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ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL YEAR



2015 2014 2013 2012

5A*-C 77.8
(186)

73.3
(181)

88.9
(217)

84.9
(208)

5A*-G 98.3
(235)

96.0
(237)

99.2
(242)

96.3
(236)

EBACC 17.5
(41)

21.5 
(53)

23.3
(57)

9.4
(23)

5A*-C
inc Eng & Ma

71
(170)

64
(158)

68
(167)

62
(153)

A*-C Science 80
(191)

69.2 
(171) 

66.4
(162)

62.0
(154)

Exam success - GCSE



• T R A D I T I O N A L  V A L U E S

• E V E R Y  C H I L D  M A T T E R S

• S U P P O R T  A N D  C H A L L E N G E

• I N N O V A T I V E  A P P R O A C H E S

• S T A N D A R D S



The Year 8 Team
•Ms J Parker: Assistant Head teacher (Lower School)

•Year Manager 

•Assistant Year Manager 

•Yr 8 Tutor Team 

•You as parents



Our Expectations for Year 8
Our expectations for students are clear and 
simple and can be easily supported at home:

• Attend school
• Be punctual
• Be well presented
• Have respect for self and others
• Complete all work to the best of their ability
• Be organised
• Never give up easily and seek help when in 

difficulty



Welcome Year 8
Highfields School Mathematics 

Department

Head of Learning School Mr Wright pwright@hswv.co.uk
Head of Year 7 & 8 Maths Mr Millard        tmillard@hswv.co.uk



Curriculum

KS3 curriculum is taught in Years 7 and 8
KS4 - GCSE curriculum now begins in Year 9

Throughout Year 8 there are:
2 x 100 minute lessons of curriculum topics each 
week and 
1 additional 50 minute lesson of numeracy
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Setting

Across Year 8, students are timetabled in thirds, 
with 3 maths groups per third

Setting is based loosely on ability using information 
from
• Continuous teacher assessment
• Half termly standard assessment
• End of Year final assessment

Half termly test results can go up and down by topic
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Marking and Assessment

• National Curriculum levels are changing to the 
new number grading system.

• Students self-assess and peer-assess their work 
i.e. they mark their work as they go

• This enables teachers to determine any problems, 
and address issues as they arise in lesson

• Work is taken in and marked by the teacher every 
2-3 weeks

• There should be targets and next-step comments 
to assist students  in making improvements
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Assessment Targets

Students should be able to answer:

• What grade am I working at?

• What grade is my target?

• What do I need to do to improve?

This information should be apparent from their 
written work.
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At Highfields Mathematics Department, we believe that 

effective homework has a very positive effect on student 

progress.

• Quality not quantity

• Develops independent learning beyond lesson

• Should promote thinking mathematically
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Homework should be set weekly, and should take 

between 20 and 40 minutes.

It may consist of 

• Worksheets and exercises continuing from 

lesson

• Work bridging towards the next lesson

• ICT based – research, maths websites etc.

• If your child is unsure about their homework, 

encourage them to see their teacher
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Practise times tables 
every day

Reinforce Maths in 
practical situations e.g. 
time, money, measuring

Ensure your child has a 
pen, pencil, rubber, ruler 

and calculator every 
lesson

Encourage them to see 
their teacher when they 

are unsure

How can you help your child?



Using ICT as a learning resource

Interactive resources:
www.MyMaths.co.uk
www.mathswatchvle.co.uk
www.sumdog.co.uk
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What pupils learn in Year 8 English
• Crime Writing
• Fun, Fights and Magic (Shakespeare x 2)
• Poetry (pre and post 1914)
• Issues (Homelessness / Animal 

Testing/Computer Games Addiction)
• Pre 1914 and Modern Drama (The Hound of 

the Baskervilles, Room 13, Little Soldier.)
• Prose x 2 (Wolf Brother, Holes, Millions)
• Theme Park 
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Assessment
Pupils work is assessed in three areas:  Reading, 

writing and the spoken word.
• Pupils are encouraged to develop independent 

learning skills (reading /researching 
independently, working in small groups, 
preparing for presentations).  

