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Budding news anchors launch weekly broadcast promoting school news

HIGHFIELDS TV 
HITS THE SCREENS 

   highfields maintains position
  among midlands’ best - PAGe 11 

Arty student Hemani Chadha has won the competition to design 
Highfields’ 2017 Christmas card. Dozens of students entered the 
contest, which was open to Years 7 & 8. Read the full story - Page 4

GREASE IS THE WORD FOR TALENTED PERFORMERS - SEE FULL STORY ON PAGE 3

By Anika Patel
Budding TV reporters and presenters have launched the school’s own weekly news 
broadcast called Highfields TV - and it is already proving a huge hit with students 
and staff.
Twenty-five students are involved in the project, including a core editorial team of 
Year 10 students. They work to bring stories from around school to life on screen to 
keep students and  staff up-to-date with news and events.

The HTV team meet on Wednesday lunchtimes 
to discuss story ideas and filming schedules. News 
items are then broadcast on the dozens of flat-
screen TVs around school and sent out to staff via 
email.
Each episode consists of a main feature, two short 
news features and a sports story. HTV’s episodes 
will soon be available to view via YouTube. 
There are many roles within HTV giving students 
the chance to develop new skills, including an-
chors, reporters, video editors, camera operators, 
editors and writers. 
Mr D Cooper, Lead Teacher for Film Studies, said: 
“We are delighted to have launched Highfields TV 
to give our students another platform to showcase 
the many things going on around school. 
“We have a core editorial team at the centre of the 
project but would love to see other students, staff, 
parents/carers and members of the community 
contributing and putting forward their ideas.
“Students, if you have a story that you would like to 
see on Highfields TV, come along to speak to the 
team on the middle floor LRC on Wednesday lunch-
times.
”We are also looking for new reporters and video 
editors so if that sounds like fun, we would love to 
see you getting involved!”
Following the success of the first three episodes, 
there are now plans to screen live broadcasts for 
breaking news stories around school in the future.  
If you would like to get involved with HTV, please 
email dcooper@hswv.co.uk

IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK 
A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS!

Students celebrate 
success on Duke of 
Edinburgh’s scheme 
More than 90 students achieved 
either Bronze, Silver or Gold 
awards on the prestigious Duke 
of Edinburgh’s programme.
They had to demonstrate a 
number of skills including lead-
ership qualities across four units.
As well as volunteering in the 
community and joining physical 
activity clubs, they also show-
cased their navigation, team 
work and outdoor survival tech-
niques  on a gruelling expedi-
tion.
A number of the students who 
completed the Duke of Edin-
burgh’s course picked up their 
awards during a presentation 
evening hosted by former Olym-
pic athlete, Phil Brown.
            
         - Full story page 14

Merry Christmas &  
Happy New Year!
We would like to wish you all a won-
derful Christmas and very happy 
New Year. School will return after 
the Christmas break on Wednes-
day, January 3rd for staff  and 
Thursday,  January 4th for students.

H
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Get in touch with the team

I am delighted to present the second edition of The H (complete with decorative digital holly to 
make sure you’re all aware it’s Christmas!)

Once again, the newspaper is packed with stories from around school that we hope you’ll find 
interesting, informative and entertaining. As a team, we’ve been working hard over the past 
term to put together this newspaper and ensure you don’t miss out on anything that’s being 
going on or coming up.

We’ve extended our paper to 16 pages for this edition, which are filled with news articles from 
around school as well as features and opinion pieces.

We’re a friendly bunch who are always happy to hear your story ideas or feature suggestions so bear 
that in mind when we return from the Christmas break in January and get straight back to work putting 

together our third edition. If there’s any issue or article you think should be included in The H – or if you would like to join our team of 
reporters and submit your own piece – please email theheditorial@hswv.co.uk

From all of us at The H, have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

