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Want to get involved with The H?
Have you got a flair for writing; a drive for 
digging out the latest news; a passion for 
putting across your views and opinions? 
Then why not join The H team?
We are always on the lookout for budding 
future journalists to join the team to bring 
our termly newspaper to life.
Even if you don’t aspire to a future career 
in journalism, you can still help by submit-
ting story ideas and features for the team. 
Make sure to get in touch so we can give 
your news article or achievement the cov-
erage it deserves by emailing 

theheditorial@hswv.co.uk 

• The views in this newspaper are those of the author and not necessarily those of Highfields School.
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 Welcome back from your summer 
 holidays. Hopefully you’ve all enjoyed 
 a well-deserved rest before we get 
 straight back into the swing of the 2019/20 

academic year.
I’m sure you will all join me in wishing a warm welcome 
to our new Year 7 students. The move from Primary 
School to Secondary School can be daunting, but we will all do everything we can to make the transition as 
seamless as possible to ensure they are welcomed into our Highfields family and prosper over the coming years.
The school has still been a hive of activity over the summer. Students and staff gave up a week of their holidays 
to attend a special Performance Summer School to rehearse for our two upcoming musical productions, whilst 
dozens more travelled on a History trip to Germany and Poland to learn more about the horrors of the Third 
Reich.
I am delighted to report another fantastic set of exam results released over the summer. Our Year 11 students 
raised the bar to achieve another record-breaking set of GCSE results, whilst we saw the highest number of 
successful university applications in the school’s history from our A-Level students. I would like to say a huge 
congratulations to all of the students and staff concerned for their incredible effort and achievements. We look 
forward to welcoming many students back to study their A-Levels in our Sixth Form, and I would like to wish all 
students going on to the next chapter of their lives outside of Highfields the very best of luck for the future.
This latest edition of The H gives you a flavour of the many achievements, successes and events over the last 
term and throughout the summer, and I’m looking forward to celebrating many more over the coming term.

Mr G Tate

Highfields bids 
farewell to 

Karen after 15 
years   

Emily and Yuvraj to lead school’s
Head Team for 2019/20

   New starts and fond farewells

A warm welcome to our 
new Year 7 students 

A word from...
your Headteacher,
Mr Graham Tate

A new Head Team has been appointed for the 2019/20 academic year - with 
mental health and the environment among the issues set out as priorities for the 
year ahead.
Yuvraj Bhagotra has been given the position of Head Boy, with Emily Longman 
chosen as Head Girl. Dash Sharma and Tash Morrison will take on the roles of 
Deputy Head Boy and Deputy Head Girl respectively.
Students who exemplify good behaviour, grades and attendance are chosen 
to be part of the Head Team, responsible for setting an example for other stu-
dents and serving as leaders in school activities.
Emily said she was delighted to have been chosen for her role.
She added: “I am both honoured and excited to have been given the role of 
Head Girl. I am eager to work with the rest of the team, as well as the whole 
student body, so we can make Highfields the best it can be.
“My main focus for this year, as well as helping to organise events such as the 
Sixth Form prom and The Social, will be to raise awareness of the importance of 
good mental health and to improve the school’s efforts to become more envi-
ronmentally friendly. 
“I am eager to carry on working hard in the year ahead.”
 Mr S Pycroft, Head of Sixth Form, said: “I am sure I speak on behalf of all col-
leagues in wishing the Head Team good luck in their respective positions.”

We are all delighted to welcome our 
new Year 7 students to Highfields. A total 
of 280 students have now started at the 
school after enjoying a two-day induc-
tion ahead of the summer break. Head-
teacher, Mr G Tate, said: “The transition 
from primary to secondary school is a big 
step, but I am sure they will all be happy 
and successful at our school.”
 

Highfields has bid a fond farewell 
to its longstanding and much-
loved Senior Admin Officer, Mrs 
Karen Mills, after 15 years at the 
school.
Karen started at Highfields as an 
Admin Assistant in November 
2004, working for Mrs J Fisher, 
before moving on to the role of 
Headteacher’s PA and finally 
Senior Admin Officer (Media & 
SLMT Admin).
She said it had been a pleasure 
to work for the school and with 
such an amazing team of Admin 
staff for the past 15 years.
Although she is not retiring, and 
plans to take on a part-time 
job in the future, she is looking 
forward to spending more time 
with her family, including her two 
grown up children and three 
beloved grandchildren - Finnley, 
3, Orla, 10 months, and Nola, 9 
months.
As well as babysitting duties and 
more time to spend helping with 
her elderly mother-in-law, she 
is also delighted to have more 
time to dedicate to her hobbies, 
including gardening, cycling, 
walking - and lots of holidays in 
school term time!
She added: “I would like to say 
thank you for all the wonderful 
gifts, flowers, cards and good 
wishes I have received. 
“It has been a pleasure to have 
been part of such an amazing 
Admin team for the past 15 years 
but I am looking forward to a 
new chapter (I’m not retiring..!)
“I wish everyone at Highfields all 
the very best for next year.”
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Students celebrate 
GCSE success

Highfields is delighted to be celebrating another record-breaking set of GCSE results for the school.
Students raised the bar to attain higher grades than last year, with 80% of students achieving a standard pass 
(Grade 4 or above) in both English and Maths. In addition, 56% of students attained a strong pass (Grade 5 or 
above) in both English and Maths.
A total of 51% of students achieved at least one 9-7 grade, with 31% of students attaining three or more 9-7 
grades.
Special recognition goes to Sara Malik, Joseph Regan, Anika Patel, Louise Saul-Braddock, Preanna Patel, Dillan 
Sandhu, Adam Maltby and Arran Jakhu, who achieved an outstanding 48 Grade 9s between them. 
In addition, Smile Singh, Jasmine Johal, Lucy Evans and Leighton Pugh also deserve special acknowledgment for 
their excellent set of GCSE results and for having made the most progress of all students this year.
Mrs N Clifton, Head of Upper School, said: “We are very proud and pleased that our students continue to achieve 
more, year on year. We would like to offer our congratulations to students, parents and staff for their fabulous 
achievements and fantastic progress made.”

Highfields is especially proud of three of its 
highest achieving students, who between them 
achieved a total of 29 Grade 9 grades, placing 
them among the country’s elite.
Nationally this year, 837 GCSE students taking at 
least 7 GCSEs scored a clean sweep of Grade 9s 
in all subjects, making up just 0.1% of the 700,000 
teenagers who took exams in England this sum-
mer. 
This makes the achievement of Joseph Regan 
even more impressive - with a clean sweep of 11 
Grade 9 GCSE grades in English Language; Eng-
lish Literature; Maths; Biology; Physics; Chemistry; 
History; Business Studies; Spanish; Design Technol-
ogy and Citizenship. 
Joseph said he was delighted that all of his hard 
work had paid off.
“I was confident that I had done well in my exams 
but I never imagined I would get a full set of 
Grade 9s, especially in Spanish because the exam was so 
difficult,” he said.
Although he is still unsure which career path to pursue in the 
future, he is looking forward to studying for A-Levels at High-
fields Sixth Form in Maths, Economics and English Literature.
Also joining this elite group of Grade 9 students are Sara 
Malik, who achieved 10 Grade 9s and one Grade 8 GCSE (in 
English Language; English Literature; Maths; Biology; Physics; 
Chemistry; Geography; History; Computer Science; Spanish 
and Citizenship) and Anika Patel, who achieved eight Grade 
9s, two Grade 8s and one Grade 7 (in English Language; Eng-
lish Literature; Maths; Biology; Physics; Chemistry; Geography; 
Computer Science; Spanish; Business Studies and Citizenship). 
Both students will be continuing their studies in the Sixth Form. 
Sara - who dreams of one day studying medicine at Univer-
sity and becoming a doctor - will be taking her A-Levels in 
Biology, Chemistry and Maths, with Anika choosing to study 

Maths, Physics and Computer Science. 
Sara said: “I was just so relieved and happy with my results. 
My family was very happy, and my mum couldn’t stop crying 
outside!”
Anika said she couldn’t believe she’d opened the right enve-
lope.
“I was hoping for one or two Grade 9s but nothing like this,” 
she added. “Being among the national elite is quite surreal. 
“My family are very proud.”
Mrs N Clifton, Head of Upper School, said she is absolutely de-
lighted that their hard work and talent had been recognised 
and rewarded. 
But she said she was equally delighted by the performanc-
es of all students this year, and that seeing the sheer joy on 
students’ faces when they opened envelopes to realise that 
they had got the Grade 4 or 5 in a subject they had worked 
so hard on was what made it all so worthwhile.

Students named among 
country’s elite 

 Ball gowns and tuxedos on show for 
end-of-year proms
From tuxedos to tiaras, top-of-the-range sports cars and gorgeous gowns, leaving proms provided a spectacular send-off 
for Highfields’ Year 11 and Sixth Form students.
Year 11 students turned on the style for their celebration at Blakelands Country House in Bobbington, whilst Year 13 stu-
dents officially marked the end of their time at Highfields with a celebration at the Mount Hotel in Tettenhall.
Mrs N Clifton, Head of Upper School, said: “Both proms were a wonderful celebration of the end of the school year for our 
students who had worked so hard towards their exams.
“The events gave our students the chance to let their hair down and enjoy themselves in style after months of studying 
and revision. We wish them all well as they move on to the next chapter of their lives.”



A-Level results
are top class

Highfields to host open events 
for prospective students 
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Highfields Sixth Form celebrates 
positive results and highest 
number of successful university 
applications in its history

Students are celebrating positive AS and A-Level results, with record numbers of students now moving 
on to university.
Sixth Form students achieved a 100% pass rate - 73% of them being A*-C grades.
Thirty per cent of students achieved A*-A grades in Science and Maths, 11 of them being the top A* 
grade.
This year has been the most successful in the school’s history for university applications, with 123 stu-
dents offered university places. 
Special mention must also go to Summa Bains, who achieved three A*s in Biology, Chemistry and 
Mathematics, and Jacob Davis, who also got three A*s in Chemistry, Mathematics and Physics. Roshan 
Koli achieved an A* in Mathematics, A* in Physics and A in Further Mathematics.
Mr Steve Pycroft, Head of Sixth Form, said: “We are incredibly proud of our A-Level students. They have  
achieved fantastic results, with more students than ever before being successful with their university 
applications. 
“The students have worked incredibly hard during their time at Highfields and fully deserve their re-
wards. I wish them the very best of luck for the future.”

