annual World Book Day is a celebration of books, authors, il-
lustrators and reading, which aims to ignite imaginations and help 
students gain a lifelong passion for reading.
Each student and member of staff who dressed up made a 50p 
donation to the Book Bus charity, which aims to improve child 
literacy rates in Africa, Asia and South America by providing chil-
dren with books and the inspiration to read them.
Mrs K Allen, Lead Practitioner, said: “Staff and Lower School stu-
dents were invited to dress up as characters from their favourite 
books as part of the celebrations to mark World Book Day.
“The day provides a fantastic opportunity to inspire our students 
and ignite in them a lifelong love of books and reading. It was 
another very enjoyable day, with some fantastic costumes on 
show.”
As part of the celebrations, students put their creative writing skills 
to the test as part of a short story competition. Students were giv-
en the challenge of creating their own short stories, reimagining a 
famous children’s book character as an adult, for the chance of 
winning a prize.

 Characters brought to 
life for World Book Day

   For the love of books
    08     09

Robotics challenge puts budding 
engineers to the test

Wolverhampton Children’s 
Book Award celebrates 
love of literature

Members of Highfields’ Book Group 
celebrated their love of literature by 
taking part in the first ever Wolver-
hampton Children’s Book Award. 
The group, made up of students from 
Year 7, were given the opportunity 
to meet a number of award-win-
ning authors and nurture their own 
creative writing processes as part of 
the event, which was organised by 
Wolverhampton Grammar School.
Students were first asked to read five 
titles, before putting their knowledge 
of the texts to the test against other 
city schools in a quiz. After a respect-
able third-place finish, students were 
then invited back to a celebration 
event at Wolverhampton Grammar 
School, which was attended by all 
five book authors.
During the day, the young book lov-
ers were given the chance to work 
with the authors on a number of 
creative activities linking to the sub-
ject matters of their books, including 
making light jars, creating their own 
languages and even taking part in 
science experiments.
The authors - including Christopher 
Edge, Jane Elson and Megan Rix - 
then gave talks about their working 
processes and inspirations behind 
their writing.
All students who took part in Wolver-
hampton Children’s Book Award had 
voted for their favourite book from 
the selection of texts they read, with 
the accolade presented to Jane El-
son for her heartwarming book, ‘Will 
You Catch Me?’ on the day.

Members of Highfields’ Year 11 GCSE Drama 
group took to the stage with their performance 
pieces from text to the visiting examiner, im-
pressing her with their mature approach.
The pieces ranged from ‘Blood Brothers’ ex-
tracts, to ‘Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?’ and 
modern ensemble play text ‘Girls Like That.’ 
Each student performed two extracts and 
chose between monologues, duologues and 
group performances on March 28th. 
The examiner said she was really impressed 
with the maturity of the students. 
Drama teacher, Ms R Staunton, said: “Their sup-
portive attitude towards each other was fan-
tastic and they performed with confidence. I 
am really proud of them all.”

Drama students impress examiner with performance pieces 

A team of talented young engineers showcased their 
skills as part of a national robotics competition, build-
ing and programming robots to take part in a series of 
aviation aid mission scenarios.
The 10-strong team of KS3 students competed against 
other teams from the West Midlands as part of the 
Tomorrow’s Engineers EEP Robotics Challenge. 
They are all part of Highfields STEM club, led by Miss L 
Prosser.
The challenge is a curriculum-linked national pro-
gramme that aims to engage 11-14 year-olds in 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) 
subjects by giving them the chance to learn how to 
build, program and control autonomous LEGO robots 
to complete a series of ‘missions’ using LEGO MIND-
STORMS® Education EV3 sets. This year the challenge 
was designed around the distribution of aid, in con-
junction with the RAF. The aviation-based missions 

included collecting and deploying aircraft and per-
sonnel, distributing aid and speed racing.
The team organised themselves into sub-teams, each 
with their own role to play. They designed and pre-
sented their robots to engineers from both industry 
and the military, explaining their designs and how 
they developed over time into the final robot. 
They also researched, planned and presented their 
own response to a contemporary scientific problem 
developed by LEGO Education and the RAF. 
Miss Prosser said: “Our research sub-team chose to 
look at how prosthetics and limb replacement has 
developed over time and how engineers support 
humanitarian aid in their design.
“All students were praised for their presentation skills, 
clearly impressing the judges with their response to 
questions, clarity of explanations and perseverance 
when things did not go quite the way they planned.”



Stealing the show:
Crowds wowed by 
Little Shop of Horrors

1,200
More than 1,200 people came 
to see our students perform 
their latest musical spectacular 
in March - and agreed it was 
one of our best yet.

Talented students wowed 
audiences with perfor-
mances of Highfields’ latest 
stage spectacular, Little 
Shop of Horrors - with atten-
tions already now turning 
to the next musical produc-
tion.
Preparations are already 
under way for the next 
production, The Addams 
Family, following the huge 
success of the latest stage 
show, Little Shop of Horrors.
The school’s Lyceum was transformed with stun-
ning scenery - including a show-stopping me-
chanical Venus Flytrap - for three sell-out perfor-
mances of the high octane musical comedy in 
March.
Students from Years 10-13 spent months rehears-
ing for the show, which follows the story of a florist 
shop worker who discovers his Venus Flytrap can 
talk, and their performances have received rave 
reviews. 
Highfields’ Head of Extra Curricular 
Performance, Ms S Bishop, said: 
“Our musical productions have 
gained a fantastic reputation for 
their quality, and Little Shop of 
Horrors was one of our best yet.
“We had different casts perform-
ing each night to showcase the 
incredible wealth of talent we 
have here at Highfields, and every 
student involved was fantastic. 

“They put in an extraor-
dinary amount of effort 
in rehearsals over many 
months, and their hard 
work most definitely paid 
off. The feedback has 
been incredible, and all 
of the students involved 
should be very proud.”
Attentions are now turn-
ing to the next musical 
production, which will be 
staged in November.
Auditions for the show 

are likely to take place after the Easter holidays, 
with rehearsals set to get under way during the 
Summer holidays. The next show will once again 
feature students from Years 10-13, with a sepa-
rate musical production of Beauty and the Beast, 
featuring students from Years 7-9 scheduled to be 
staged in February/March next year. Ms Bishop 
said: “We’re delighted to announce The Addams 
Family will be our next showcase, followed by 

Beauty and the Beast.
“We’ve already secured 
the licenses to perform 
the shows, which are both 
amazing productions.
“Our shows are always such 
great fun and wonderful for 
our students to get involved 
in. Details about auditions 
for both shows will be an-
nounced in due course. We 
can’t wait to get started.”