A word from your Editor 

Yasmin Powell

STUDENTS GETTING TO GRIPS WITH 
GREASE FOR STAGE SPECTACULAR    

Have you got a story? Email the team on theheditorial@hswv.co.uk

Rehearsals are well under way 
for Highfields’ next musical show-
case, Grease. More than 100 stu-
dents are involved in the produc-
tion, which will be staged from 
February 28th to March 3rd.
  The musical is one of the most 
successful and popular of all 
time, featuring a host of uplifting 
songs, including  Summer Nights, 
Greased Lightning, We Go To-
gether and Born To Hand Jive.
  The showcase will be the second  
collaboration with neighbouring 
Penn Fields School for the annual 
production and students are cur-
rently rehearsing every Thursday 
evening and some Saturdays.
  It follows hugely successful pro-
ductions of High School Musi-
cal, Our House and Hairspray 
that have involved thousands of 
students and attracted sell-out 
crowds. 
 Students have been given extra 
inspiration for the production af-
ter watching a professional per-
formance of Grease at The Grand 
Theatre.
   Ms S Bishop, Head of Perfor-
mance, said: “Rehearsals are in 
full swing for our production of 
Grease.
“We are proud to be staging our 
annual musical in collaboration 
with Penn Fields for the second 
year and are delighted to see so 
many students from both schools 
involved. 
  “Grease is an iconic musical that 
has transcended generations. It 
features some very catchy songs 
that we guarantee will have the 
audience dancing and singing 
along. 
  “We were lucky enough to take 
the cast to see a professional 
performance of the show at The 
Grand Theatre, which has given 
us all extra inspiration for our own 
show. 
  “Judging by rehearsals, it’s going 
to be another fantastic produc-
tion for Highfields.”
Grease was first performed in 1971 
in Chicago and was later turned 
into a film featuring John Travolta 
and Olivia Newton-John.

Daniel O’Hara Will Hyatt Charis Ukaeze

Anika Patel Joe Regan   Ella Birch

The team is always on the lookout for 
stories from around school! Make sure to get 
in touch so we can give your news article or 
achievement the coverage it deserves.
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T h e  o t h e r  f i n a l i s t s . . .

Highfields has been getting well and truly into the 
Christmas spirit by holding its annual Christmas Card 
Competition. 
The aim of the contest, which was open to Years 7 
and 8, was to design Highfields’ official Christmas 
card for 2017. The card will be now be sent out to 
partnering organisations in digital form.
Students were given the choice of either drawing, 
painting or submitting their designs digitally.
Dozens of creative students submitted their colourful 
entries, before a shortlist of five finalists were chosen.
Staff then got the chance to vote for their favourite - 
with the winning design being selected as this snowy 
scene created by Hemani Chadha.
Year 8 student, Hemani, said: “I have always been 
quite an arty person so I was keen to take part in the 
competition.
“I am really shocked that my design has been chosen 
as the winning one. I am really pleased.”
Ms J Parker, Head of Lower School, said: “We are al-
ways proud to add a personal touch to Highfields’ 
official Christmas cards by getting our students to de-
sign them.
“We run a competition each year which is open to 
our Year 7 and Year 8 students and we were delight-
ed to have received dozens of entries.
“They were a fantastic standard, which made the job 
of creating a shortlist of finalists a very difficult one. 
“Staff then voted for their favourite and, although it 
was a close contest, Hemani is a very worthy winner.”

PAGE 4

Students get creative with 
Christmas card designs 

Talented young musicians from Highfields hit all 
the right notes with shoppers when they helped 
to relaunch a supermarket after its £1.3m trans-
formation.
The Co-op store, in Warstones, has been closed 
for around a month for the huge refurbishment 
project, which bosses hope will see it become 
a ‘hub for the community’.
It was reopened in style on November 30th, 
thanks to Highfields’ young musicians who en-
tertained customers and staff with a host of 

Christmas hits, swing music and chart toppers.
Music Teacher, Mrs S Jevon, said: “We were 
delighted our students were asked to perform 
at the reopening of the Co-op store. Just like 
Highfields, the store is very much at the heart of 
the Penn community so it was fitting for us to be 
part of this event.
“More than 20 of our talented students per-
formed for shoppers and staff, creating a bril-
liant atmosphere with a number of Christmas 
favourites, swing hits and other classics.”

Revamped store relaunched in style 

Highfields goes crackers for Christmas jumpers 
Students and staff went 
crackers for Christmas 
jumpers to help raise mon-
ey for charity.
The school’s corridors and 
classrooms were brightened 
up with colourful jumpers 
featuring Rudolph, elves, 
Santa Claus and snowmen 
as Highfields came together 
to celebrate the festive sea-
son with a fundraising Christ-

mas Jumper Day. Each student and member of staff made a £1 donation to wear their Christmas jumpers to raise money 
for Save The Children. The charity works to give children in the UK and across the world a healthy start in life, running world-
class programmes to ensure they have a bright future.
Ms J Parker, Head of Lower School, said: “Everyone got well and truly into the Christmas spirit by wearing their festive jump-
ers, helping to raise hundreds of pounds for such a worthy cause. It was a great way to end the term.” 