Summer showcase ends school term in 
spectacular style
The 2018/19 academic year was brought to a close in spec-
tacular style when Highfields threw open its doors to fami-
lies and members of the local community for the Summer 
Showcase.
Crowds were entertained with a packed programme of 
events and activities, including dance and drama displays, 
performances by the school choir, bands, arts & crafts stalls, 
enterprise challenges and showcases of students’ work.
Staff got involved in a range of fun-filled challenges, includ-
ing ‘Beat The Goalie’, Egg & Spoon Race, Welly Wanging, 
and a Tug of War competition.
Refreshments were served throughout the day, whilst money 

was raised for Guide Dogs through the sale of students’ 
crafts and cakes. Dozens of students competed in a range 
of disciplines in the Sports Day element of the event, break-
ing a number of school sporting records in the process.
Ms J Parker, Head of Lower School who organised the event, 
said: “Many thanks to everyone who came along and took 
part - students and staff in particular, but also members of 
the local community and partner organisations who work 
alongside us in school. 
“We have received so many positive comments about the 
day. It was a wonderful way to mark the start of summer.”

Highfields will be welcoming hundreds of prospective students and parents when it hosts its annual Open Morning and Sixth 
Form Open Evening.
The Open Morning will take place from 10:00am-12:30pm on Saturday 21st September and feature a range of activities, 
including hands-on scientific experiments, music challenges, a Dragons Den-style enterprise competition, performances of 
dance and drama, food making demonstrations and psychology experiments.
The Sixth Form Open Evening will take place from 5:30-8pm on Wednesday 27th November.
Visitors will get the chance to speak to current Sixth Form students and staff about the range of courses available, as well as 
speaking to representatives from a range of universities, employers and apprentice providers.
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Tackling knife crime head on
Knife crime is rarely out of the news headlines, with the issue 
in the UK increasing at a rapid and alarming rate. 
Shocking statistics show that there were 43,516 knife crime 
offences in the 12 months ending March 2019 in England 
and Wales, an 80% increase from the low-point in the year 
ending March 2014 and the highest number since com-
parable data was compiled. The number of knife-related 
homicides went from 272 in 2007 to 186 in 2015. Since then it 
has risen every year, with a steep increase in 2017-18, when 
there were 285 killings, the highest figure since 1946.
Police budget cuts, lack of youth provisions and lenient pros-
ecutions have all been used as explanations for the worrying 
trend, whilst some have also cited the steep decline in the 
use by police of stop and search powers, which enable 
officers to search people on the street if they have reason-
able grounds to suspect they may be carrying weapons, 
illegal drugs, stolen property or items to be used to commit 
a crime.
From 2009, the number of stops fell sharply across England 
and Wales, especially in London, primarily because of con-
cerns that the measures unfairly targeted young black men, 
wasted police resources and were ineffective at catching 
criminals.
Reassuringly, both policy makers and education providers 
are working hard to find ways of stemming the trend and 
tackling the issue of knife crime.
The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, has published a free, 
detailed 80-page knife crime strategy to raise awareness of 
the issue and educate people of all ages about the dan-
gers associated with carrying knives and ways to stop the 
worrying trend of knife crime. Shops and retailers can also 

access training to prevent knife crime shoplifting incidents 
and protect staff if they occur, whilst workers are allowed to 
ask more identity questions to reduce the risk of ‘accidental 
sales’. 
The Home Office has announced that six companies from 
the UK will receive £460,000 to detect and identify any 
blades people are carrying whilst Scotland Yard, with the 
Mayor of London’s support, has begun increasing the use 
of stop and search again due to anecdotal evidence from 
police that young people are now more inclined to car-
ry knives because of growing confidence they won’t be 
stopped.
However, rebuilding trust and combating prejudice by 
ensuring that it is not a disproportionate number of teenag-
ers, certain races and ethnic groups being targeted is vital 
because this leads to distrust and negative results.
It is important that schools educate students on the law, 
and most importantly the risks involved with carrying knives. 
In light of the increase in knife crime, teachers are being 
trained to spot the warning signs of those at risk from getting 
involved in potentially dangerous situations, whilst schools 
and police forces have teamed up to run assemblies warn-
ing students about the potentially devastating effects of 
knife crime.
Highfields is a supporter of the anti-knife campaign run by 
West Midlands Police following knife incidents in Wolver-
hampton. The school recently welcomed a Police Commu-
nity Support Officer to deliver assemblies to students about 
the dangers of carrying knives as part of the school’s support 
for the campaign.

By Hena Jagpa, 9E

Highfields welcomed members of Gazebo Theatre to run a 
workshop for students in Year 8. Their performance, followed 
by a Q&A, was based on the following synopsis:
Let me introduce you to a young girl named, Naomi. She 
lives in Wolverhampton and attends a local secondary 
school. You could be sitting next to a girl like Naomi in your 
class or even on the bus on the way home. Life hasn’t been 
kind to her. For the few tender years of her life, she has suf-
fered loss and many hardships through no fault of her own. 
Sometimes, it does feel as though the odds are stacked 
against you. Finally, having felt alone for such a long time 
(because she didn’t quite fit in at school) Naomi is befriend-
ed by Danielle who offers her a freedom that she is denied at 
home. An intense friendship ensues that allows Naomi to en-
ter a world that her family and her school have tried desper-
ately to protect her from, but she doesn’t listen as she thinks 
she knows best and she enjoys the power her newfound 
popularity brings. Her life begins to spiral, whilst she thinks 
she is finally taking control. Naomi, like many young people, 
never even considered the consequences because she was 
now living her best life. Or so she thought ...
Mrs C Hartshorne, Head of Citizenship, said: “The workshop 
powerfully raised awareness of the complex issues surround-
ing peer pressure, whilst also aiming to shatter the glamorisa-

tion of gang culture. The perfor-
mance highlights how feelings of 
isolation and a search for be-
longing can lead to unthinkable 
consequences - it’s a realistic, yet 
sensitive, portrayal of the issues 
currently threatening our commu-
nity, which is why it resonated with 
each of its captivated audience 
members. 
“The students were immediately 
hooked. A cleverly written drama 
which not only led students to 
rightly question the intentions of others, consider the laws 
around knife crime and the long term impact of any involve-
ment but it also reinforced the strategies that students can 
draw upon if they find themselves in a risky situation.
“The poignant hard-hitting performance boldly confronts 
the complex issue of exploitation and manipulation being 
masqueraded as authentic and genuine friendship. Mak-
ing friends is a difficult path to navigate, and several wrong 
choices can change your life. Your life can change in an 
instant. Make the right choice.”

 Hard-hitting workshop highlights how students 
can be manipulated into a life of crime 

Former Highfields students rubbed shoulders with royalty when they celebrated 
achieving the highest possible honour on the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award pro-
gramme at Buckingham Palace. 
Rachel Clarke and Libby Mckenna-Fraser, who has worked at Highfields as an 
apprentice, attended the palace to be presented with their DofE Gold Awards in 
the presence of Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex.
The guest speaker on the day was former Blue Peter presenter, Konnie Huq.
Former students Alice Barrie, Owen Stavenuiter and Kent Stavenuiter picked up 
their Gold Awards at an earlier palace ceremony, whilst Jemma Payne and Shifani 
Passap will be officially presented with their awards at a ceremony later this year.
The seven DofE Gold Award students volunteered their time in the community 
over 12 months, as well as completing a gruelling four-day practice and assessed 
expedition in Snowdonia and the Lake District. They also completed a four-day 
residential shared experience with other young people.
Ahead of their palace dates, their achievements on the DofE programme were 
honoured with a presentation evening in school hosted by former Highfields 
teacher, Sir Michael Griffiths, who was awarded a knighthood for his services to 
education.
Mr C Moody, Highfields’ DofE Co-ordinator, said: “It was a really positive year for 
the Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award programme at Highfields, with these seven 
students completing the challenging Gold Award, as well as dozens more students 
picking up their Bronze and Silver Awards.
“They have all been on an incredible journey and they have had many memora-
ble experiences that will stay with them for the rest of their lives.
“To reach the Gold Award standard in the DofE programme is an incredible 
achievement and to be officially presented with their awards in the grounds of 
Buckingham Palace is a fitting celebration for all their hard work.”
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme was launched in 1956 with the aim of 
inspiring, guiding and supporting young people in their self-development. The 
awards scheme challenges students and allows them to discover the world 
around them whilst providing them with invaluable skills and experiences to im-
prove employment prospects.
Hundreds of Highfields students have taken part in the DofE programme since the 
school started running the scheme around 13 years ago.

Palace date for
golden DofE students

The creative talents of a Highfields 
alumna and current Sixth Form student 
are bringing the magic of reading to life 
for youngsters with the publication of 
their first children’s book. 
The book, ’My Mum The Superhero’, 
has been written by Charlene Hemans, 
a former Highfields student who now 
works as a Business Administrator at 
neighbouring Penn Fields School, with 
illustrations by Sixth Form student Shelley 
Batt.
Inspired by her own children and how 
she hopes they perceive her, the book 
follows the story of a young girl’s view 
of her Mum and how she manages 
everything she does like a superhero.
The collaboration between Shelley and 
Charlene - who is also a singer, songwrit-
er and poet - came about by accident 
when Shelley popped into neighbour-
ing Penn Fields to speak to a friend’s 
parent. During the visit, Charlene over-
heard reference to the student’s artistic 
talents, and soon the newly-formed 
dream team were working together to 
bring the story to life in print.
Charlene, who lives in Wolverhampton 
with her husband and two children, 
said: I had an image of how I wanted 
the illustrations to appear and I had un-
dertaken discussions with other poten-
tial illustrators prior to meeting Shelley, 
but once I talked to Shelley and listened 
to her ideas, I knew she was perfect for 
the job.  
“She got them bang on and it felt as if 
she could read my mind.”
Shelley, who is currently studying A-Lev-
els in Psychology, English and Textiles, 
said: ”The process took me a long time 
and I made a lot of sacrifices, espe-
cially when trying to work to deadlines 
in order to be ready for my exams, but 
I absolutely loved creating the illustra-
tions.”
Charlene has plans for a sequel and 
Shelley will soon start working on these il-
lustrations now her exams have finished.
My Mum The Superhero can be pur-
chased directly from Charlene at Penn 
Fields School, and is also available 
through Amazon at £7.49.