 Donna’s marathon 
challenge in 
memory of mum

Packages of goods donated to 
support city’s homeless
Kind-hearted students and staff have donated packages of toiletries, food and clothes to support homeless 
people in Wolverhampton.
Members of Highfields’ H.O.P.E Charity Committee launched the appeal for essential items - including 
toothbrushes, soap, crisps, soup, socks and tinned fruit - following the Christmas break in support of The 
Good Shepherd Ministry.
The charity assists the homeless and others in need in Wolverhampton, providing practical assistance in the 
form of food and toiletries.
It also assists people with home starter packs, registering their details with healthcare providers and banks, 
and encouraging them to take up hobbies to turn their lives around.
Mrs C Hartshorne, Highfields’ Head of Citizenship, said: “Our Charity Committee selects a number of good 
causes to support throughout the year. Following the Christmas break, they appealed to fellow students 
and staff to donate essential items to support homeless people in the city through the Good Shepherd Min-
istry. 
“We are delighted to have packaged dozens of boxes of goods for the charity, which will make a real dif-
ference to the lives of people who are suffering from homelessness and poverty in the city.
“Thank you to everyone who donated items for this incredibly worthy cause.”
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Highfields’ lunchtime supervisor, Donna Lowery, will be 
taking part in this year’s London Marathon in memory of 
her beloved late mum - and is now appealing for dona-
tions to boost her fundraising efforts to support a worthy 
charity so close to her heart.
During the day, Donna juggles her role at the school with 
running her own business, motherhood and marriage, 
before pulling on her trainers to hit the streets for gruel-
ling running training sessions in the 
evening.
And she’s now preparing to put 
that tough training to the test 
when she takes on the marathon 
challenge to support research into 
Pancreatic Cancer, which claimed 
the life of her mum, Linda Munday, 
at the age of 60 in 2014.
The 42-year-old, who lives with her 
family in Penn, will be one of just 
70 competitors running the London 
Marathon on April 28th on behalf 
of Pancreatic Cancer UK, and 
must raise at least £2,500 for the 
cause.
It is her second fundraising chal-
lenge for the charity, and comes 
after she raised £1,000 by completing the London to 
Brighton cycle ride after her mum was diagnosed with 
the illness.
“I have been so lucky to be chosen to be part of the 
London Marathon, it’s an absolute honour that they 
have picked me,” she said.
“Pancreatic cancer is a charity so close to my heart as 
this is what my beautiful mom died of, leaving my whole 
family heartbroken and devastated at the loss of such a 
lovely, kind and caring lady.
“This event is going to be a huge challenge as I don’t 
have a running background but I’m determined to com-
plete it with the support of all my family, friends, and my 
mum watching over me.
“She always drummed in to me growing up that I could 
achieve anything I set out to do, so that thought will be 
with me on the day.
“Pancreatic cancer is a nasty disease with a very low sur-
vival rate. It’s hard to detect with not many symptoms, so 
by the time it’s diagnosed there is little that can be done. 
Please sponsor me whatever amount you can afford to 
support research into finding a cure so we can stop 

others going through what my family has gone through.”
Despite being a fitness enthusiast who has previous-
ly competed in swimming galas, Donna - whose two 
children, Eden and Lily, are students at Highfields - is a 
relative novice to the world of running.
She said: ‘I was a swimmer but had never done any 

running. I started running two 
years ago because I really 
wanted to complete a triathlon. 
When I started, I couldn’t run for 
longer than a few minutes, but 
I kept going and within a few 
weeks I’d managed to get up 
to 5k. I completed my triathlon 
with Wombourne Black Country 
Triathletes but I wanted to do 
something bigger, which is why I 
applied to London Marathon.
“I wanted to do something to 
take my mind off the sadness 
of losing my mum and making 
something positive from it by 
raising money for Pancreatic 
Cancer UK.”

After a tough selection process, including submitting a 
presentation about why the charity was so important to 
her, Donna was selected to represent the cause in the 
world-famous 26.2-mile run.
She immediately started her preparation for the chal-
lenge, with her gruelling training schedule now including 
three 5k-10k runs each week, with a longer run of up to 
16 miles each weekend. She hopes her efforts will help 
her cross the finish line within five-and-a-half hours.
Her daughters are showing their support by joining her 
for some training runs, whilst her whole family, including 
husband Wayne and dad Garth, will be cheering her on 
from the sidelines when she takes part in the marathon 
next month.
“They are all very proud of me. The whole family will be 
travelling down to support me and get me round,” she 
added.
“I have already had £400 in donations with around 
another £600 pledged, so the fundraising is going well. 
Thank you to everyone for supporting me for this incredi-
bly worthy cause which is so close to my heart.”
To support Donna’s fundraising efforts, please visit 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/donna-lowery4

Fundraisers shape up with ‘Triangle’ dance for Comic Relief
Charity fever swept through Highfields for this year’s national Comic Relief campaign - as fundraisers performed 
their own version of social media dance craze, ‘The Triangle’.
As part of the fundraising festivities, students and staff made a donation to the cause to wear an item of red 
clothing or official Comic Relief merchandise for the day. 
Students also baked and sold cakes to raise funds, whilst the Sports Hall was transformed into a dance studio at 
lunchtime for the ‘Triangle’ dance challenge - the latest dance craze which involves three people holding on 
to each other’s shoulders and jumping in between each other in a co-ordinated pattern. Ms J Parker, Head of 
Lower School, said: “Highfields is proud of the support that students, parents and staff give to both national and 
local charities, raising thousands of pounds each year. It was great to see so many people getting involved with 
the activities we staged to support the Comic Relief campaign. I want to thank everyone for their support, help-
ing to make this a day to remember whilst making a difference.” Comic Relief aims to bring about positive and 
lasting change in the lives of poor and disadvantaged people across the world, whilst tackling the root causes of 
poverty and injustice. The charity hosts a Red Nose Day extravaganza every two years on the BBC, supported by 
celebrities and politicians, to help raise millions of pounds for the cause.



Climate change crisis: 
It’s OUR time to act before it’s too late

2030
We have until just 2030 to stem  
climate change, at which point 
global temperatures could 
reach an irreversible tipping 
point

12 years.
Unless we make immense changes to global energy infra-
structure, we have 12 years left before years of unchecked 
global warming manifests into havoc-wreaking events 
around the globe. This is the warning in a new report released 
recently by the United Nation’s climate science body. 
A bulletin from the World Meteorological Organisation de-
clared that the concentration of carbon dioxide plaguing 
our atmosphere is reaching new milestones, eclipsing the 400 
parts per million for the first time three years ago, and rising 
ever since.
But you don’t need statistics to see the ravages of global 
warming. 
Recently, we encountered the hottest winter day on record. 
Whilst some deemed it worthy of celebration, those in areas 
of West Yorkshire sat terrified, witnessing a moorland blaze, 
the likes of which are unprecedented in February, which was 
described as ‘apocalyptic’. This is just one example of the 
horrifying forest fires that are of increasing regularity, domes-
tically and internationally. Nowhere was this illustrated to a 
more shocking degree than the 2018 Californian wildfires, 
when the ‘Golden State’ was devastated by flames.  
Subsequently, scenes unfolded as if deriving from a dystopic, 
cinematic epic. Sporting events were delayed out of ne-
cessity, the air quality degraded to unbearable lows, homes 
were destroyed, and most devastatingly, 104 people died. 
Large wildfires require a cocktail of conditions, including 
wind speed, fuel, terrain and 
ignition, which can be as 
simple as a trailer throwing 
up sparks by scraping on a 
road. But scientists have con-
firmed that climate change 
is indeed playing an integral 
role in making conditions 
more favourable for wildfires 
such as this in the American 
west.
This threat continues to gain 
momentum, with the dev-
astation and destruction 
multiplying exponentially. 
It is a threat of such severity 
that it explicitly threatens the very existence of our planet, 
our population, our lives. Proposed solutions range from the 
personal (such as the installation of smart meters) to the glob-
al (such as the Green New Deal composed by Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez and Ed Markey setting out the aim to wholly 
decarbonise the US energy system). 
But, before evaluating solutions, we must first acknowledge 
that there is a problem.