Designed by Selina Malik, 7A Designed by Lauren Poole, 8C Designed by Shaan Bahia & 
Jaspreet Sandhu, 7C

Designed by Alishbah Sikander, 
8H

By Anika Patel
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Students elected to 
city’s Youth Council

By Charis Ukaeze

Highfields has elected its representatives to sit 
on Wolverhampton Youth Council, which influ-
ences policy for people living in the city.
The Youth Council was formed in 2001 and has 
advanced into a campaigning platform for 
young people. The council consults, analyses 
the responses and influences policies in the 
city, giving members the chance to meet with 
senior officers of Wolverhampton City Council 
on a regular basis. Its aim is to give young peo-
ple of the UK between the ages of 11 and 18 
a voice, which will be heard and listened to by 
local, regional and national government.
Students interested in being selected for the 
chance to represent Highfields on the Youth 
Council put forward a letter outlining their su-
tiablility.
Simerpreet Kaur and Anna Tabner were cho-
sen by the school’s Head Boy, Jack Evans, and 
Head Girl, Bernice Johal, to take on the role.
Bernice said: “The Youth Council is a fantastic 
opportunity for the younger generation to get 
involved in politics and the wider world; how 
decisions made in Parliament affect us, our 
education and social norms. Myself and Jack 
had the privilege of deciding the Youth Coun-
cil Representatives. 
“It is a great way to involve the views of the 
younger generation on current issues and to 
encourage our peers to take part in awareness 
campaigns.”
As part of their role they will now consult young 
people in Wolverhampton about current issues 
and convey their views to decision makers in 
the city, helping to influence services that af-
fect young people. They are required to attend 
Scrutiny Committe meetings of Wolverhamp-
ton City Council, attend meetings of Youth Or-
ganisations Wolverhampton and other volun-
tary sector groups and to link with youth MPs 
and their deputies elected to the UK Youth Par-
liament.

As part of the process to encourage students 
to get involved with politics and the Youth 
Council election, the school support the Make 
Your Mark national vote. Students voted from 
a number of topics affecting young people  
along with other schools and colleges across 
the UK. The ballot decided what Members of 
the UK Youth Parliament should debate within 
the House of Commons. The issue that won the 
most votes was ‘A curriculum to prepare us for 
life’. 
Mrs C Hartshorne, who led the Make Your Mark 
vote at Highfields, said: “The Youth Parliament 
Make your Mark vote was an excellent oppor-
tunity for our school to take part in something 
that involves local schools but more important-
ly it feeds into the national agenda. 
“It emphasises the issues that are important to 
them. We need to recognise these views. 
“By taking part, young people are debating 
current issues and are getting an understand-
ing of politics. We really need to encourage 
our students to participate, experience and 
embrace democracy in the UK and this is a 
starting point. Being an active citizen is simply 
one way to engage with similar minded peo-
ple and challenge those in power.”

“It feels like just five minutes ago that we returned to school following 
the summer holidays for the start of the new academic year. But in the 
blink of an eye, the tinsel is out and the talk has turned to Christmas so I 
would like to take this opportunity to fill you in on the many things going 
on and coming up in school.

We welcomed more than 250 students at the start of the term in Septem-
ber and I am delight-
ed to see them all 
settling in with ease. 
It’s no secret that the 
leap from primary 
school to second-
ary school can be 
a daunting one for 
students, leaving the 
relative comfort of 
small classrooms and 
friendship groups 
to be thrust into a 
high-octane environ-
ment surrounded by 
hundreds of peers.

It is heartening to see 
so many of our youngest students already making new friends, building up 
confidence in lessons and making the very most of the many extra-cur-
ricular activities and groups Highfields offers. School life is so much more 
than just study, study, study and I am pleased that so many of our Year 7 
students are already embracing this by signing up to after-school classes 
and groups.

As well as providing students of every ability with the opportunity to take 
part in a wide range of activities, our packed extra-curricular programme 
complements the curriculum to help develop well-rounded, socially 
skilled and confident students - and, most importantly, is fun for everyone 
involved. It also teaches important skills to integrate into everyday life, 
such as time management, commitment, teamwork and social skills. We 
really would love every student to get involved.

At Highfields, we constantly strive to ensure every student reaches their 
potential and I am therefore delighted to report that provisional perfor-
mance tables released by the Government following this year’s superb 
GCSE results indicate that Highfields has maintained its position among 
Wolverhampton’s top schools for both attainment and pupil progress.