• Pupils will complete at least one assessment 
each half term designed to assess their 
progress and set targets to help them improve 
their attainment.  
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What we do:
• Building confidence by positive 

feedback.  (WWW / EBI)
• Making use of peer assessment 

and self-marking strategies.  
• A wide variety of different 

reading and writing experiences 
to encourage creativity and 
involvement.  

• Enrichment beyond the 
classroom (Film, theatre, 
author visits.)
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What you can do
1. Check homework is completed and encourage 

improvements, especially to accuracy. (SSPS)  
2. Be aware of past targets for improvement. (See 

target sheets).  
3. Talk to them about the topics they have been 

studying in English, books they are reading etc.  
4. Encourage them to read more widely – all 

students will have a reading list provided and 
be involved in NATE’s Rooted in Reading 
programme. 
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• A simple online homework calendar showing homework information, 
deadlines and attachments to support students when completing their 
homework.

• From September 7th, all homework will be displayed online, using Show 
My Homework.

• Log in details have been give to all students.

Show My Homework
Supporting students’ independent learning 



Your child’s personal homework calendar



Benefits of SMHW for your child

• They can see all of their homework at the click of a button  - 24/7

• Support materials can be uploaded to help them with their homework

• Teachers can set differentiated homework 

• It provides a personalised experience to help your child stay organised 

and plan ahead  - Automatic due date reminders  

• Parental support 



Benefits of SMHW for Parents

• You can see exactly how much homework has been set for 
your child.

• It’s much easier to take part in supporting your child’s 
learning at home

• Improved communication with school



How to log on - parents

• Letter containing your log in details, go to showmyhomework.co uk 
and log in

When you log in, if 
you have more than 
one child, they will 
appear on the same 
page. From here you 
can find their 
homework.



• When you log in, your child’s homework appears in the calendar as a 
block, stretching from the issue date to the due date.

• You can select a piece of homework for more details.



• In this view we can see a task’s title 
and description, how long the 
homework is expected to take, and 
how it should be submitted.

• Helpful resources – files & websites –
are displayed below the homework. 



• When your child has logged in, they have a personalised to-do list.

• Homework is in order of deadlines, the nearest being at the top.

Tick the boxes as you complete each task 
to remove them from your to-do list.



• Select the link on our school website to view the  whole school homework 
calendar. 

• The homework calendar is here so that if you forget your login details, you can 
still find your child’s homework.

Coloured blocks represent tasks. 

The number in the corner of the block counts 
down to its due date.

If a block is greyed out, the deadline has 
passed. 

A grey block with a coloured outline is a 
deadline.

Highfields 
School



Parents and students can download the 
Show My Homework App, for iPhone, 
iPad, iPod Touch and Android Devices. 



Support

Once you input the school email address on Show My Homework, 
you can contact them if you need any support.

Email: help@showmyhomework.co.uk

Phone: 0207 197 9550

Twitter: @showmyhomework

School - enquires@hswv.co.uk



How much homework will a child be set?

• Every student in year 8 will have a 40 minute homework in each of 
the core subjects (English, Maths and Science) each week.

• Spanish/French will have a 20 minute homework each week.

• All other subjects (except PE) will have a 3 hour per half term 
allocation which will allow a variety of homework provision including 
extended homework for projects.

• Please contact Heads of Department if you have any questions 
about homework.



Student Planners

• Students should have this planner on 
them at all times . Each week please 
sign it to say that you have seen it.

• Show my homework password is stuck 
inside it. 

• Email addresses for staff inside.

• Form tutors will check planners every 
week and they may be used to share 
brief messages with home.



Key Dates 2015/2016

Progress Review 1 2 November 2015

Progress Review 2 14 December 2015

Progress Review 3 8 February 2016

Progress Review 4 18 April 2016

Parents Evening 4.30-7p.m. 5  May 2016

Year 8 Final Reports 27 June 2016



Thank you for attending the 
Year 8 Welcome evening

My contact is:
jparker@hswv.co.uk
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