It had been two years since climate change-related issues 
were last debated in the main chamber of the House of 

Commons until late in February, when at one 
stage there were just ten MPs sitting on the 
benches. This seemingly cavalier response to 
an issue of such significance, is worrying at the 
least. Perhaps it is its lack of tangibility or, even 
theatricality that keeps it away from political 
headlines? Or is it our increasing inability for 
bipartisanship and multilateralism that is render-
ing us politically paralysed in the face of - what 
it is not hyperbolic to label - impending doom. 
Undoubtedly, we stand at a crossroads in our 
history, and a wrong move could be fatal. 
These issues are exclusive to no continent. This 
indiscriminate, natural malice is felt in America, 
as highlighted by the afore-mentioned forest 
fires of California, but also by hurricanes that 
repeatedly destroy areas such as Houston and 

the Carolinas with alarming frequency. 
Move in a southern direction and in South America, the 
low-lying (and thus vulnerable) coastlines are at risk to rising 
sea levels; the severity heightened by the acidification of 
these water bodies. Unsurprisingly, this acidification is a direct 
consequence of the increasing concentration of carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere.
Oceanic regions are especially harmed by this acidification, 
as you can learn from the Great Barrier Reef. In a world of 

industrialism and consumerism, a spectacle of such natural 
beauty brings with it a sense of spirituality and charm. And 
yet this charm is being eroded to the point of a predicted 
future of non-existence. 
The Asian continent is also no stranger to natural disasters. 
The resulting devastation has been seen in the Philippines, 
where over a staggering 6,300 people died after Typhoon 
Haiyan- officially a ‘Super Typhoon’; in Japan, where a 
heatwave sent approximately 22,000 people to the hospital 
just last year; in China, where last year more than 2.45 million 
people were relocated in the face of the pertinent danger 
of Typhoon Mangkhut; in India and Pakistan, with the two 
nations suffering a 2015 heatwave that caused thousands of 
human casualties.
Regions such as Antarctica and the Artic are those most 
synonymous with the peril of global warming. Amazingly, the 
Artic would bear witness to one ice-free summer every one 
hundred years with global warming at 1.5°C. But increase 
this by just half a degree and such summers are theoretically 
expected to occur around every ten years.
And then there is us! The impacts of climate change and 
global warming are, in this country, less blatantly evident. 
But vast measures are now being undertaken to prevent the 
situation worsening. The EU said near the end of last year that 
it was aiming to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050, whilst fur-
thermore, they suggest that this will reduce premature deaths 
because of air quality improving by a remarkable 40%.
This is clearly an urgent global issue, so why would anybody 

not recognise global warming as the largest 
threat to humanity? And yet, some still express 
denial of the issue because of reasons of such 
unparalleled stupidity you must suspend your 
disbelief when reading them. Despite the 
enormous evidence to the contrary, some 
maintain global warming is a hoax.
The reasons to care are not exactly subtle. 
All scientific evidence highlights how climate 
change is exacerbating the regularity of ex-
treme weather events that, when they strike, 
bring with them devastation. It has an impact 
on us all.
Somehow, despite all of this, it is not the 
‘Stormy’ priority of those in power. The imper-
ceptiveness is stunning.
In addition, this denial has highlighted a 
horrendous hypocrisy within some of politics. 
Typically, it is those who deny the fully-fledged 
irrefutability of science to the point of global 
warming scepticism, who are also in strong 
opposition to the acceptance of refugees. 
How can you condemn both when one is so 
intrinsically linked to the other? It is estimat-
ed by the UN’s High Commissioner for Refu-
gees that an average of 21.5 million people 

have been forcibly displaced since 2008 due to climate 
change-related weather hazards. However, as we live in 
a world in which the undeniable reality is so often distort-
ed, perverted and manipulated, these facts are subject to 
ignorance. They cannot be. The horrors of life of a refugee 
cannot be, especially when the cause of this displacement 
is disputed by those who revoke the very displacement itself. 
The hypocrisy is stunning.
This is our world, our future, and our fight to protect it.
I send an urgent plea, to all students and all young people. 
Please do not ignore this issue. Please accept the truth pre-
sented by science; that you please do everything possible 
to divert the dangerous, perilous journey upon which we are 
travelling. Otherwise, it is us, all of us, that will have to endure 
a future in a hellish world sculpted by the hand of our own 
creation - if there is to be a future at all. Once the damage is 
done, it cannot be reversed. There is no Planet B. We need to 
act now.

• Students from around the UK went on ‘strike’ in Febru-
ary as part of a global campaign for action on climate 
change. An estimated 15,000 students from 60 towns and 
cities from across the country walked out of schools to 
call on the Government to declare a climate 

       emergency and tackle the problem.

By Joe Regan
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LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

Hundreds flock to
Careers Fair

Hundreds of students were inspired to make the right choices for their future when 
Highfields staged its biggest Careers Fair to date. Around 50 exhibitors packed two 
floors of the school to showcase their services during the event, which was open to all 
students from Year 9 through to Sixth Form.
A number of colleges, universities, training providers and employers from a range of 
industries were represented at the Careers Fair, including Irwin Mitchell Solicitors, The 
British Army, The Royal Navy, Barclays, Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, Wolves Wom-
en and Gunnebo.
The event also featured Highfields’ annual Course Choice Evening, which saw pres-
entations from Headteacher, Mr G Tate, as well as Mr P Rose, the school’s Head 
of Middle School and Careers Leader, to support Year 9 students in the process of 
choosing the correct subject choices for Upper School. Visitors were also given an 
insight into the the range of subjects on offer and what they involve with displays on 
the top floor.
Mr Rose said: “At Highfields, we are fully committed to doing all that we can to 
ensure that all our students are fully aware and understand the possibilities open 
to them in every sector of employment and the huge variety of careers on offer to 
them. 
“As well as providing students with the academic foundation to succeed, we pride 
ourselves on the wide range of opportunities we provide, from Year 7 through to Year 
13, for students to explore future pathways and receive quality advice and guidance 
so that they are able to make the right choices, whether that be Further Education, 
Higher Education, an Apprenticeship or employment.
“The Course Choice Evening and Careers Fair were a great success and the school 
was packed with students, parents and carers who came along to pick up valuable 
advice, guidance and information to allow them to make informed choices about 
their future direction.”