The tables are based on this year’s GCSE results, which are currently being 
finalised, and have been released ahead of official league tables in the 
new year. Our Attainment 8 score of 51.1 out of 80 puts Highfields among 
the top three schools in Wolverhampton, whilst it ranks second of the city’s 
non-selective schools in the city under the Progress 8 measure. Progress 8 
looks at the advances a student makes from the end of primary school 
to the end of secondary school, comparing their results with the achieve-
ments of other youngsters with the same prior attainment. Indicators show 
Highfields has a Progress 8 score of +0.51, meaning that every student 
achieved on average around half a grade more in their GCSEs in every 
subject than their peers elsewhere.

These results are testament to the hard work and dedication of our stu-
dents and staff and it is pleasing to see that our current Year 11 students 
are already working hard in preparation for their exams next year to main-
tain these excellent academic standards. As well as attending regular 
after-school revision sessions they have also been focusing their attentions 
on life after their GCSEs as motivation to reach their potential. Our Staying 
in Learning Day was a great success, allowing all of our Year 11 students 
to take part in a range of hands-on workshops and activities to support 
them with both their short and long-term educational and career goals.

One of the options available to our Year 11 students is to continue their 
studies on to Highfields’ Sixth Form and we are always delighted that this 
is what the vast majority of our students choose to do. If attendance at 
our Sixth Form Open Evening is anything to go by, next year will be no 
different. Many of our current students took the opportunity to come 
along to the event to speak to Sixth Form staff and students whilst we 
also welcomed dozens of external students interested in continuing their 
studies here after their GCSEs. The event gave us the chance to showcase 
everything our Sixth Form has to offer and I would like to thank everyone 
who volunteered their time to speak to visitors and make it such a success.

Outside of the classroom, it’s 
been another busy term with 
lots to tell. This year’s Autumn 
Festival certainly went with a 
bang as we welcomed more 
than 200 visitors through the 
doors for a fun-filled evening 
of live entertainment and 
spectacular fireworks whilst 
our talented musicians did a 
fantastic job of entertaining 
shoppers at the grand unveil-
ing of the refurbished Co-op 
store in Warstones. I am also 
pleased to see that rehearsals 
are already in full swing for our next school production, Grease. The annu-
al show is always a fantastic spectacle and it is wonderful that more than 
100 students are taking part again this year. Over in sport, our students 
continue to dominate tournaments and competitions in a range of disci-
plines. Among the many highlights include our Year 8 Boys’ Football Team 
being named SSAW 9X9 tournament champions for the second year in a 
row, Year 12 student Vishal Pal receiving the Junior Performance of the 
Year award from Staffs Clubs Cricket Championship for an incredible 128 
Not Out innings, three students being selected for England Rounders trials 
and budding star, Oliver Causer, bagging Silver medal in the prestigious 
Northern Home Counties Open.

I am delighted to report that the wolf sculpture decorated by talented art 
students as part of the Wolves in Wolves project has been snapped up at 
auction for a whopping £1,500. The sculpture had been on show outside 
the Civic Centre over the summer and went under the hammer as part of 
a fundraising auction held at Molineux. The money will be split between 
local disability arts charity, Outside Centre, and chosen charities of the 
Mayor of Wolverhampton, Councillor Elias Mattu. Our young artists should 
feel very proud that their artistic talents have raised so much money for 
these fantastic causes. 

As a Headteacher, there is no prouder feeling than seeing happy students 
working together towards a common goal of success; from our Year 7 
students starting their journey at Highfields to our Sixth Form students pre-
paring to make their mark in the world. As always, I would like to thank you 
all - students, staff and parents - for your continued support and helping to 
make Highfields a place of which we can all feel incredibly proud. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

There’s much to celebrate as 
we head towards Christmas

Headteacher, Mr Graham Tate, looks back on the term
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OUR BRIAN LOVING LIFE 
AT OXFORD UNIVERSITY

Former Highfields student Brian 
White, whose battle to stay in 
the UK captured hearts across 
the country, has started the next 
chapter of his life by taking up his 
hard-earned place at Oxford Uni-
versity.
The talented Chemistry scholar is 
embracing life at the world’s best 
university, where he’ll be studying 
for the next four years.
The 21-year-old faced having 
his dream of studying at Oxford 
snatched from his grasp and be-
ing deported to Zimbabwe when 
his application for a student grant 
was refused in 2016 because he 
no longer had permission to live in 
the UK.
Having been refused indefinite 
leave to remain, the 21-year-old’s 
life was left in limbo for over a year 
whilst he appealed against the 
decision. His plight led to an over-
whelming national campaign that 
saw him receive support from tens 
of thousands of people and the 
UK media, before the Home Office 
granted him indefinite leave to re-
main.
During his fight to stay in the UK, 
Brian spent his time living with Mar-
tin Leigh, the partner of Highfields 
teacher Ms S Bishop. The proud 
pair recently travelled with him to 
Oxford to help him settle into his 