Student’s artwork 
published in 
children’s book



Horrors of Hitler’s 
Third Reich put in 
spotlight on history trip

1.1m
It is estimated that 
approximately 1.1million 
people were murdered at the 
Auschwitz camp complex be-
tween 1940 and 1945

The horrors of Hitler’s Third Reich were 
put into the spotlight for students, as they 
stepped back into the past to learn more 
about the brutality of the Second World 
War and the millions of innocent lives lost 
during an emotionally-charged trip to 
Germany and Poland.
The week-long coach trip to Berlin and 
Krakow is an established fixture on the 
school calendar which takes place every 
two years and allows students to reflect 
on the inhumanity and brutality of the 
Second World War.
The trip, which took place from July 16th 
- 23rd, allowed the 39 students from Years 
10 and 11 to develop their knowledge of 
the rise of the Nazis, the Holocaust and 
The Cold War.
The students, who were accompanied by 
seven members of staff, spent three days 
in Berlin where they visited sites with dark 
memories of the Nazis. They also saw the 
remnants of the divided city, the eastern 
part of which was stranded in the Com-
munist block until 1989 when the Berlin 
Wall came down, and visited other important landmarks in-
cluding the DDR Museum, Wannsee and German Bundestag.
Miss J Tappenden, Highfields’ Head 
of History who organised the trip, said: 
“Whilst in Berlin, students embarked upon 
a walking tour of the city, investigating its 
deep and rich history, from its establish-
ment as a medieval city right through to 
its significance in both World Wars, the rise 
of the Nazi Party, its hosting of the Olym-
pics in 1936 and its division by the Berlin 
Wall in 1961 through to 1989.  
“Students were also able to walk along 
the East Side Gallery to see a preserved 
section of the Berlin Wall, visit the DDR 
museum dedicated to life under Commu-
nist rule and enjoy some free time explor-
ing the heart of the city. 
“On the second day, students visited 
Wannsee, a beautiful outer city location 
on a picturesque lake, frequented by Berliners in the first part 
of the 20th century as a holiday destination for those looking 
to escape the city for a few days. It was here that key mem-
bers of the Nazi Party met in 1941 to finalise the plans for what 
they named ‘The Final Solution’, the systematic murder of 
European Jews in purpose-built gas chambers such as those 
at Auschwitz Birkenau.  
“The large idyllic house is now dedicated as a museum and 
information centre, featuring a large number of displays 
about the stages of The Holocaust. Later that day we head-
ed back to the centre of Berlin where students toured the 

Reichstag building.”
Reichstag represents the heart of Ger-
man democracy, and was famously 
burned in January 1933 within weeks 
of Hitler’s appointment as Chancellor. 
Having used the event to secure emer-
gency powers and the Enabling Act, 
in which freedom of press, freedoms of 
privacy and freedom of political choice 
were suppressed, this act is widely cited 
by historians as one of the events which 
led to Hitler’s eventual rise as a dictator 
in August 1934.
The building was effectively aban-
doned from this point onwards, as Hitler 
never chose it to be the centre of his 
political power.  The Soviets seized, 
damaged and graffitied the building 
after taking Berlin in 1945 and, after Ber-
lin’s subsequent division later that year 
during the Potsdam Conference, the 
building stood in the heart of the east, 
where again it was ignored as a centre 
of politics. Berlin lost its capital status 
with the west formally recognising Bonn     

                                     as their capital.  
After the wall came down in 1989, and both Berlin and Ger-

many began its reunification pro-
cess, Berlin was finally recognised 
once again as the capital city of 
Germany in 1990. The Government  
began the process of reinstalling 
the Reichstag building as its politi-
cal home. Renovations and repairs 
were finally completed in 1998, 
with British architect Norman Foster 
designing and building the famous 
glass dome as a sign of transpar-
ency in German politics after 70 
years of turmoil and division.
Following the tour of Berlin, the 
group then travelled to Poland 
and the medieval city of Krakow 
where students got an insight 
into the tragic consequences of 

decisions taken at Wannsee. Students spent a sombre morn-
ing touring the vast and horrifying Auschwitz I and Birkenau 
death camps, set up in the Second World War by the Nazis 
with the express purpose of eliminating the Jews and other 
minorities. Auschwitz I, the concentration or ‘work’ camp was 
the first stop on the tour. The group entered the site under 
the famous iron gates spelling out ‘Arbeit Macht Frei’ (work 
makes you free), before being given a tour of the barracks to 
see for themselves the appalling conditions in which prisoners 
were kept.  

Miss Tappenden said: “There are deeply moving displays of 
shoes, human hair, suitcases, clothes and glasses, as well 
as a case full of empty Zyklon B canisters - the poison used 
by SS Guards to gas Jews. These displays were very hard 
hitting and moved students in different ways. 
“Students were also able to walk through the one gas 
chamber at this camp, where fingernail marks are still clear-
ly visible on walls.”
Students then moved to Auschwitz II (Birkenau) ‘death 
camp’, where they saw the iconic watch tower and 
railway lines, frequently seen in films and documentaries 
about The Holocaust. Although its several gas chambers 
are no longer intact after being destroyed by the Nazis 
who blew them up in an attempt to hide the true horrors 
of Auschwitz once they realised the war was lost, students 
were able to soberly reflect on its tragic and brutal history 
as they walked the 1km length of railway track to the me-
morial now in place for the many innocent men, women 
and children who died.
It is estimated that the SS and police deported at least 1.3 
million people to the Auschwitz camp complex between 
1940 and 1945. Of these deportees, approximately 1.1 mil-
lion people were murdered there.
Miss Tappenden added: “What struck me and the students 
most was that this is the largest cemetery in the world, yet 
there is not one single grave.”
Later in the day, students were given some free time to 
explore and visit the famous Salt Mines to show that there is 
more to the history of Krakow than just the Holocaust.
On the final day of the trip, staff led students on a walking 
tour of Krakow, including to Kazimierz, the ‘Jewish Quarter’ 
of the city.  Back in 1939 when the Nazis invaded Poland, 
the Jewish population of Kazimierz was 70,000. Of those, 
50,000 were ‘resettled’ within the first 12 months of occupa-
tion. In 1941, when the Nazis 
established the Podgorze 
Ghetto on the other side of 
the river, the remaining 20,000 
Jews were forced to pack 
up all of their belongings and 
cross that river into the walls of 
the ghetto.  
Miss Tappenden said: “We 
made this journey ourselves, 
pausing to reflect on the 
significance of the bridge as 
we crossed. Almost immedi-
ately, we entered what is now 
named Ghetto Heroes Square, 

where a memorial featuring scattered chairs has been 
created.
“The chairs symbolise the many possessions the Jews took 
into the ghetto with them, many of which were thrown from 
buildings overlooking this square as the Nazis liquidated the 
ghetto between June 1942 and March 1943.  
“Students were also able to see the ‘Eagle Pharmacy’, 
where Tadeusz Pankiewicz - the only non-Jewish citizen to 
remain within the ghetto wall - lived and worked. His first-
hand accounts of what happened within the ghetto were 
used to help Steven Speilberg film the iconic ‘Schindler’s 
List’.
“From here we made the short walk to Oskar Schindler’s 
enamel factory. Between this site and a further factory 
in Czechoslovakia, Schindler was able to save the lives 
of 1,100 Krakow Jews. We visited one of two remaining 
sections of the ghetto wall just around the corner from here 
and then crossed back into Kazimierz, where we stopped 
our tour outside Poland’s oldest surviving synagogue. The 
Nazis used this as a warehouse during the war, causing 
much damage as they left. Now restored and a museum 
dedicated to Jewish life in Krakow, we learned here that 
only 2,000 of the 20,000 Jews forced into the Podgorze 
Ghetto survived The Holocaust.”
Students finished the trip with some free time in Krakow’s 
Old Square before heading home.
Miss Tappenden said: “Our students were exceptionally 
grateful to have been given this experience. I know they 
were moved in so many ways, and each of them individ-
ually has taken so much from the experience, witnessing 
evidence from the past that is just so important.  
“At Highfields, embracing diversity, promoting tolerance 
and challenging discrimination is at the very heart of our 
history curriculum. This visit offers students a wealth of op-

portunity to see for them-
selves the potentially tragic 
consequences of overlook-
ing those values.”
Plans are already in place 
for the next visit to Berlin 
and Krakow in July 2021. The 
trip will be available to all 
students who are studying in 
Years 10-13 on that date.
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

Talented young performers gave up some of their summer break to rehearse for the school’s two upcoming musical produc-
tions.
Dozens of students preparing to stage The Addams Family and Beauty And The Beast spent a week of their holiday at a per-
formance Summer School.
As part of their action-packed week, they continued to learn lines, perfect show-stopping musical numbers and make props.
Rehearsals for The Addams Family have been ongoing since Easter, with cast members wowing live audiences with teaser 
performances of some of the show’s hit songs during the school’s recent Summer Showcase and Young Wolf Film Awards.
The show will be staged by students from Years 10 to 13 from November 5th-8th.
Budding performers from Years 7-9 will then stage the magical musical, Beauty And The Beast, between February 26th and 
28th 2020. Rehearsals for the production kicked off just ahead of the summer break.