Year 9 students looked ahead as part of Highfields’ 
‘Moving Forward’ event, which supports them in making 
the right course choices to achieve their future career 
dreams. The annual event provides students with ad-
vice, guidance and inspiration, enabling them to make 
informed decisions about their subject choices for Years 
10 and 11. The day kicked off with a launch assembly, 
before two volunteers from Wolves Women FC - Manag-
er, Daniel McNamara and Non Technical Development 
Coach, Nick Hitchman - inspired students with a motiva-
tional talk focused on the importance of working hard to 
achieve goals.
The pair, who are both in the RAF, were also joined on 
stage by the school’s Assistant Sixth Form Manager, Mr 
N Maxfield, a former Highfields student who is also the 
Strength and Conditioning Coach at Wolves Women FC. 
Sixth Form students spoke about their course selection 
experiences, whilst the event also featured sessions on 
evaluating strengths, career options and revision skills.

Year 9 students ‘Moving Forward’ 
with course choices 

Workshop boosts 
students’ 

confidence to 
get them to 
‘speak out’

Students took part in an 
interactive workshop, 
aimed at giving them the 
confidence to speak in 
front of an audience.
The ‘Speak Out Chal-
lenge’ was hosted by 
Speakers Trust, an organ-
isation which creates 
pathways for young peo-
ple by enhancing their 
speaking and communi-
cation skills.
The group of Year 10 
students took part in 
a number of activities 
throughout the day, 
including learning how to 
think quickly and prepare 
a speech, before deliver-
ing short speeches in front 
of their classmates.
Mr R Oseland, Assistant 
Head of English, said: 
“Our students really en-
gaged with the workshop 
and were able to deliver 
speeches with confi-
dence in front of their 
fellow students at the end 
of the day.”
Six students - Mia Cash-
more, Naomi Chhabra; 
Georgia Derrick, Kyle Par-
ton, Ellie Corbett and He-
bert Toro Gouveia - were 
honoured for presenting 
the best speeches.

Highfields hosted a packed programme of activities, workshops and trips to mark National Careers Week.
The event ran from March 4th-8th and allowed students from all year groups to get a greater insight into a 
range of professions and the pathways available to fulfil their career dreams.
The school teamed up with a number of universities, businesses and apprenticeship providers to support the na-
tional event. The programme of activities included workshops in Film Studies, Art & Design and Animation run by 
Gloucester University, a site visit to Jessup Brothers Construction, Army Cadets recruitment, careers music quiz 
and a ‘Pathways to Healthcare’ presentation by Aston University Medical School. Careers-based lessons and 
assemblies took place throughout the week, whilst there were also talks about apprenticeships, interview skills 
and CV writing workshops. As the last day of the event coincided with International Women’s Day, a special 
assembly was held breaking down the traditional stereotype of only men working in the construction industry.
Mr P Rose, Highfields’ Head of Middle School and Careers Leader, said: “We had lots going on around school to 
mark National Careers Week, encouraging students from all year groups to look forward to the future and learn 
more about the opportunities available to them to fulfil their career dreams after school.
“I’d like to say a huge thank you to everyone who supported the event in any way. The feedback has been 
really positive.”

Hive of activity for 
National Careers Week

Looking ahead 
at skills show

Year 10 students got the chance to learn 
more about the range of options avail-
able to them after school when they 
attended the Wolverhampton Skills and 
Apprenticeship Show.
Around 40 students made the trip to Wol-
verhampton Racecourse for the event, 
which was hosted by Wolverhampton 
College. A range of education providers 
showcased their services, including Nova 
Training, Juniper Training and The Prince’s 
Trust, whilst The Way Youth Zone and The 
Royal Air Force offered expert advice and 
hands-on activities for the students to get 
involved in.
Lloyds Banking Group, Taylor Wimpey and 
Collins Aerospace also hosted stalls at the 
event, whilst visitors were entertained with 
live gaming and musical performances 
from the College’s creative department.



                OPINION
Are we living in a 
Material World?
Are we as a society too materialistic? And, if so, why? 
The dictionary definition of materialism is ‘a tenden-
cy to consider material 
possessions and physical 
comfort as more impor-
tant than spiritual values’. 
In the modern day with 
the rise of branding and 
electronics, getting the 
latest phone or pair of 
trainers can seem para-
mount in our lives and can 
often take over pushing 
the benefit of experiences 
into the background. 
So, why are we so materi-
alistic?  Materialism often 
stems from the craving for 
acceptance and status 
because of the illusion 
that ‘things’ make our lives 
better. 

“This idea is often reinforced by 
society glorifying possession and 
wealth so much that we believe 
‘things’ are the most important 
thing in life.”
Having this ideology can cause insecurity and feel-
ings of incompleteness if we don’t have the things 
society leads us to believe we need - this is not a 
healthy way to live. However, materialism doesn’t 
just come from a place of longing and wanting to fit 
in, it can originate from an instinctive wish to hoard 
items from a survival point of view. An example of this 
in history is the 1848 California ‘Gold fever’, where 
gold was discovered in California and natives were 
overwhelmed with masses of people looking for their 
share of gold. In this case the people wanted the 
gold for financial reasons which has been carried 
forward into modern day as we have the belief that 
money means security. Whilst money can be advan-
tageous when unlocking opportunities, we shouldn’t 
let it overshadow other qualities and shouldn’t forget 

that the experience of being resilient and working 
hard is much more valuable and satisfying. Despite 

materialism often 
having negative 
connotations and 
being associated 
with greed, being 
able to appreci-
ate the luxuries we 
have in life is not 
a bad thing but we 
shouldn’t let it con-
trol us. It is not a bad 
thing to want nice 
things to enhance 
experiences and be-
ing able to value the 
things we have is not 
being materialistic it 
is being thankful. 
Often, the reason 

we are criticised for being materialistic is because of 
the time we as younger people spend on devices. In 
the modern day it is difficult to avoid phones, com-
puters and gaming devices and they are all often a 
way to reduce stress; however, sometimes it is easy 
to forget the value of conversation and experienc-
es in life. Materialism can cause us to side-line other 
things and as the Latin phrase ‘carpe diem’ (seize 
the day) states it is important for us to experience 
life and make the most of it. One fun and interesting 
way to make the most of life is to make a bucket list 
of exciting things you want to do in life. Some unique 
bucket list ideas include: learning to speak another 
language, visit all Disneyland resorts, go on an exotic 
holiday with family or organise a charity event. These 
are just suggestions but you can make your own 
bucket list that is more personal to you. A bucket list 
may keep you concentrated on goals and enhance 
the quality of life.  So, are we too materialistic? Per-
sonally I would say no. As a species we are able to 
appreciate the luxuries we have and we enjoy using 
them, even if at times we do take them for grant-
ed. To enhance the quality of life further, along with 
the modern advances in technology, we should try 
to live in the moment more instead of striving after 
things we don’t have; even if it is just having a con-
versation with a family member.
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By Louise Saul-Braddock

Thrill-seeking students are being giv-
en the chance to take to the slopes 
for an action-packed ski trip in 2020.
Following the success of previous ski 
trips, and after a great number of 
requests from students, preparations 
are now under way to organise the 
trip, which will take place in February 
half term.
The proposed destination is Austria 
as all of the resorts and ski schools 
visited in the past have catered well 
for both beginner and intermediate 
skiers.
The trip will be organised through 
Select School Travel and will run from 
Friday, February 14th - Saturday, Feb-
ruary 22nd at a total cost of £965.00 
per student. Additional financial 
commitments will have to be made 
prior to the trip for ski clothing and 
accessories.
The ski trip is open to current students 
from Years 7-12, although those in 
Year 11 must be intending to stay on 
at Highfields for Sixth Form.
Letters have been sent out to all Par-
ents/Carers containing full informa-
tion about the trip, which can also 
be found on the school website. 
Anyone who needs more informa-
tion at this stage can email ski trip 
party leader, Mrs R Coldicott, on 
rcoldicott@hswv.co.uk