new home along-
side the country’s 
finest academics.
Brian said: “I have 
been offered a 
great opportunity 
in life and intend 
to take it with 
both hands.
“The last few 
weeks have been 
a whirlwind but 
I am delighted 
that I am now 
here at Oxford. 
I am so grateful 
to everyone who 
has helped to make this possible 
and I will do all I can to repay their 
kindness, generosity and support 
by studying hard and making the 
very most of my time here.”
Brian lived in an orphanage in Zim-
babwe until the age of six when a 
missionary spotted the bright boy’s 
potential and introduced him to 
British-born Peter White who was 
working in the country and had 
two children and a Zimbabwean 
wife.
Mr White first fostered and then 
adopted Brian, who was 12 when 
he moved with his new family to 
Botswana, where he was later left 
with one of their friends on their 
return to live in Penn. He was al-

lowed to join 
them at the age 
of 15 but immi-
gration officials 
gave him tem-
porary rather 
than indefinite 
leave to remain 
here.
This was only 
spotted when 
Brian’s appli-
cation for a 
student grant 
in 2016, follow-
ing the offer to 
study Chemistry 

at Lady Margaret Hall after he got 
3 A*s and an A in A Levels, was re-
jected when it was discovered he 
had inadvertently overstayed his 
temporary visa and faced depor-
tation.
Lady Margaret Hall took the rare 
step of putting his place on hold 
for 12 months whilst he fought to 
stay in the UK.
His story started gaining local me-
dia attention and the backing of 
a number of celebrities, including 
soul superstar Beverley Knight and 
author Sathnam Sanghera before 
a petition started by his friend, 
Luke Wilcox, turned his case into a 
national sensation.
The online petition urging the 
Home Office to rethink its decision 
to refuse him indefinite leave to re-
main in the UK was signed by more 
than 111,000 people whilst his sto-
ry was picked up by the national 
press, including The Guardian, The 
Independent, BBC, Evening Stand-
ard, The Mirror, Daily Mail and 
BuzzFeed, among others. He also 
appeared on This Morning along-
side Eamonn Holmes and Ruth 
Langsford.
After months of waiting for his fu-
ture to be decided, he was delight-
ed to receive a call from lawyer, 
Mr Louis MacWilliams, confirming 
the news he had been waiting for.
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Highfields’ wolf sculpture 
raises £1,500 for charity
A colourful wolf sculpture designed 
by Highfields students as part of Wol-
verhampton’s biggest public art 
event has raised £1,500 for charity.
The 5ft sculpture had been on dis-
play alongside dozens of others 
across the city as part of the Wolves 
in Wolves project, before going un-
der the hammer.
Around 150 people packed into the 
Jack Hayward Suite at Molineux for 
the charity auction earlier this month, 
which was hosted by BBC Antiques 
Roadshow specialist, Will Farmer. 
The event raised £35,400 for charity 
across 52 lots - including £1,500 from 
Highfields’ ‘Zeus’ sculpture.
Proceeds raised from the auction 
have been shared between Out-
side Centre and the chosen chari-
ties of the Mayor of Wolverhampton, 
Councillor Elias Mattu.
Councillor Mattu said: “Our ded-
icated artists, generous sponsors 
and partners have all contributed 

to make this project a phenomenal 
success.
“Wolves in Wolves gave the city a 
blast of colour and excitement and 
it was fantastic to see the immense 
Wulfrunian pride felt by everyone in 
the city.
“It has been wonderful to see so 
many people, young and old alike, 
out in the city on the lookout for 
wolves.
“From the launch in July to the very 
end of the trail, we have seen fami-
lies, friends and even visitors from as 
far as Canada, China and Australia 
enjoy our beautiful wolves.”
Students from Highfields worked on 
the design of their sculpture with 
representatives from WV Active. It 
includes blue swirls to represent the 
city’s swimming pools and silhou-
ettes to showcase the many activi-
ties on offer at its leisure centres, as 
well as the colours of the Highfields 
logo.