Ms S Bishop, Highfields’ Head of Extra Curricular Performance, said: “Our musical productions are always a huge success, and 
that is down to the dedication of all of the students involved.
“Whilst the school broke up for summer, our talented performers gave up the first week of their holidays to continue working 
on our upcoming shows. 
“They worked incredibly hard throughout the week, but also had lots of fun rehearsing and creating props.”

Performance summer schools help 
to bring magical musicals to life

Creative GCSE students showcase 
their talents at Arts Alive!
Dozens of pieces of art went on display whilst students wowed with their dance, drama and music 
talents in the school’s Lyceum Theatre as part of the inaugural Arts Alive!
The evening featured ensemble performances, monologues, self-choreographed dances and 
musical pieces.
Mrs J Brickwood, Highfields’ Head of Performing Arts, said: “We were extremely proud to present 
our GCSE Art and Performing Arts work. Arts education is all about self expression, exploring al-
ternative options and embracing individuality. Learning Art, Music, Dance and Drama furnishes 
students with the tools to think creatively, innovate and appreciate diverse cultures and back-
grounds, while developing their resilience, confidence and self esteem.
“For some of our students, Arts Alive! was the first time they had performed in front of an audi-
ence, and some created pieces that are extremely personal to them. One student likened it to 
the entire audience reading her diary!
“It takes courage and confidence to perform, or share your artwork with an audience, and cour-
age is something our students have in abundance. We are enormously proud of them all.”

Concert ends term on a high note
The term was officially brought to a close in annual toe-tapping style with the end-of-term Summer Concert.
Dozens of musicians and singers took to the stage to entertain a sell-out crowd with musical numbers from a 
range of genres.
Ms S Bishop, Head of Extra Curricular Performance, said: “We have so many talented performers in school so it 
was great to have such an enthusiastic audience coming out to support them on stage.
“We had a range of performances to suit all musical tastes. It was great to end the school term on a high.”



An Interview With... 
English teacher, Mrs Daisy Sadler

Having spent 45 years in education, it’s fair to say teaching 
is much more than just a profession for Mrs D Sadler. 
And with the same sense of enthusiasm today for the dream 
job she chose decades ago, it doesn’t look like it’ll be the 

final chapter of the English teacher’s 
career in the classroom any time 
soon.
Having attended the Municipal 
Grammar School from 1954-1959 
(pictured left on her first day), she 
then got her first job with the Health 
Department, earning the equivalent 
of £4.50 per week, before moving to 
the Housing Department in Wolver-
hampton.
The 76-year-old grandmother - 
whose husband Jim is a former High-
fields teacher who has dedicated his 
life to education in Wolverhampton 
- said: “There was a careers teacher 
who only ever offered one job – at 
Springfield Brewery! The rest of you 
had to find your own job, so I did.
“I didn’t teach at first. When I got 

married, my husband was a Maths teacher, and I thought 
it would be interesting to do the same. In 1971, I started at 
Wolverhampton College (day for teachers) and my main 
subjects were Maths (a subsidiary), English and History. 
“I finished in 1974, but before then I came to work here at 
Highfields School as a laboratory technician while my chil-
dren were little and then spent a few years away from the 
school at college.”
Her first teaching job was at Coppice High School, in 
Wednesfield.
She said: “I went there in 1974 and absolutely loved it. My 
first year was a baptism of fire. I taught English, History, RE 
and Social Education and Maths.” 
The mother-of-two worked at Coppice for 17 years, and 
took on a number of roles throughout that time on top of 
her teaching job, including being in charge of the recre-
ation money and taking on the role of Santa Claus for the 
annual Christmas grotto.
She also dedicated much of her own time to disadvan-
taged students who didn’t enjoy the same privileges or 
experiences as some of their classmates.
“We used to go out on a Friday night until the Sunday after-
noon in Hereford, walking,” she said.
“I remember one teacher asking to join us on one of the 
trips but I don’t think she had realised how much walking we 
did. We did a 15-mile walk and all the way she was singing 

‘Abide With 
Me’ because 
she didn’t think 
she would get 
there.”
By 1991, she had 
been promoted 
to Head of Year 
8, and was in 
charge of the 
Learning Support 
department and 
Girls’ Welfare, 
before moving 
on to Smestow 
School.
She said: “I was 
Head of Years 
10 and 11 and 
taught just Eng-
lish while I was there. 
“I loved pastoral work. In fact, I used to try and see as many 
parents as I could. One young man, whose mother worked 
at Wolverhampton market, never woke up in the morning, 
so my first job was to ring John to get him out of the bed!”
She stayed there for five years, but left to care for her ter-
minally-ill mother, believing at the time that her teaching 
career year was over for good.
“My mother was ill. She had lung cancer and she came to 
live with me,”she says.
“I didn’t intend working again as I had already done 30 
years by that time.
“I thought I’d given it all up. However, a few weeks later I 
had a knock on the door. It was the Chair of Governors from 

Highfields. He said 
he’d been talking 
to a friend of mine 
and wondered if 
I could come into 
school for a week 
as a favour.”
That was back in 
1996.
Mrs Sadler, pictured 
below on the far 
right of the picture 
with friends, says: 
“Anytime they 
needed cover or 
someone to step in 

that was me 
as I really en-
joyed it. The 
reason I left 
was because 
my daughter 
was joining 
and I didn’t 
want to 
cramp her 
style.”
She became 
a permanent 
member of 
Highfields 
staff at the 
age of 68, 
working one-
and-a-half 
days a week. 

Her role at the time was helping students who needed one-
to-one teaching for a variety of reasons.
Mrs Sadler, who uses her spare time out of school to prac-
tice her many hobbies including tennis, walking, cooking 
and travelling, said: “I was lucky to have a small group 
supporting students in their journey towards their GCSEs. I try 
to be flexible and offer to support students even outside of 
the English timetable. 
“One of the rea-
sons I have always 
had a soft spot for 
this school is my 
daughter. 
“When she came 
here she wanted to 
focus on subjects 
that would get 
her into medical 
school. But she 
loved languages 
so the school were 
good enough to 
accommodate, 
and she did Latin 
and a bit of Rus-
sian. 
“Her teachers were 
absolutely fabulous. 
“I know how hard 
the teachers work 

at Highfields. It’s a very special school. My grandchildren 
came here too. Everyone is devoted, hard-working and 
committed to doing their best for the children.”
During her career, she has taken on other additional chal-
lenging but rewarding roles in education, including Safe-
guarding and Head of Special Needs at Coppice School. 
So how much has the landscape of education changed 
during Mrs Sadler’s time in the classroom?
“I think it’s very similar but not as relaxed”, she says. “For 
example, when I first started you did your own exam in-
vigilating. There wasn’t as much form filling or data, and 
boys and girls were separate in the register, with separate 
playgrounds.”
The punishment system of old in all schools would certainly 
raise more than a few eyebrows nowadays. Daisy’s hus-
band, as Head of Upper School and Acting Deputy Head, 
was in charge of the cane as one of his roles.
“I dare say he used it with dexterity but it was used,” she 
says.
“When I went to Coppice, the Deputy Head would call me 
in to act as a witness. There had to be a witness to the pun-
ishment book being signed. They used to get the slipper if it 
wasn’t quite bad enough to warrant the cane.”
Another aspect of school life that is unrecognisable from 
the past is the technological transformation.
“Certainly, there weren’t computers. The technology these 
days is absolutely great,” she says. “There’s lots more sharing 
going on and it’s nice to be able to do the register on there 
and spot problems. 
“You did start to get a television back then. We used to 
send a student down to ask someone in the office to set up 
the video. Now it is pure luxury. On the other hand, perhaps 
we rely on things too much?”
Despite her busy lifestyle, juggling family, friends and fun 
alongside her work, it’s clear Mrs Sadler still loves her job. 
So what is it that keeps her working?
“Enjoyment. Absolute thorough enjoyment,” she says with 
pride.
“It is something to get up for that I find interesting and 
worthwhile. Sometimes your mind is having to work hard, 
and you’re thinking, ‘how am I going to get this student 
through?’
“But, my advice to budding young teachers is ‘don’t hesi-
tate’. Just do it.
“Bear in mind it won’t always be easy, but for the most part 
I would say go for it. 99% of the time it is a superb job and I 
don’t think many people can say that.”  
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Budding journalists, Emma Clifton and Lauren Poole, who have just moved in to Year 10, sat down with one of Highfields’ longest serving 
members of staff, English teacher Mrs D Sadler, to discuss her career in education and everlasting love for her job

 
 

I don’t think  
many people 
can say they 
have a 
superb job.
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LET’S TALK ABOUT S.T.E.M

Students flying high 
on RAF Cosford trip

Languages students were flying high after putting their Spanish skills to the test to suc-
ceed in a series of team challenges.
A group of Year 9 students travelled to RAF Cosford for the Flying High in Languages 
Day. As part of the event, the team had to design a model parachute, planning and 
budgeting the materials for their creation in Spanish. 
Mrs A Darby, Highfields’ Head of Modern Foreign Languages, said: “The parachute 
had to be strong enough to carry a hard boiled egg and the groups all launched 
their parachutes at the end of the day.
“The Highfields parachute was fantastic and the egg remained in place.
“The students had to present in Spanish how they decided on the materials to use, 
and their thinking behind their design. Their presentation was most impressive and 
they spoke with confidence.”
The talented team also completed a survival task, which saw them listing 10 items 
in Spanish that they would take to a desert island and the reasons why, whilst their 
excellent teamwork skills saw them take first place in a code-breaking task.
As part of the day, which was attended by 15 schools, students also enjoyed talks 
and presentations by RAF staff about how languages are used in their working lives.
Mrs Darby added: “The students were a credit to the school. They were commended-
for their excellent team work, with student Callum McIntosh given a special mention. 
They also won the code-breaking task and were called up to the stage to collect a 
prize. All in all, it was a great day.
“The RAF are happy to come and talk to students in school and we hope to invite 
them into school early in the Spring Term ahead of Y8/Y9 options.”