Austrian 
ski adventure 

for 2020

Year 11 Hospitality and Catering students dished up some treats as 
part of their practical exam.
They created meals including homemade pasta, prawn linguine, 
scotch eggs, salmon fish cakes, chicken paté and chicken curry as 
part of the four-hour exam, which forms part of their coursework.
They prepared their meals based on a brief of ‘waste not, want not’, 
a concept that has become increasingly popular to chefs due to 
the impact of TV shows, such as Great British Bake Off, Great British 
Menu and MasterChef.
They were tasked with acting as a catering assistant for a new bistro 
due to open on the edge of a city centre, given the responsibility of 
creating a menu to showcase the food of their country with nutri-
tious, interesting dishes containing locally-sourced, seasonal ingredi-
ents. Whilst being healthy, the brief also asked for the menus to pro-
mote the idea of sustainable living to families with young children, 
whilst ensuring the establishment met all legal and environmental 
requirements.
Finally, the brief asked that students create a plan for their menus, 
which could be easily followed by an apprentice.
Catering teacher, Miss E Williams, said: “It was a really interesting 
brief for the students to follow, which made them factor in a number 
of considerations to create their menus. They did a great job fulfilling 
the brief.”
Above are a selection of the meals students created, which were 
awarded various gradings ranging from Level 2 merit to distinction.

Catering students dish up 
treats for practical exam

Creative students to showcase 
work from ‘Titanium’ project

Creative students have been taking part in an exciting collaborative 
project, ready to showcase their performance work to relatives.
The project, called ‘Titanium’, has combined Dance, Drama and 
Music with Film Studies to allow students to work in collaboration and 
better understand how these subjects complement each other in 
the Performing Arts and Film industries.
The project will culminate in a sharing of work in Highfields Lyceum 
on May 9th at 5pm.  The showcase will be a workshop style perfor-
mance rather than a polished ‘show’ but will provide Parents and 
Carers with a fantastic opportunity to see for themselves the work 
their children have been doing in these subjects this term. 
Ms S Bishop, Head of Extra Curricular Performance, said: “The event 
will last approximately an hour and there will be refreshments after-
wards and a chance for you to chat and hopefully give us some 
feedback about the project. We are really excited about the show-
case and look forward to seeing you there.”
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Two former Highfields students 
played a pivotal role in the cre-
ation of a poignant BBC docu-
mentary that brought a Holocaust 
survivor’s horrific experiences inside 
a concentration camp to life.
The Newsround special doc-
umentary, ‘Finding My Family: 
Holocaust’, was created as part of 
commemorations to mark Holo-
caust Memorial Day.
It follows Holocaust survivor Steven 
Frank as he takes his teenage granddaughter Maggie on a 
journey to learn about his experiences.
They visit Amsterdam to learn about his happy life there 
before the war, and what happened to Dutch Jews during 
Nazi occupation. They then travel to Terezin in the Czech 
Republic, where Steven was held, to learn about the hor-
rors of life inside a concentration camp, before travelling to 
Auschwitz, where members of Steven’s family died.
Two former Highfields students, Maeve O’Sullivan and Joe 
Twilley, were part of the team that brought the moving 
documentary to life.
Maeve left Highfields in 2008 and now works as an Assistant 
Producer on BBC Newsround.
Talking about her role in the documentary, she said: “I 
worked on the production from the initial casting process 
through to the final post-production phase. My role as As-
sistant Producer involved finding a family to take part in the 
documentary.  

“I liaised with archivists and his-
torians to help shape the docu-
mentary and set up permission 
to film in locations across Europe. 
I assisted on location during a 
week of filming across Amster-
dam, the Czech Republic and 
Poland.”
Maeve was put in touch with 
Steven Frank and his family 
through fellow former Highfields 
student Joe, Communications 

Manager for the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, which runs 
the annual Holocaust Memorial Day on January 27th. As 
part of his role, Joe encourages schools, workplaces, inter-
faith groups, councils, libraries and many more places to 
put on events and activities to mark the day. 
He said: “It’s a particular privilege to be able to meet and 
speak with survivors of the Holocaust and more recent gen-
ocides as we share their experiences across the UK.
“I can’t claim too much credit for the documentary, but 
me and my colleagues at Holocaust Memorial Day Trust 
put the BBC in touch with Steven Frank. We’d worked with 
Steven before and he is a remarkable man who is so friend-
ly and willing to talk about his experiences to educate 
others. I was with him recently doing some media interviews 
and he was full of praise for Maeve and the BBC team 
who travelled around Europe filming. It’s great to see the 
finished film and we know so many people were watching 
it around Holocaust Memorial Day.”

 Holocaust documentary 
created with help of former 
Highfields students

By Jaya Sra 

In honouring Holocaust Memorial Day, students across the school were reminded of the horrors of World 
War Two. Head of History, Miss J Tappenden, delivered a thought-provoking assembly to all year groups, 
encouraging them to support the remembrance of those who lost their lives. 
Highlighted in the assembly was the shocking fact that over 5% of the British population do not believe 
that the Holocaust took place, whilst 45% do not know how many victims there were, according to an 
Opinion Matters survey. Although Holocaust Memorial Day has marked the loss and survival of Jewish 
and other targeted races during the time for the past 74 years, the number of survivors is beginning to 
diminish. In order to ensure that one of the most brutal and devastating episodes in world history is not 
forgotten, Year 9 students researched a range of different experiences, including the viewing of the BBC 
Newsround documentary (opposite) to create their own written portrayals of the event. 
Please find Jaya’s piece below:

      have survived. I have survived the treacherous days and 
horror that the Holocaust brought to me and millions of oth-
er fellow Jews every day. The living hell that we faced may 
now be over for me, but many people lost their lives
and aren’t free like myself. It pains me to think about this, 

knowing my family and friends have suffered great deaths. The 
anguish we went through will never be lost or forgotten and I 
hope that people will continue to remember it as an important 
lesson. I hope that people learn from this disastrous experience 
and in the future do not do anything like this ever again.
It all started when Hitler slowly (to prevent the civilisation from 
becoming suspicious) started to create laws against Jews, 
stopping us from living freely. He began by publicly burning 
books by Jews and random attacks on Jews, he then excluded 
Jewish people from exams in medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, 
law and military services. A year later he started to deny basic 
civil rights for Jews. 
After that, in the years 1935-1936 Hitler began to make the laws 
worse and worse, for example: Jews were no longer allowed to 
vote and lost German citizenship; benefit payments for large 
Jewish families stopped; Jews were banned from parks, res-
taurants and swimming pools; Jews were forbidden to use the 
greeting ‘Heil Hitler’; Jews were no longer allowed electrical/
optical equipment, bicycles, typewriters or records; passports 
for Jews to travel abroad were also restricted and many Jewish 
students removed from German schools and universities. Next, 
Jewish people were given special identity cards so that people 
knew they were Jews; Jews were given curfews; they were then 
forced to wear a star of David; they were forbidden to leave 
the country; Jewish children were no longer allowed to attend 
school and then a few years later there were continuous de-