Highfields’ new intake of Year 7 stu-
dents have now almost completed  
a full term at Highfields and are set-
tling in well to their new school.
Many students are making the most 
of the extensive range of extra-cur-
ricular clubs and activities on offer 
as well as experiencing their first of-
ficial series of revision for tests. 
Anika Patel, who is part of the 
‘buddy’ scheme which helps stu-
dents settle in to life at Highfields, 
said: “There is so much to get in-
volved with at Highfields and all of 
the Year 7 students have clearly 
grabbed this opportunity with en-
thusiasm and optimism.
“There are currently numerous 
sports teams and activities availa-
ble and   many Year 7s have joined 
them eager to practise new skills 
and progress. 
“The Year 7 students have settled 
in well and have fully taken grasp 
of what school life is like in High-
fields.”

Year 7s settling into 
life at Highfields

A new support group has been 
launched to support students 
dealing with bereavement.
Students take part in six sepa-
rate sessions, which are run by 
Miss N Meanley.
Participants learn about what 
grief is, how it affects us and 
ways to cope with it. The group 
hopes to be able to reach out 
to any students who are having 
trouble dealing with grief and 
guide them through with the 
help of their peers.
The aim of the new group is to 
help fellow students through 
hard times and make a positive 
impact on those attending.
The first course was launched in 
November and another will be 
starting after Easter.
Any students who would like 
emotional or well-being sup-
port, or would like more in-
formation about the be-
reavement group can email 
nmeanley@hswv.co.uk 

Bereavement support 
group is launched 
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Highfields among city’s best in 
performance league tables 

Highfields has maintained its position among Wolverhampton’s 
top schools for both attainment and pupil progress in provisional 
performance tables released by the Government.
The tables are based on this year’s GCSE results, which are cur-
rently being finalised, 
and have been re-
leased ahead of of-
ficial league tables in 
the New Year. 
Our Attainment 8 
score of 51.1 out of 
80 puts Highfields 
among the top three 
schools in Wolver-
hampton, whilst it 
ranks second of the 
city’s non-selective 
schools in the city under the Progress 8 measure. Progress 8 looks 
at the advances a student makes from the end of primary school 
to the end of secondary school, comparing their results with the 
achievements of other youngsters with the same prior attain-
ment. Indicators show Highfields has a Progress 8 score of +0.51, 
meaning students achieved on average around half a grade 
more in their GCSEs than their peers elsewhere.
The headline Attainment 8 and Progress 8 measures were intro-
duced by the Government in 2016 to mark students’ progress 
and achievement over eight GCSE subjects, replacing previous 
calculations which ranked schools based on the percentage of 
students achieving grade C or higher in five GCSE subjects.
Headteacher, Mr Graham Tate, said: “We are pleased with the 
provisional performance tables which indicate Highfields is among 
the top schools in Wolverhampton for both progress and attain-

ment. It is testament to the continuing hard work of our students 
and staff.
“Our current Year 11 students are already working hard in prepa-
ration for their exams next year to maintain Highfields’ excellent 

academic standards.”
A new grading system 
was introduced for this 
year’s GCSEs which 
saw traditional A*-G 
grades replaced with 
1-9 gradings in Maths, 
English Language and 
English Literature.  High-
fields saw 109 students 
achieving the highest 
gradings of 7 or above 
in English or Maths. 

(Grade 7 is equivalent to an A grade, Grade 8 is equivalent to A* 
and Grade 9 is the new highest attainment grade)
A staggering 90% of students achieved a Grade 4-9 in English, 
with 72% of students achieving a Grade 4-9 in both English and 
Maths. Half of all students achieved the new strong pass of Grade 
5 and above in both subjects. This is the highest for both 9-4 and 
9-5 gradings amongst non-selective schools in the city.
Thirty students achieved the highest Grade 9 rating in English Lit-
erature and English Language, out of just 13,000 nationally, whilst 
Gurkeerat Sandhu attained a 9 grading in English Literature, Eng-
lish Language and Maths - one of just 2,000 students nationally to 
do so. He also achieved another 5 A* and two A grades. 
Sixty per cent of students achieved a Grade 7 and above, or 
equivalent, whilst 32% of students got three or more.
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Students attend Sixth Form Open Evening
Prospective students attended an Open Evening to get a 
glimpse of what Highfields Sixth Form has to offer.
Around 150 students came along to the event with their par-
ents/carers, where they got the chance to speak to current 
Sixth Form students and staff about the range of courses 
available as well as touring the school to see the facilities.
Presentations were made by Headteacher, Mr Graham Tate, 
Head of Sixth Form, Mr K Blower, and members of the Student 
Leadership Team. Representatives from a number of univer-
sities were also on hand to provide advice about life after 
Highfields.
Mr Blower said: “Making your decision about Post 16 educa-
tion is very important.
 “We are always delighted that so many of our Year 11 stu-
dents choose to stay on to study at our Sixth Form and we 
hosted this Open Evening so they and other students could 
get a feel of what we have to offer.
 “Highfields Sixth Form is exciting and challenging and we 
have a reputation for providing high quality teaching and 
learning. Our ethos is about having high expectations within a 
supportive and friendly environment.
 “Our Open Evening was a great success and it was wonderful 
to welcome so many people through the doors to give them 
a flavour of our Sixth Form.”