Out-of-this-world celebrations to mark
50th anniversary of moon landing

Uni course inspires 
student to pursue 

engineering 
career

A talented student has got 
her sights set on a dream 
career in engineering after 
a successful stint on a uni-
versity course.
Highfields student Sarah 
Pilgrim completed the EDT 
Inspire Course at Durham 
University whilst studying for 
her GCSEs.
The courses are run every 
July by the Department 
of Engineering. They are 
aimed at 15 and 16-year-
old girls who have an 
interest in Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and 
Maths and who want to 
learn new skills and get 
ahead in Sixth Form. The 
course delivers a combina-
tion of technical projects 
alongside soft skills sessions 
that aim to prepare and 
inspire the girls for a career 
in STEM. 
After successfully apply-
ing for a position on the 
course, she stayed in Uni-
versity accommodation for 
three days, completing a 
range of hands-on engi-
neering challenges.
Dr S Taylor, Lead Praction-
er, said: “Sarah came first 
in the structural engineer-
ing challenge. She also 
had to work as part of 
team to complete a report 
writing task with a very 
tight deadline to com-
plete.
“Following the course Sa-
rah is sure that she wants to 
follow a career path in en-
gineering and is now plan-
ning to include Durham in 
her UCAS application.”

Budding engineers have been praised for their innovative designs, which they created as part of a prestigious national 
scheme. Twelve talented Sixth Form students have spent months working with industry experts to bring their own designs to 
life as part of the national Engineering Education Scheme.
As part of the programme, which is run by the Engineering Development Trust, small teams of students from different schools 
work to design, build and present an engineering project that could be of significant use to a local engineering company.
This year, one team designed an Irradiated Fuel Cell Cutting System for nuclear waste, whilst the other group created a 
Prevention of Air Entrainment System for water treatment plants.
Both teams held weekly meetings with their sponsor engineers - Ansaldo Nuclear Engineering, based in Bilston, and Shif-
nal-based MMB Engineering - to make their designs a reality. As part of the programme, the teams also got to visit Lough-
borough University for a two-day residential, where they built prototypes of their projects using university facilities. 
The teams worked towards an Assessment Day, which included the showcase of a completed prototype, a 40-page engi-
neering report and also a 15-minute presentation. 
In early May, the teams displayed their models at an event where over 300 students set up stands to display their projects 
and also made presentations which were assessed by a panel of judges comprising of business directors and engineers.
Physics teacher, Mr A Britton, who has supported the students throughout the programme, said: “The assessors commented 
on the excellent planning during the early stages, the quality of the well organised reports, and the very professional pres-
entation and confident performance at the demonstration stand. 

Budding engineers praised for
innovation on national scheme 

The 50th anniversary of the first moon landing was celebrated with a range of activi-
ties and workshops to inspire students about hard work, perseverance and success.
On July 20th 1969, Neil Armstrong became the first person to step foot on the moon. 
The ‘Race To The Moon’ had triggered a huge surge in technological advances 
at the time, seeing more and more people inspired to make the move into STEM 
subjects – Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics – as they wanted to 
be a part of such an exciting enterprise. 
Physics teacher, Miss L Prosser, said: “This makes it relevant to our students as we 
hope to inspire them in the same way. The ‘Race to Mars’ is now under way with 

more countries such as China, India and Israel now having the technological capabilities to be in the running, opening up 
new opportunities in STEM careers to our students.
“Earlier this year, President Donald Trump challenged NASA to ensure the USA are the first country to land a manned mission 
on Mars, echoing John F Kennedy’s vision in his ‘We choose to go to the Moon’ speech in 1962. Getting humans to Mars 
seems impossible but only as much as getting to the Moon was in 1969.  
“The ‘Race to Mars’ will undoubtedly reinvigorate the Space industry and thus provide more diverse careers and opportunities 
for our students.”
As part of the celebrations to mark 50 years since the momentous moon landing, Highfields staged a series of events and 
activities for students. As well as quizzes and competitions, all lessons were  specially designed to honour the amazing triumph, 
giving students the chance to design landers, investigate crater sizes, analyse poetry and bring to life drama pieces inspired 
by the event. Miss Prosser added: “It is important that our students understand that hard work and perseverance can lead to 
great achievements.”
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London Marathon 
charity success 
for our Donna

A Highfields lunchtime supervisor complet-
ed this year’s London Marathon in mem-
ory of her beloved late mum - and loved 
the experience so much, she’s already 
put her name into the ballot for the 2020 
event.
Donna Lowery spent months training for 
the world-famous 26.2-mile run to support 
research into Pancreatic Cancer, which 
claimed the life of her mum, Linda Mun-
day, at the age of 60 in 2014.
The 42-year-old, who lives with her family 
in Penn, was one of just 70 competitors 
running the London Marathon on behalf 
of Pancreatic Cancer UK, and has to raise 
at least £2,500 for the cause.
She has received donations and pledges 

of more than 
£2,000 for the 
charity so close 
to her heart.
The marathon 
was Don-
na’s second 
fundraising 
challenge for 
the charity, 
and comes 
after she raised 
£1,000 by 
completing 
the London to 

Brighton Cycle ride after her mum 
was diagnosed with the illness.
As well as already putting her 
name in the ballot for next year’s 
London Marathon, she will also be 
competing in a Triathlon with the 
Black Country Triathletes in Wombourne in 
September, running in October’s Birming-
ham Half Marathon, and competing in an 
Iron Man competition in Staffordshire 2020.
The 42-year-old, who also runs her own 
cleaning business, said: “It all feels like a 
dream. I keep thinking, ‘Have I really just 
completed the London Marathon?’.
Donna - whose two children, Eden and 
Lily, are students at Highfields - finished the 
race in 6hrs 40mins.
She said: “I wasn’t really happy with my 
time but I ran all of the way, only stopping 
for seconds to see my family. My goal was 
not to walk at all so I’m very proud of that.
“When I went over Tower Bridge, I felt my 
knee go and knew I had to slow down if I 
was going to finish it.”
Donna’s whole family, including her 
children, husband Wayne and dad Garth, 
cheered her on at various points along 
the famous route. She said: “It was upset-
ting when I saw my dad. He’d given me 
a bracelet of mum’s to wear on the day 
and he was quite emotional because of 
the reason I was running it. I don’t nor-

mally really believe in things like that, but 
I felt like she was with me. She’d been in 
a lot of pain and so when my knee went I 
just thought, ‘come 
on, just get through it’.
“The support you receive from the crowds 
is just phenomenal. There’s people giving 
out food, sweets and energy gels, and 
shouting out your name as you go past. 
They were really supportive of those who 
were struggling and telling them they 
could do it. It 
was just a fan-
tastic day, and 
I loved being 
part of it so 
much. I would 
do another one 
tomorrow.
“Thank you so 
much to every-
one who has 
supported me.”

Highfields’ Anthony Dean swapped the Science lab for the saddle to complete a 100-mile cycle ride to raise 
money for a charity supporting families affected in terrorist-hit Sri Lanka.
Mr Dean, Highfields’ Head of Science and Maths Learning School, completed the gruelling Vélo Birmingham 
& Midlands ride, taking him through Birmingham, Solihull, Warwickshire, Dudley, Sandwell and Coventry.
He is raising money for the Oru Paanai charity, which works in Sri Lanka to support communities affected by 
the long-running conflict there.
Mr Dean completed the race in just under seven hours, and has raised more than £1,000 for the cause. Hav-
ing also completed the race last year, his fundraising efforts have brought in a combined total of more than 
£3,000 for the charity.
Mr Dean, whose wife originates from Sri Lanka, said: “Although the civil war is over, many people are still 
struggling economically in the aftermath. Oru Paanai’s projects have evolved over time according to need. 
The charity spent many years supporting school children. They are now helping to dig wells to develop sup-
plies of drinking water and provide food aid in rural areas which are in real need. They are also supporting 
the elderly who do not have family or support from the state.
“Sri Lanka has been affected recently by serious terrorist attacks, and the disruption after these will have a 
further negative impact on the Sri Lankan economy.”
Speaking about the race, he said: “The event was lovely and very well organised, with regular food and 
water for riders. We had good weather, with friendly riders and great support from residents.”

An inspirational 
Highfields student 
who refuses to let 
cerebral palsy get 
in the way of his 
sports journalism 
dreams made it 
to the final shortlist 
to be named the 
Wolverhampton 
Young Citizen of 
the Year.
Jude Aston (pic-

tured right in the image above, courtesy of the Express & Star) was one of 
seven finalists for the award, which is run by the city’s Rotary Clubs and rec-
ognises the achievements of youngsters who go the extra mile to help others.
Football-mad Year 9 student Jude suffers from cerebral palsy but has refused 
to let the condition hold him back. He has made a name for himself as a 
prominent YouTube blogger and regular contributor on Highfields TV channel 
who gives motivational speeches encouraging others to overcome barriers 
in life. His blogging and vlogging skills are so highly regarded that he recently 
made it through to the final shortlist of the national Football Blogging Awards, 
which were held at a star-studded ceremony at Manchester City’s Etihad 
Stadium in May.
The 14-year-old was nominated for the title of Wolverhampton Citizen of the 
Year by Film Studies teacher, Mr D Cooper, and Meredith Teasdale, Wolver-
hampton City Council’s Director of Education.
He narrowly missed out on the award, coming runner-up to inspirational Sam-
uel Iyawe, from Bilston, who arrived in the UK from Nigeria as a youngster and 
overcame a number of challenges to become the vice-chair of the city’s 
Children in Care Council and a representative on the Youth Council.
A child in care himself, he helps to train social workers, leads staff interviews 
on the Children’s Panel, and takes an active role in advising on issues affect-
ing young people in the city, including knife crime.
Jude said he was overwhelmed to have even been nominated for the acco-
lade.
He added: “I feel honoured to be nominated for such a prestigious award. It 
recognises people that make a difference within Wolverhampton so, as you 
can imagine, it is a privilege to have been in the final shortlist and recognised 
in this way.”
All seven finalists were presented with certificates by comic Gill Jordan, who 
plays Doreen Tipton and 
Wolverhampton Mayor, 
Claire Darke.
Now in its sixth year, the 
award is dedicated to 
former Wolverhampton 
Rotarian Tom Warren, 
who was the city’s Direc-
tor of Education for 25 
years.
It is backed by the 
Express & Star, Wol-
verhampton Council, 
Waitrose, Wolverhamp-
ton Wanderers Trust, 
The Way Youth Zone, 
Wolverhampton West 
Magazine, Bilston Mag-
azine and Wednesfield 
Magazine.
The achievements of 
all of the youngsters 
featured in the Express & 
Star article opposite.