portations.
However, Hitler didn’t just discriminate against Jews, he also 
discriminated against people with disabilities, people who were 
homosexual and people who weren’t the ‘perfect’ Germans. 
In Hitler’s eyes the perfect German meant you had to have 
blonde hair, blue eyes and to be tall. Many people didn’t meet 
these expectations and because of it, endured a painful life, 
and in most cases, a gruesome death. 
In the camps people were often separated from their families 
and sent to different camps from each other. The camps were 
absolutely filthy! They weren’t cleaned, and disease and illness 
spread due to this, killing people faster. We were barely fed an-
ything, as our food was vegetable peelings in water, and black, 
bitter bread. We were not allowed to wash our clothes and 
had to shave our hair to prevent things like lice. Because of the 
lack of food and the increase in disease, many many people 
died, and if they didn’t, they would be forced into hard, long 
labour until they did die. Some of the people were even told to 
walk and walk until they dropped dead due to starvation and 
thirst. Something that irritates me very much, is how Hitler and 
the Nazi’s pretended as though the camps were heavenly and 
that we were all having fun. They made videos, posters and 
colourful drawings to show that what they were doing wasn’t 
bad and that they were actually giving us a better life. 
I want to make sure that people remember this in history and 
talk about it so that everyone can learn from it and see what 
happened. Roughly 11 million civilians died in Germany and 6 
million of that amount were Jews. This statistic shows and proves 
that genocide is horrific and should never happen again. I 
hope that children will learn about this one day and never 
grow up to commit such nasty and terrible crimes.

Students pen emotional pieces in honour of 
Holocaust Memorial Day

 “The Holocaust & Me”
By Jaya Sra

Students are being given the chance to honour those who made the ultimate sacrifice for our 
freedom in World War One by visiting Belgian battlefields.
The trip to Ypres will take place from May 7th-9th 2020 and is open to students in Year 9, who 
studied the First World War earlier this year. Miss J Tappenden, Highfields’ Head of History who 
is organising the trip, said: “We anticipate that this will be an extremely popular trip having 
recently commemorated the 100-year anniversary of the end of WWI in school. Therefore we 
offer this trip to students who have shown a strong commitment to their History studies and will 
make the most of this opportunity.”
The trip is the latest of one of many visits the school has organised to Ypres over the past 15 
years. Students will visit a number of important landmarks including Commonwealth war grave 
sites, the In Flanders Fields Museum, as well as preserved trenches and battlefield sites.  
Miss Tappenden added: “This war is central to our History studies, having enormous impact on 
life and society in Britain and Germany in the Twentieth Century. The area is also the location 
familiar to many of the poets, writers and artists who recorded the horrors and anguish of the 
war and whose work is world famous. The visits are highly relevant to all students of History. This 
is also an unforgettable experience at a human level and relevant to many aspects of educa-
tion, especially, but not exclusively, History and English.” 

Battlefields trip to honour WW1 sacrifices 

I



Humans are a hugely social species, and the vast majority of 
us greatly enjoy communicating and engaging with others - 
whether that is through an email, text or spoken word.
Around the world, there are roughly 6,500 different 
languages spoken by different people; that is 6,500 different ways to communicate with each other. Learning just 
one of those 6,500 languages can open countless doors and opportunities. 
At Highfields, the opportunity to learn Spanish or French is offered, and learning even one of these languages 
would be hugely beneficial to your future. 
Mrs A Darby, Head of Modern Foreign Languages at Highfields, said: “Languages allow people to communicate 
better and make you more appealing to employers.”
This is the huge benefit of learning other languages as they allow people to express themselves through speech 
and being able to be confident in another language. Also, the dedication and resilience required to learn a 
language is reflected on you in the eyes of any future employers which adds extra appeal, and potentially giving 
you an edge over others wanting a job. Speaking a language can also be a brilliant way to gain a deeper un-
derstanding of the making of a language and how it works. This in-depth understanding of language can assist 
English lessons due to having to think about sentence structure and formation, as well as grammar. 
Languages aren’t just about the words. They are about trying to immerse yourself in, and understand, culture. 
Having this cultural understanding will make you a more open-minded person and will allow you to relate to, 
and bond with, others from around the world and with different backgrounds. This is due to having a potential 
common ground. Along with the cultural benefits, learning a language will make travel and going abroad easier 
because you will be more comfortable in the environment and can adapt easier to situations. Furthermore, con-
fidence can increase with learning a language due to a sense of fulfilment that comes from being able to learn 
the vocabulary. Moreover, because speaking another language requires you to consciously think about what 
you need to say, this results in you being more cautious and thoughtful about the words you use in everyday life, 
therefore allowing you to be more adaptable to sensitive situations and becoming an all-round better communi-
cator. Despite languages being challenging, they are extremely rewarding - not just academically, but socially.
They demonstrate that you are a well-rounded person and can adapt to different situations. The challenges that 
come with learning new languages are greatly outweighed by the numerous benefits. 

Sixth Form students gain Emergency First Aid qualifications
Sixth Form students have successfully completed a national-
ly-recognised Emergency First Aid qualification.
Eleven students voluntarily attended three two-hour sessions 
after school as part of their enrichment activities.
They learnt a range of skills, including CPR (cardio-pulmo-
nary resuscitation) and use of AED (automated external de-
fibrillator) together with how to treat major bleeding, burns, 
seizures, choking and fainting.  
The course is organised by Sixth Form Manager, Mrs L Cor-
bett, who said: “This is an essential life skill which will also be 
a fantastic addition to their University and job applications 
in the future.” Mrs Corbett runs Emergency First Aid courses throughout the year, with approximately 60 staff and 
students gaining qualifications during the last year.

 Why a love of
languages can 
connect the world

By Louise Saul-Braddock 
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Sixth Form students enjoyed hands-on experience of a 
range of University courses, including healthcare, early 
years development and crime scene analysis, as part 
of an event encouraging them to look ahead to the 
future.
University College of Birmingham staged the ‘Future U’ 
event to give students a taste of a number of career 
options they may wish to pursue after Highfields.
Twelve Year 12 students went along to the event, 
which saw them complete five sessions, each focused 
on a different career path. Sessions included a health 
suite simulation, which focused on hygiene in hospi-
tals, changing beds and taking temperatures, whilst 
a session in learning and play taught them the impor-
tance of play in the cognitive and emotional devel-
opment of children.
Sessions were also staged in crime scene analysis, de-

velopmental baby massage and public health, which 
allowed them to look at obesity and alcoholism.
As part of the event, they also got the chance to 
question several lecturers about the wide range of 
courses available, and learn more about University life.
Miss E Williams, Health and Social Care teacher, said: 
“The students thoroughly enjoyed the visit and now 
have a much better insight into what they would like 
to do in the future. 
“Quite a number of the students said they hadn’t 
realised the range of courses on offer or what lessons/
lectures would be like at University.”
One student said: “I enjoyed learning that University 
isn’t all about lectures and sitting in a classroom. This 
visit has made me more excited about the course that 
I want to take and has made me consider going to 
UCB in the future.”