We have more in common than 
differences: Stand up to racism

As teenagers we believe strongly in advocating our 
right to express our individuality, and part of establishing 
our identity is having the freedom to embody it without 
judgement. Yet teenagers, and a great many individu-
als, are discriminated against because of an uncontrol-
lable variable in their existence: the colour of their skin. 
Unfortunately, there are people in this world and people 
in this country who believe that we should be segregat-
ed, who think that every one of every race is the same; 
who think that there is only one group, one ethnicity, one 
race that belongs in this country and that that race is 
superior to all of the other races. This is racism. Racism is 
a gargantuan and catastrophic issue that the UK is expe-
riencing. It destroys people’s lives and makes them feel 
inferior, excluded and unwelcome. How would you feel 
being treated this way? Worst of all, racism is on the rise: 
racially motivated hate crime has increased from 42,000 
incidents in 2015 to an appallingly high 50,000 in 2016. 
Like a pathogen, racism spreads and is most contagious 
to our most vulnerable; if parents are infected by it they 
spread it to their children who utter hate, and it removes 
your sanity, your logicality and your rationality. Therefore, 
it is essential that everyone of us stands up to racism!

From a young age racist people have been indoctrinat-
ed and manipulated in the ways of the biggest killer in 
the world: ANIMOSITY! They are victims of lies and decep-
tion that let their indoctrination, manipulation and racist 
ignorance persuade them to commit acts of crime, vio-
lence and brutality against innocent people. They put in-
tolerance and inequality in the air that we breath. Then, 
we inhale and exhale the lies that they feed us and we 
then recite their words and actions of hate. It takes over 
our brain and corrupts us to become insane and scape-
goat a group and smear them with our evil, malicious 
and spiteful manners. Do not be brainwashed!  Cleanse 
yourself of the prejudice you have been brainwashed 
into having. We must understand that we are all human 
and that race is just the amount of pigment you have 
in your skin: it does not define you. Today, in 2017 you 
are 28 times more likely to get randomly stopped by the 
police if you are not white. 28 times! How would you feel 
if it was you that was stopped based solely on charac-
teristics that you were born with? Still racism is ignored, 
dismissed and disregarded. It has never been more im-
portant that we all stand up to racism!

However, my friends, they are not to blame. It is the fault 
of the indoctrinator, the exploiter, that conveys the hate. 
They portray a false perception of a group based on the 
actions of a bad minority, they exploit and incriminate 
this group of our society, their aims being to segregate, 

to corrupt the minds of our most vulnerable and to spread 
inequality.  Deep inside their hearts is darkness, it grows 
like the lungs of a smoker; every exposure of racism they 
receive, every propaganda that they believe, the more 
they become naive, the more the darkness grows un-
til they are left with disease. It infects them and causes 
racism. Yet we continue to dismiss the victims. Friends, 
how could you ignore the concept that divides us, that 
causes war? Can you not see the pain that these victims 
endure? Can you not see the painful affliction of the 875 
African Americans who, in 2016, got shot? Never allow it 
to happen and stand – up – to racism!
Prosperity will only come, war will only end, equality will 
only arrive, when we appreciate our similarities and not 
our differences. Like the birds in the sky we will reach 
new heights for humanity; however, the only thing that 
is holding us back, the only thing that is deepening the 
trench of our failures is, racism. We must build coexist-
ence and not divisions in our society, build bridges and 
not borders and build equality and not discrimination. 
Open your eyes and stand up to racism!

I am leaving you with a quote from Nelson Mandela -  a 
man who fought effortlessly to bring justice and equality 
to those who were considered inferior, who fought the 
apartheid with peace slavery, a man considered a hero 
for many across the world, who said this about racism: 
‘like the apartheid and slavery,  [racism] is man-made 
and can be removed by the actions of human beings.’ 
Therefore, anything made by us can be destroyed by us 
and it is our responsibility, our purpose and our obligation 
to stand up to racism!