Jude runner-up in City’s 
Young Citizen of the Year award

Highfields has been nurturing a love 
of literature with the school’s Summer 
Reading Challenge 2019.
The challenge, run by the English de-
partment throughout the summer holi-
days, was open to all year groups and 
involved students reading a range of 
different books from various categories. 
These could include a book that has 
been set in a foreign land or a fantasy 
world; a book that has been recom-
mended by a friend or a family mem-
ber, and a book that has been made 
into a film or TV programme.
Students taking part in the challenge 
have been completing an electronic 
journal. Everyone who has taken part will 
receive a letter home, a certificate and 
a pin badge. They will also be entered 
into a prize draw for the chance of 
winning £25 worth of books, as well as 
getting the opportunity to take part in 
a workshop with award-winning author, 
Christopher Edge, at Highfields in Octo-
ber.

Summer Reading 
Challenge nurtures 
love of literature

Highfields launches 
new Book Group
Highfields has launched a Staff and Sixth 
Form Book Group. 
The group will meet each month in the 
Humanities LRC from 3:30 to 4:00pm to 
chat about the latest book – and enjoy 
some cake.
Books will be nominated by the group so 
members will read a range of different 
novels. The first book will be ‘The Seven 
Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle’, by Stuart 
Turton, which is available from Water-
stones and Amazon.
The first meeting will took place on 
Wednesday 18th September at 3:30pm.

Teacher swaps Science Lab for saddle to raise 
thousands of pounds for charity
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The magic of the movies 
was brought to life during 
the week-long extrava-
ganza, which celebrated 
all things film related whilst 
honouring the talents of 
budding directors, design-
ers and performers from 
across the city.
The event kicked off on 
Monday 1st July with ‘Mov-
ie Maker Monday’. High-
fields welcomed dozens of 
students from City schools 
for a series of film-based 
practical workshops, 
including a professional 
make-up artist and special 
effects designer to create 
their own grotesque Hol-
lywood-style injuries. They 
then used a green screen, 
along with digital and 
sound effects, to make 
their own short film, called 
Disasterquake 2, which 
paid homage to classic 
global disaster movies.
Day two of the festival saw 
60 students experience 
the wonder of filmmaking 
first-hand with a trip to the 
Harry Potter Studio Tour.
The trip, which acted as 
a reward for members of 
Highfields Film Club from 
Years 9 and 10, gave stu-
dents the chance to see 
the impact of the British 
film industry and the vast 
array of careers it offers, 
whilst taking part in active 
workshops entitled ‘Script 
to Screen’ and ‘Camera 
Choices’.
The third day of the event 
gave students and staff 

the chance to put their 
knowledge of the big 
screen to the test by taking 
part in a lunchtime movie 
quiz. Wolverhampton’s 
Lighthouse Cinema, a 
proud supporter of High-
fields’ Film Studies depart-
ment, donated tickets 
which were handed to the 
winners.
The red carpet was rolled 
out on Thursday 4th July 
as the talents of budding 
young filmmakers was cel-
ebrated at the Young Wolf 
Awards. Students’ mini 
cinematic masterpieces 
that have been produced 
throughout the year were 
played to a sold-out 
audience in the school’s 
Lyceum, whilst crowds 
were entertained with a 
performance from the cast 
of this year’s Upper School 
musical production of The 
Addams Family.
Ian Francis, Director of 
Flatpack Film Festival, 
was special guest at the 
Oscars-style event. He 
handed out trophies and 
certificates to students 
in a range of categories, 
including Best Key Stage 
3/4/5 film; Best Lone Wolf 
(awarded to students 
who had made films in 
their own time without 
help); Best written Film 
Review (picked by Simon 
Brew, Editor of Film Stories 
Magazine) and Best Silent 
Cinema film. 
The night also acted as the 
world premiere of Disaster-

quake 2, with certificates 
given out to all of those 
who took part.
The festival was wrapped 
up in spectacular style 
on Friday 5th July as 
students used Hollywood 
soundtracks and themes 
to stage the annual 
Summer Song and Dance 
show in front of a packed 
audience. Following live 
performances of music, 
drama and dance, more 
than 100 visitors moved 
outside to watch a screen-
ing of Spider-Man: Into The 
Spider-Verse on a huge, 
inflatable outdoor cinema 
screen.

We have some 
really talented 
students at 
Highfields who 
are very 
enthusiastic 
about the 
various elements 
of the filmmaking 
process.

Crowds flocked with 
camping chairs and blan-
kets for the Night At The 
Movies event, and were 
given hotdogs, burgers 
and popcorn to enjoy with 
the film. 
Film Studies teacher, Mr D 
Cooper, said: “The festival 
was another brilliant suc-
cess. Students have got a 
lot out of the activities they 
have taken part in, and 
the guidance they have 
received from the experts.
“We have some incredibly 
talented students at High-
fields who are very enthu-
siastic about the various 
elements of the filmmaking 
process.
“The festival brings hun-
dreds of people together 
to celebrate the wonder-
ful world of movies, whilst 
providing an excellent 
platform to celebrate the 
creativity of students.
“We look forward to seeing 
the filmmaking talents 
of our students develop 
even further over the next 
academic year so we can 
stage another successful 
festival in 2020.”
The Young Wolf Film Festi-
val was first launched by 
Highfields in 2018 due to 
the success of the school’s 
award-winning Film Club.
Film Studies was intro-
duced to Year 9 students 
last year, whilst a GCSE 
course across Key Stage 4 
was launched for the first 
time this academic year.

Hollywood-style glitz and 
glamour make their way to 
Highfields for festival

The glitz and glamour - and even the gore - of Hol-
lywood made its way to Highfields when the school 
hosted its second annual Young Wolf Film Festival.

YOUNG WOLF 
FILM FESTIVAL



The vegan diet is becoming increasingly popular, with over 
3.5 billion people discovering the benefits of cutting out meat 
and dairy. Veganism is a hot topic, with a sharp increase in 
the number of Google searches on the word ‘veganism’ and 
associations to the word. Research has even shown that a per-
son consuming a vegan/plant-based diet is likely to live longer 
than someone consuming a meat-based diet. But what really is 
veganism?
Veganism is defined as a ‘way of living which seeks to exclude, 
as far as is possible and practicable, all forms of exploitation of, 
and cruelty to, animals for food, clothing or any other purpose’. 
Some people do it for the trends and social influences whereas 
others become vegan due to health-related reasons. Some 
important factors which have led to the rise in those taking on 
a vegan diet are weight management, animal welfare, health 
and social influences. 
Social media has greatly impacted lives and lifestyles over the 
years and the veganism trend is no exception. Nowadays, 
more and more young people are turning vegan or trying more 
vegan foods due to the influence of social media, which has 
allowed the veganism trend to spread quicker and wider. Com-
monly, famous people, including influencial chat show host Ellen 
DeGeneres, post pictures of themselves consuming plant-based 
foods, which in turn influence young people to follow the same 
diet as their idols. 
One of the main reasons for peple becoming vegan is animal 
welfare, with more and more people discovering how animals 
are cruelly slaughtered for food, money or clothing. 
Despite being a nation of animal lovers, annually in the UK alone 
around 1,000 million animals are bred and killed for food, which 
is around 2.7 million every day. Many have them have been 
reared in factory farms and slaughtered at just a few months or 
even weeks old. Most of these factory farms exist to produce 
meat and milk as quickly and cheaply as possible, meaning 
terrible and crammed conditions for the animals bred there. 
Animals are sentient, being capable of feeling pain and fear, 
but the farming and fishing industries treat them as though they 
are alive only to generate maximum profit.
Additionally, the industry is heavily impacting our environment 
as big factories are using lots of machinery which produce large 
amounts of fossil fuels and contribute to our Earth’s growing 
pollution problem. Slaughterhouses are responsible for large 
outputs of greenhouse gases such as methane and carbon 
dioxide, both major contributors to climate change, which are 
created both in the process of slaughter and by the degrada-
tion of wastewater. If more and more people turn vegan and 
cut meat out of their diet the world would be a much cleaner 
and greener place. A 2014 study by Oxford University showed 
that consuming a diet high in meat products came with a cost 

of 7.2kg of carbon dioxide emissions per day whereas there was 
only 2.9kg emissions for vegans. This is a 4.3kg difference, which 
may seem small but could have a huge impact on the world’s 
environment.
Furthermore, many people are becoming vegan due to health 
benefits. But what benefits does it really offer? A research study 
has shown that for every 3% increase in calories ingested from 
plant protein, the risk of death reduced by 10%. As well as this, 
it has also been proven to lower cholesterol (one of the main 
causes of heart attacks), improve kidney function, provide pro-
tection against certain cancers and reduce migraines. Accord-
ing to Oxford University, transitioning to a plant-based diet could 
help cut 8.1 million deaths every year.
Moreover, studies have shown that vegans and vegetarians are 
happier and less likely to be depressed compared to fish and 
meat eaters.
And then there’s weight loss. A plant-based diet has become 
fashionable because of its ability to significantly reduce body 
fat as it cuts out unnecessary fats from meats like beef, pork and 
lamb and replaces it with low-calorie, protein-rich foods such as 
Quorn, whilst typically incorporating more fresh fruit and vegeta-
bles, beans, nuts and seeds.
Nevertheless, with every advantage comes disadvantage. If 
you decide to be a vegan it is a big commitment as you are 
completely eliminating products derived from animals (including 
cow’s milk and cheese), which can often also be a social bar-
rier. Although it is becoming more and more fashionable, with 
huge retailers such as Marks & Spencer and Sainsbury’s releasing 
bigger ranges of plant-based foods, vegans often struggle with 
limited meals on offer to them at restaurants (not to mention 
wanting a cup of tea at a friend’s house who only stocks full-fat 
milk). Admittedly, vegans often suffer a loss of valuable nutrients 
and minerals that are rich in dairy and meat products. Evidence 
has shown that most vegan diets do not contain vitamin B12, 
which helps the production of red blood cells, preventing anae-
mia. 
There are, however, many approved health supplements 
designed to overcome this issue, such as iron tablets that are 
vegan and vegetarian friendly. 
Overall, more people should become vegan as they are 
helping their body in numerous ways but also because of the 
ways in which it benefits our environment. If a full diet change 
proves to be too difficult, you could begin by making small 
changes, gradually building up to the vegan diet. Just think of 
the potential positive impact we could have on our health and 
the environment if we all made a small effort to eat more vegan 
food. Look after our environment. Look after yourself.