Students get a taste of careers
in Health & Social Care

Students from Years 9 and 11 
got the chance to bond and 
revise during a residential trip 
to PGL (Parents Get Lost) in 
Boreatton Park in Shrewsbury. 
The group spent three days at 
the location, allowing them 
to take part in a number of 
outdoor activities and helpful 
revision sessions in Maths and 

English, led by school staff and Sixth Form students. Students 
were expected to be awake by 7:15am and out of their 
cabins by 7:45am for the three action-packed days, which 
featured zip wiring, archery, kayaking, trapeze and a giant 
swing. Each activity saw members of each group assigned 
a role so they could work together to complete it, allowing 
students to improve their teamwork and communication 
skills, as well as working together to conquer fears. Revision 
sessions were held throughout each day, which saw stu-

dents given a number of valua-
ble revision resources and past 
exam papers to take home to 
help them prepare for exams. 
One student said: “The teach-
ers created a hardworking but 
relaxed atmosphere for which 
we are all grateful as some 
students found that it was 
much easier to ask questions 
and ask for help outside of the normal classroom.” During 
the evening, PGL hosted a number of games including crab 
football, basketball, football, dodgeball and trampoline 
basketball, as well as a bonfire and dancing.
Mrs N Clifton, Head of Upper School, said: “Overall, it was a 
great trip which has not only enabled all of us to make some 
unforgettable memories for this year but has also enabled 
our students to grow closer together as we continue to study 
for exams.”

Students bond during fun-filled residential revision trip



Duke of Edinburgh’s 
success celebrated at 

awards ceremony

Youngsters got to grips with the great outdoors as part 
of activity days in Wales, which allow them to test their 
teamwork skills and build confidence over a number of 
challenges. Year 8 students spent an action-packed two 
days in Mid Wales as part of the initiative, which aims to 
provide students with new experiences and life skills to 

support them through 
their school life. It also 
prepares students wanting 
to enrol on to the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award 
programme in Year 9 for 
the challenges they will 
face. Groups of students 
have visited the site over 
the past term. The first 
day takes place at Lake 
Vyrnwy, in conjunction 
with Bethania Adventure 
Activity Centre, and sees 

students working together to build a raft. They also got the 
chance to canoe along sections of the reservoir to ex-
plore the history and geography of the area. The second 
day sees students based from Llandrinio Outdoor Educa-
tion Centre, where they are given the chance to attempt 
rock scrambling over Moel-Y-Golfa, the highest peak in 
the Breidden Hills. Mr C Moody, PE teacher and Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award Man-
ager, said the weekend 
allows students to expe-
rience opportunities in 
a safe but challenging 
environment, which helps 
improve their self-con-
fidence and resilience, 
and also their enjoyment 
of the outdoors which will 
hopefully lead to their 
enrolment on the DofE  
scheme in Year 9.
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Talented Sixth Form students 
travelled to Loughborough 
University to work on their inno-
vative engineering designs as 
part of a national project.
Two teams of Year 12 stu-
dents have been working with 
industry experts to bring new 
designs to life as part of the 
prestigious Engineering Educa-
tion Scheme. 
One team is working on the 
creation of an Air Entrapment 
Solution, alongside profession-
als from Mott Macdonald Bent-
ley, whilst the other group of 
budding engineers have par-
tially built the prototype of their 
Nuclear Waste Dissector, which 
they have developed with the 
help of ANSALDO Nuclear. 
Students were able to work on 
their projects using the facilities 
in Loughborough University’s 
engineering workshops and will 

now continue with their prototype builds after school and in week-
ly meetings with their supervising companies.
The national scheme is run by the Engineering Development Trust 
and allows small teams from different schools to take part in de-
signing, building and presenting an engineering project that could 
be of significant use to a local engineering company.
Later this year, the teams will take part in a National Celebration 
and Assessment Day where they will get the chance to display 
their projects and present their work to a panel of judges.
Physics teacher, Mr A Britton, said: “The students all enjoyed the 
trip to Loughborough University and found it very useful.
“The MMB team built a test rig and carried out lots of experiments, 
whilst the ANSALDO team have managed to partially build their 
prototype. Both teams will now continue to work on their proto-
types with their companies during weekly meetings in the school’s 
workshops.”

Young engineers showcase 
their innovative designs

                REVIEW
Magical start to Skills 

4 Life 
The Sixth Form welcomed a new extra-curric-
ular timetable, Skills 4 Life, aimed at providing 
skill development opportunities for students 
whilst also motivating them for their future ca-
reers. Sessions have been organised to include 
sign language, communication with universi-
ties, apprenticeships and first aid. Mr N Max-
field, who supports the Sixth Form Year Team, 
thought a great way to start the programme 
would be to get a guest speaker who could 
motivate and share his story on following his 
dreams on a different career path. 
English teacher, Miss Walllace, reviews the 
performance, by magician Mark Barber, of 
iNFiNiTi:

“It’s not often you get invited to attend a 
magic show in the middle of another busy 
week of school, so when the offer arises, you 
go! At 3.30pm on Wednesday 13th February, 
the Lyceum was filled with anticipation with 
around 100 Sixth Form students and members 
of staff awaiting to be charmed and captivat-
ed by Birmingham’s finest magician, iNFiNiTi. 
Delete any preconceptions you may have 
– there weren’t any rabbits springing from 
hats, unruly doves making a bid for freedom, 
or glamorous assistants (unless you count Mr 
Maxfield, of course!)
iNFiNiTi offers a cutting-edge performance 
that launches magic into the 21st Century. 
Within minutes, the tough audience were 
captivated by Mark’s phenomenal ability to 
leave you spellbound. Yet, it wasn’t the magic 
that dominated the performance - it was 
Mark’s authenticity, charisma and passion. 
Holding the audience in the palm of his hand, 
he offered some invaluable advice about ed-
ucation, work and life. He offered a refreshing 
perspective on the importance of confronting 
and overcoming adversity, and using every 
opportunity and experience to grow and 
develop.
iNFiNiTi is more than just a magic show; it is 
about making the impossible possible.”

Challenging activity days put students to the test

 Students were honoured for their achievements on the Duke Of Edin-
burgh’s Award programme with a celebration evening hosted at 
Highfields. A total of 76 DofE Bronze, Silver and Gold certificates were 
handed out on the night. Family and friends of the successful students 

were invited to the event, and were able to watch a selection of videos of the students’ experiences on their expe-
ditions as well as hearing their thoughts and memories of their DofE journey. Certificates were presented by former 
Highfields teacher, Sir Michael Griffiths.
Special in-house awards were also presented on the night to students who have worked to achieve beyond the 
expectations of the award they completed. The Bronze Award went to Jack Edwards, with the Silver Award going 
to Vishal Patel and the Gold Endeavour Award being split between Miss L McKenna-Fraser and Jemma Payne.
All of the Gold Award winners will be officially presented with their awards during a glittering celebration in London. 