 OPINION: The 
benefits of being vegan
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Magic of Disney dazzles 
students on Paris trip 

Last term, The H launched a writing competition for Year 8 students 
to encourage new writers to join our budding journalism team. 
Students were asked to write an extended feature on a topic of their 
choice. It was fantastic to see so many Year 8 students producing 
intriguing, engaging and thoughtful features on topics such as
mental health, social media, animal captivity, driving and much 
more. The winner of the competition, Pavanpreet Gohani (8J), wrote 
a well-developed feature on veganism, a subject that is regularly 
making the headlines. 

The magic of Disneyland dazzled Highfields students during a four-day Parisian adventure.
More than 120 students from Year 8 enjoyed the action-packed trip to the French capital during the half-term break in May.

The trip included visits to The Walt Disney Studios Park and main Disneyland Park, where members of the group braved the 
famous Tower of Terror and Space Mountain rides, picked up dozens of souvenirs, and were blown away by a spectacular 
fireworks display to the backdrop of classic Disney songs.
They also enjoyed a visit to Parc Asterix, where they had a blast on the rides and enjoyed a dolphin show.
Ms J Parker, Head of Lower School, said: “We had a fantastic Paris trip with the most wonderful group of students. They are a 
real credit to the school.
“All of the students and staff involved have been left with wonderful memories that will last a lifetime.”

Thrill-seeking students are being given the chance to take 
to the slopes for an action-packed ski trip in 2020. Following 
the success of previous ski trips, and after a great number of 
requests from students, preparations are now under way to 
organise the trip, which will take place in February half term.
The proposed destination is Austria as all of the resorts and 
ski schools visited in the past have catered well for both 
beginner and intermediate skiers.
The trip will be organised through Select School Travel and 
will run from Friday, February 14th - Saturday, February 22nd 

at a total cost of £965.00 per student. Additional financial 
commitments will have to be made prior to the trip for ski 
clothing and accessories.
The ski trip is open to current students from Years 7-12.
Letters have been sent out to all Parents/Carers containing 
full information about the trip, which can also be found on 
the school website. Anyone who needs more information at 
this stage can email ski trip party leader, Mrs R Coldicott, on 
rcoldicott@hswv.co.uk

Austrian ski adventure planned for thrill seeking students in 2020



Duke 
of Ed- in-
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Did you know that around 2.5 billion people own a smartphone 
and over 3.5 billion people have an electronic device? 
The internet has had an astronomical impact on the way peo-
ple communicate, search for information and promote busi-
ness ventures. Yet, in our generation we can sometimes take all 
electronic devices for granted. Recently, the internet celebrat-
ed its 30-year anniversary, however, the internet or the World 
Wide Web (as it was often referred to in the 90s) didn’t go live 
until 1991. This was a result of a phenomenal transformation of 
the internet from its original military purpose – to create a glob-
al network designed to aid the military in accessing information 
rapidly – to the multi-layered platform that it is today. Thanks to 
this transformation, we have the joy of watching fluffy, clumsy 
cat videos on YouTube; the advantage of UberEats whenever 
we want a McDonald’s without having to leave our home, and 
the wonder of warping our faces with canine and unicorn filters 
on Snapchat. In the last 30 years, the internet has exploded be-
yond recognition from what was envisioned in 1989. But it begs 
the question: is technology really adding to our lives positively?
Well, let’s start by considering the device that has us all trem-
bling with anticipation at the thought of a notification pop-up: 
the phone. In 1876, when the first phone was invented, it was 
considered a marvel, but you could not take it anywhere. In 
fact, in order to connect calls, a whole network of people were 
employed to disentangle long, loopy wires from one port to 
another just to ensure the call would actually connect. Fortu-
nately, just over a century later, in 1992, the first smart phone 
was invented: the Simon Personal Communicator. This was 15 
years before Apple released the first ever iPhone. Thanks to 
such technology, we can enjoy a socially, unsociable lifestyle 
now that phones have become portable computers. Wherever 
you go you can see hundreds of people craning their necks 
painfully round the walls of restaurants, cafes and hotels just to 
spot that hungrily sought-after Wi-Fi password. In fact,  Austral-
ia have a full-on techno beach with free, super speed Wi-Fi,  
gaming areas (one hut is kitted with consoles with a sea view)  
and charging locations (4G really is a battery killer). Thanks to 
our demands being met, we have constant and instant access 
to information, people and shopping.
Yet, with this technology comes great responsibility. According 
to Statista.com, around 2.5 billion people use a smartphone. 
Whilst this technology could be considered the perfect person-
al assistant – making calls, sending texts, managing schedules, 
monitoring your heart rate – the technology is not without 
its dangers. CNet identified that Android users who failed to 
update their software to the latest edition were likely to be 
exposed to malicious malware; that’s over 846 million Android 
users at risk of being hacked. Whilst we at Highfields School 
ensure all students’ personal working laptops are fully protect-
ed with Smoothwall firmware, to what extent are you certain 
that you aren’t opening up the contents of your wallets, photo 
albums and emails to the rest of the world? 
However, don’t let that stop you from seeing the benefits of 
technology. The 21st century has been mind-blowing, offering 
a whole host of people a wide range of entertaining experi-
ences, from social media apps to gaming consoles. 
Here at Highfields we are fortunate to have a modern school 
where everyone has laptops but why did the school think we 
needed them? I asked Mr Cheetham, Deputy Headteacher 
in charge of the school’s Digital Technology, some questions 
about the importance of using technology in school.
He said: “Technology is the way forward to most things. We are 
very lucky that we can fund and source all of the laptops.” 
He said there were many educational benefits of having ac-
cess to technology in school, including helping students

                  

                By Reuben Peterson
with their studies, including in subjects such as English and 
Maths.
And he isn’t wrong. Daily, every single student utilises their 
laptops to source information for homework, develop their skills 
using teacher-identified websites such as BBC Bitesize and My-
Maths.com. You only have to walk the corridors of the school 
to bear witness to the great, independent investment students 
make in their laptops as they sit in groups, exploring knowledge 
the internet has to offer to support their education.
Mr Cheetham was also very keen to note how much technolo-
gy benefited the teaching practice of staff, by making lessons 
more fun and effective. 
However, Mr Cheetham was quick to acknowledge the impor-
tance of staying safe online, highlighting how hard the school 
works to ensure students enjoy working online whilst remaining 
safe at all times. 
He said: “Online safety is a big thing we must consider because 
people can get bullied online, but it is no more dangerous than 
driving a car, eating sweets or walking home, but you must be 
sensible because it is only as dangerous as the user of the de-
vice. The key to doing this is by educating people about how 
to be safe in lessons and in assemblies. We need to ensure that 
everyone has one because it is as important as everyone hav-
ing a uniform so they don’t feel left out when using a laptop.”
The future of technology at Highfields looks bright as Mr 
Cheetham noted the school’s continued reviewing and im-
provement of Digital Technology for all students.
He said: “Our next moves to improve our technology is to help 
Year 6 students move to Year 7 easier by giving them their 
office 365 as soon as we see them. This will allow them to have 
access to the Highfields network and send emails to us about 
the year ahead. Another goal is to make all classrooms wireless 
by having Wi-Fi connecting boards and Bluetooth speakers but 
to be able to do all of this we will need to upgrade the Wi-Fi 
system, teach and inform staff and students and source the 
laptops cheaply so we don’t need to put prices up or run out 
of money. Technology is the way forward and at Highfields too 
- just be safe online!”
So, as technology continues to catapult us into a techno-won-
derland, I suppose all we have left to do is sit back, strap 
ourselves in and see where the journey takes us (unless you’re a 
budding STEM student, then you’ve got behind the scenes ac-
cess!) If technology can see a magnificent incline in progress 
in just a matter of three decades, then over the next three 
decades, I say, look forward to the gift of robotics and health 
and medical developments.

OPINION: Technology 
at every turn

 Voicing concern: 
Students write to PM 
over Windrush scandal

In 2018, Britain saw one of its most heart-wrenching political scandals unfold as citizens 
belonging to the Windrush generation – Caribbean citizens who were granted British 
Citizenship in order to combat a shortage of labourers between 1948 and 1971 – were 
told by the Home Office that they were residing illegally within the UK due to a lack 
of legal documentation that had in fact been destroyed by the Government in 2010. 
Families were left distraught when relatives were wrongly detained, denied legal rights, 
threatened with deportation and, in at least 83 cases, wrongly deported from the UK 
by the Home Office, despite living and working in the UK for decades.
Year 9 History students group showed a great interest in exploring the Windrush Scan-
dal and the history behind immigration in the UK during the 20th century. The students 
drafted empathetic and mature letters, which they sent to Wolverhampton South West 
MP, Eleanor Smith, outlining their thoughts and feelings about the treatment of the 
Windrush generation. On their request, their letters were passed to then Prime Minister 
Theresa May, who has apologised for the appalling treatment of the Windrush gener-
ation.

Here is an opening from one of the letters, written by Amba Jassal.

Dear Teresa May,
I’m writing to you to express my issues and feelings surrounding the Windrush 
Scandal. 1027 people came from the Caribbean in 1948 to help rebuild the 
UK after the Second World War. They were told they would be paid and 
given accommodation. The issue is that because the Home Office care-

lessly didn’t keep any documentation about them entering the country back in 1948 
it led to problems for the first and second wave of people later in life after they have 
lived in the UK for the large part of their lives. Because the British Nationality Act was 
passed (which was where they were told that they could claim British Citizenship with 
visa requirements) it meant they were allowed here without a British passport and still 
be a UK citizen. However, now they are told that they are not British citizens because 
they did not have a British passport and because of this they are now illegally in the 
country and will be deported unless they have found sufficient evidence to show they 
are legally here. There was a woman named Paulette Wilson, 61, who arrived in Britain 
from Jamaica at only 10 years of age then she received a letter explaining that she 
was in the UK illegally, even though she has lived here nearly all her life. In my opinion, 
I believe that this is extremely unfair. These people are being made to think they have 
done something wrong when they haven’t, and they have arrived here legally to start 
a new, better life. However, they have been left with the fear of deportation.

      
 
History teacher, Miss Harrison, who forwarded the 
letters to the MP, said: “Our students voiced some 
terrific opinions on the scandal, demonstrating 
some of our inquisitive minds on such a contro-
versial and provocative subject.
“I am very proud that their efforts have been 
acknowledged by our local MP, who willingly 
shared their letters with Theresa May.”
In her letter to the then Prime Minister, the MP 
wrote: “I am forwarding on to you some letters 
I have received from 13-14-year-old students of 
Highfields School who have been studying the 
situation of the Windrush victims as part of their 
History curriculum.
“I hope you agree with me that these young 
people show a degree of understanding of the 
subject and empathy with the people involved, 
which is a credit to them and to their teachers.”

Cadbury 
World trip is 
sweet treat 
for students 
Chocolate lovers enjoyed a 
sweet treat when they visited 
Cadbury World as part of their 
Food Technology studies.
Year 9 students visited the 
world-famous site in Bournville 
to learn more about the much-
loved chocolate brand.
As part of the trip, students were 
taught about the history of 
chocolate and how the Cad-
bury brand was developed.
They also got the chance to see 
the large-scale manufacture of 
chocolate, whilst sampling a few 
delicious treats throughout the 
day.
They rounded off the trip with a 
screening in the 4D chocolate 
cinema.
Head of Food, Miss B Chima, 
said: “A great day was had 
by all students and staff who 
attended.”



Talent and dedication celebrated 
at PE Legacy Awards 
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Young football fans net 
refereeing qualifications

Students dreaming of a career in the 
sports industry got the chance to learn 
more about the opportunities available 
to them thanks to a visit from a Kidder-
minster Harriers FC coach.
Siobhan Hodgetts, the club’s Female 
Sports Development Coach, visited 
Highfields to speak to students from 
Years 7 to 10.
She spoke to more than 50 students 
about Kidderminster Harriers’ Football 
and Education Academy, whilst also 

highlighting the vast range of careers 
available in sport, including coaching, 
media and accountancy.
Mr P Rose, Head of Middle School and 
Careers Leader, said: “She informed 
them of the range of opportunities 
available whilst giving them advice and 
information to help them achieve their 
aspirations. Our students didn’t realise 
there were so many different profes-
sions in the sports industry.”

Talented young female football fans have qualified as football referees, and are now 
preparing to put their new skills to the test as officials of grassroots games.
Highfields launched its first referee academy after the February half-term, which was 
open to girls aged 14 and over.
The course was the first of its kind run by Birmingham FA, facilitated by Highfields and 
supported by the ConnectED partnership.
Students from Years 9-12 took part in the inaugural programme.
Following weeks of coaching, all of the students completed their final examination 
after a motivational talk from Lisa Rashid, a professional referee represented the FA at 
this year’s Women’s World Cup in France.
They will be now be given the chance to take charge of all of the school’s boys’ and 
girls’ football fixtures, whilst also having the opportunity to apply their skills in the local 
community where they will be able to earn money for refereeing grassroots football 
matches.
Mr C Brickwood, Highfields’ Head of PE, said: “At the start of February half-term a 
group of enthusiastic future Premier League match officials started their journey to be-
come fully qualified football referees, and it is with great pleasure that I can announce 
that all of the girls passed.
“This is only the start of the journey as we look to grow the academy for both girls and 
boys in the near future. It is an opportunity for us to enhance the leadership skills of our 
own students and those from other schools, whilst developing their knowledge and 
understanding of the game. It is a really exciting project and we are delighted that it 
has had such a successful launch. Congratulations to all of the girls involved.”
The girls who have qualified are: Poppy Kelly, Georgia Harris, Georgia Derrick, India 
Rae Martin, Rhea Gill, Madison Hawley, Libby Naughton, Kira Patel, Holly Ryall-Jenkins 
and Amy Lamine-Simmons.

Sporty students given careers advice

Fundraising students pulled on their 
trainers for a charity run alongside 
real-life Forrest Gump, Rob Pope.
Rob hit headlines around the world 
in 2016 when he embarked on a 
15,700-mile journey which saw him 
cross the United States four times to 
raise money for Peace Direct and 
The World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF).The 40-year-old recently com-
pleted the punishing six-day Mar-
athon Des Sables, a 156-mile race 
in the Sahara Desert known as the 
toughest footrace on the planet.
Rob, who runs wearing a ‘Run Robla 
Run’ t-shirt inspired by Tom Hanks’ 
character in Forrest Gump, was the 
guest speaker at Highfields’ 2018 
Legacy Awards, and returned to the 
school to speak to students about 
the charities he has raised more than 
£20,000 for with his gruelling fund-
raising runs. He also gave the school 
a very generous gift of an adopted 
panda through WWF, which will 
be named by students as part of a 
competition in the coming weeks.
As part of his visit, students joined him 
on a one-mile fun run in parkland 
close to the school to raise around 
£80 for Rob’s chosen charities.
WWF (formerly the World Wildlife 
Fund) is an international non-govern-
mental organisation founded in 1961 
working to preserve wilderness and 
reduce the human impact on the 
environment.
Peace Direct is an international char-
ity dedicated to stopping wars by 
supporting local people in conflict 
zones to build long term peace.

Students keep pace 
with real-life Forrest 
Gump on charity run

(Continued from Back Page) 
PE staff said they were ‘overwhelmed’ with the levels of 
sporting talent and dedication within school, as they hosted 
the third annual PE Legacy Awards.
A sell-out crowd watched accolades given out to students in 
28 categories.
PE teacher, Ms L Stevenson, who organised the Legacy 
Awards event, said: “We are overwhelmed with superb com-
mitment, strong leadership and outstanding personal perfor-
mances at Highfields. We were delighted to stage our third 
PE Legacy Awards to celebrate students’ achievements, 
efforts and commitment to sport. It was another fantastic 
evening that ended the school term on a high. Congratula-
tions to all of our nominees and students who won awards.” 
Big winners on the night included Tilly McKenna-Fraser, Josh 
Climo, Sam Hipgrave, Georgia Derrick and Alice Gunning 
who each won the Sports Person of the Year award for their 
year group.

The ceremony was led by Jack Rutter, who inspired the 
crowd with a motivational speech about overcoming 
adversity to succeed in sport. Having first been inspired to 
be a professional footballer by watching Eric Cantona on 
TV, Jack was signed to Birmingham City FC at the age of 
18 and was on the verge of signing as a professional when 
he was knocked to the ground and suffered brain damage 
as a consequence. The incident forced his retirement from 
professional football in 2010. A visit to the Headway charity 
in 2012 led to his discovery of football seven-a-side and Jack 
was inspired to get more involved after watching the London 
2012 Paralympics. In acknowledgement of his leadership 
skills, Jack captained the England team at the 2014 CPISRA 
European Championships in Maia, Portugal where the team 
finished in 5th place. The following year, he led the England 
team to a 5th place finish which resulted in their qualifica-
tion for Rio 2016. On his Paralympic debut Jack helped the 
Paralympics GB side to secure a fifth-place finish.
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LEAVING THEIR LEGACY
Highfields’ sporting talent was honoured during a glittering 
awards ceremony, attended by inspirational Paralympic GB 
footballer Jack Rutter.
The school hosted its third PE Legacy Awards to celebrate the 
efforts and achievements of the school’s sporty students over 
the past academic year.
There was a total of 165 student nominations in 28 differ-
ent categories on the night, including Captain/Leadership, 
Coaching, Effort, Attitude and Most Improved. Awards were 

also given out for Sports Person of the Year in each year 
group, as well as Dancer of the Year (for KS3 and KS4) and 
a Sixth Form Contribution Award. The awards were brought 
to a close in front of a sell-out crowd with the presentation 
for Sports Team of the Year, which went to the school’s Swim 
Squad. Audience members were entertained with dance per-
formances throughout the evening, whilst guest speaker, Jack 
Rutter, inspired the crowd with a motivational speech about 
overcoming adversity to succeed in sport. (Pics- Page 27)

School’s sporting talent honoured at glittering awards ceremony  

Highfields’ award-winning PE depart-
ment added more accolades to its 
already-bursting trophy cabinet with a 
successful evening at the City PE & Sports 
Awards. 
The school’s talented students walked 
away from the ceremony with 17 differ-
ent awards. Among them was the Active 
School of the Year accolade, which is pre-
sented to the school that goes above and 
beyond with their PE and Sport provision.
Apo Fars, who has just moved into Year 
10, was given the award for Sports Per-

former of the Year having been recog-
nised for his World Championship achieve-
ments in Karate.
Former Year 13 student, Vishal Pal, was 
awarded the Volunteer of the Year acco-
lade for his contribution to extra curricular 
activities in the city, in particular the de-
velopment of our Cricket provision.
Mr C Brickwood, Highfields’ Head of PE, 
said: “We have some real shining sporting 
stars in school and it is always fantastic 
that their efforts and achievements are 
recognised and celebrated.”

Students celebrate trophy haul at prestigious sports awards 