Premier League rewards trip 
for sporty students 
Football-mad students scored some world-class training as part of a thrilling behind-the-scenes trip to Manchester City FC.
Around 30 students took part in the training weekend, which kicked off with a tour of the grounds, football museum and 
Etihad Stadium, including the 5* facilities in the Players Lounge, circular home changing room and pitch-side dugout, com-
plete with heated seats. 
Students also enjoyed two sessions at Manchester City’s training ground, posed for photographs in the press conference 
room and watched Man City Ladies draw 2-2 with Chelsea.
They rounded off the football-focused weekend by watching Manchester City’s remarkable 6-0 thrashing of Chelsea to 
reclaim their position at the top of the Premier League.
Mr C Brickwood, Highfields’ Head of PE, said: “It was a wonderful opportunity for students to enjoy world-class coaching at 
an incredible training ground.
“All of the students on the trip have taken part in at least 15 hours of extra curricular activities, so this was a fitting reward for 
their dedication and commitment to sport.
“It was an amazing experience, and one which has really inspired our talented young footballers of the future.”
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Undefeated netball 
players secure victory

Members of Highfields’ Year 9 Netball Team are celebrating another 
victorious year, being named Champions of both the City Tourna-
ment and the Elite League.
The talented team is the only one of the school’s sporting teams to 
remain undefeated across the board.
Mrs J Brickwood, Highfields’ Assistant Head of PE, said: “As their man-
ager I am exceptionally proud of them. We are hoping for them to 
win the ‘Team of the Year’ accolade at this year’s Legacy Awards in 
the Summer, which celebrates the school’s sporting talent.”

Professional netball stars  
train students 

Budding basketball players put in some 
impressive performances on the courts 
to make the Play Off Quarter Finals of 
the prestigious Junior NBA competition.
The regional competition is based on 
the NBA, with six leagues - Northwest, 
Pacific, Southwest, Southeast, Cen-
tral and Atlantic - each featuring five 
teams. The teams play fixtures in their 
league before qualifying for the knock-
out stages, with the top four teams then 
going through to the play-off finals.
Each school plays as a professional NBA 
team, with kits to match. The draw was 
made by former NBA Hall of Famer, All 
Star David Robinson.
Our Year 7 team represented Utah 
Jazz and played students from Moseley 
School, Our Lady & St Chad’s School, 
The Royal School and George Salter 
School in the group phase. Year 8 stu-
dents played as the Denver Nuggets.
Students taking part in the tournament 
were selected from basketball practice, 
which takes place every Wednesday 
night. Both teams put in some impres-
sive performances to make the Play Off 
Quarter Finals, but were sadly knocked 
out at this stage. Mr C Brickwood, Head 
of PE, said: “Basketball is a really popu-
lar sport here at Highfields and we have 
some really talented players. This com-
petition is great fun as students repre-
sent an NBA team and our players had 
a really good run, so should feel really 
proud of how far they went.”

Budding NBA stars 
impress on the 

basketball courts  

Bear Grylls adventure 
trip to test students 

Students are being given the chance to 
push themselves to the limit by going along 
to the Bear Grylls Adventure Park at Birming-
ham’s NEC, and test themselves on a range 
of physical and mental challenges.
The trip will take place on May 4th.
There are 40 places available for students 
who have 20 signatures for extra-curricular 
participation.
See Mr C Brickwood for more information.

Future sports reporter Jude in running for 
national blogging award

Football-mad student, 
Jude Aston, is celebrating 
after being nominated for 
a prestigious award for his 
sporting blogs.
Year 9 student Jude has 
made it through to the 
final shortlist of the Football 
Blogging Awards, which 
will be held at Manchester 
City’s Etihad Stadium on 
May 9th.

The Aston Villa supporter has been running his blog, Jude’s 
Journey, for the past 18 months. It has seen him interview a 
number of current and former footballers such as Paul Gas-
coigne, Jack Grealish and World Cup winner Ossie Ardiles, 
as well boxing stars such as Tony Bellew.

Jude is in the running to be named Best Young Content 
Creator at the Football Blogging Awards. 
He said: “I feel very privileged to be nominated for an 
award of this magnitude. To be nominated out of 144,000 
people is an achievement in itself! I also feel this could be 
a platform to get my message across to people that you 
shouldn’t let anything stop you in life and you can achieve 
anything you like!”
Budding sports reporter Jude’s blog is available on YouTube 
at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSC5-lu8C8-LD-
K0MOCBqMLw?view_as=subscriber, whilst he also uploads 
his video blogs to his Instagram page on https://www.insta-
gram.com/judes_journey_yt/
Please support Jude’s nomination by visiting https://foot-
ballbloggingawards.co.uk/vote-now/ and clicking ‘Jude’s 
Journey’.

Budding netball players of the future got the chance to train with 
the professionals, before seeing them in action on the courts, as part 
of a Manchester Thunder Tour.
A total of 24 sporty students took part in the trip, which ran from 
March 8th - 10th. 
Students trained with the Manchester Thunder players, completed 
fixtures against local opposition (pictured above) and got to watch 
Manchester Thunder beat Surrey Storm (pictured below).
After being put through their paces by the professional sportswom-
en, students also got the chance to relax with bowling and a shop-
ping trip to the Trafford Centre.
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The Champions!
Talented young footballers netted tournament success to be 
named Division One winners of the Wolverhampton School 
League.
The Year 7 team were crowned champions with a convincing 
5-2 victory over St Edmund’s School.
PE Teacher, Mr T Rolls, said: “Guven Gedi scored a brace in 
the first 5 minutes of the game to put the boys in a comforta-
ble position. However, after playing well up the slope, compla-
cency kicked in and just 10 minutes later the game was poised 

at 2-2. After a period of pressure from St Edmund’s, Lewis Finch 
scored a pivotal goal to help regain the lead. Then, with just 
seconds to go until half time, Guven Gedi scored his third hat 
trick in as many games taking the score to 4-2 at half time. The 
second half was a fantastic battle between both teams but 
with little happening at either end of the pitch until Lewis Finch 
grabbed his second of the game with just 10 minutes left to 
seal the victory and the league for the young guns.
“Congratulations boys!”

Highfields’ Year 7 football team clinch league with 5-2 victory 

Highfields’ talented footballers are celebrating after making it 
through to the finals of the Wolverhampton City Cup.
Our Year 7, Year 8 and Under 19s teams have each played 
four teams to reach the finals of the tournament, which will be 
played on the week beginning May 6th.
Our Year 7 team will take on Wolverhampton Grammar, whilst 
our Year 8 team face The Royal School. The U19 team will take 
on Heath Park in their final.

Mr C Brickwood, Head of PE, said: “They’ve put in some fan-
tastic performances throughout the tournament to reach their 
respective finals. It is testament to their hard work that Highfields 
has three teams through to this stage, and we wish them all the 
very best of luck for their games.”
All of the school’s football teams train on a Tuesday or Wednes-
day evening after school. All students are welcome to train, 
with the opportunity to represent the school competitively.

Football teams make it through to finals of City-wide tournament