By Bobby Aftab
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Autumn Festival goes with a bang!
More than 200 people flocked to this year’s Autumn Festi-
val, which saw crowds entertained with live performances 
and a spectacular fireworks display. 
Talented Highfields students took to the stage to showcase 
their dancing and musical skills in the Lyceum, whilst a host 
of stalls were set up selling crafts and cakes. Henna art, 
face painting and glitter tattoos were on offer for young 
visitors as well as competitions to guess the name of a ted-
dy bear and weight of a pumpkin and marrow to raise 
funds for the next Sixth Form prom.
The event closed with a bang with a stunning fireworks dis-
play on the terrace.
Ms S Bishop, Highfields’ Head of Performance, said: “The 
Autumn Festival has become a popular fixture on the 

school calendar and this year’s event was another huge success.
“Thank you to everyone who helped out, as well as the performers who did a great job on stage and our visitors for coming along 
and making it such a special occasion.”

Whether it’s a trip to the local High 
Street or a venture overseas to an ex-
otic location, there is no escaping one 
of the biggest tragedies in our society: 
Homelessness. 
Latest figures show that in the UK alone, 
there are currently more than 300,000 
people sleeping rough, out on the 
streets with nothing but the clothes on 
their backs to battle the elements, the 
hostility and the desperation alone.
 Though many of us may offer a token 

gesture of spare change or a sympathetic smile as we pass, their 
lives are mostly given just a fleeting thought in our minds before we 
carry on with the day. But there is more that we can do to help.
Across the country, including areas of the West Midlands, local 
soup kitchens have established themselves to help the homeless, 
including Midland Langar Sewa Charity, the Red Cross, Sikh Welfare 
and Awareness Team (SWAT) and Salvation Army, to name but a 
few. Every week, volunteers from our local community participate 
and represent these charities by giving up time out of their day to 
give out clothing and food donations to members of the homeless 
community.
After volunteering for one of the aforementioned charities, I have 
become exposed to the huge difference donations can make to 
the lives of an individual. After all, these donations provide a satis-
faction to their hunger, provide warmth from the harsh cold of the 
Christmas season and provide them with the resources to aid their 
survival. Giving a person the ability to live for another day and the 
opportunity to fall onto better circumstances - is this not something 
you would want to be a part of? 
Though we may not be totally eradicating their problems or instant-
ly improving their living situation, by joining one of these charities 
we are unifying together to help build a better community – a 
community which does not turn a blind eye to poverty and instead 
collectively comes together to spark light amongst the darkness of 
misfortune for people living on the streets.
During my time at a soup kitchen, I have met dozens of people 
coping with a life of poverty on the streets, including one who un-
fortunately suffered from addiction, which started the downward 
spiral of his life. Whilst he has not revealed his traumatic experienc-
es in detail, it is not difficult to get an insight into the sadness of 
his existence, using an overcoat as a sleeping bag on the streets. 
His only source of comfort is his partner, who is in the same tragic 
situation. The misery of their lives was exposed further when one 
Sunday morning his partner attended the feed in order to gather 

donations to aid his sobering process. It brought home the reality 
of their situation, as a loving couple trying to battle demons whilst 
living in poverty. 
There are thousands of reasons why a person can end up in poverty 
and homelessness and there are many ways people cope with the 
harsh reality of their  lives. 
In 2016, BBC Three aired a documentary referring to the ‘Black 
Mamba crisis’ that has plagued our streets and claimed the lives of 
our citizens, especially members of the homeless community who 
have turned to it as a coping mechanism.
Despite it being classified as a ‘legal high,’ Black Mamba has been 
recently labelled as ‘worse than heroin’ by Daily Telegraph writers 
yet a number of homeless victims still continue to pursue this as an 
escape from the harsh reality of their lives.
It is just one of the many threats to the lives of people living on the 
streets and by trying to help, we can fall into the trap of sponsoring 
such addictions by plunging into our pockets to give pennies rather 
than giving real help. 
Life changes such as unemployment, illness or family separation 
can affect us all, along with shifts in the cost of living that can have 
a huge impact on life. It is important to remember that poverty isn’t 
just something that happens to other people, it could happen to 
almost all of us.
The homeless are real people with real emotions who want nothing 
more than to escape the miserable cycle of the life they are cur-
rently trapped in.
The horrific Manchester Arena attack offered an opportunity for 
people to think differently about those living on the streets thanks 
to the brave actions of homeless hero Stephen Jones, who rushed 
to the aid of victims in the chaotic aftermath of the tragedy.
His bravery and compassion saw him catapulted to national at-
tention, with the media rallying to raise awareness of his living sit-
uation. The press 
exposure led to 
millionaire David 
Sullivan Junior 
pledging to pay 
the rental fees 
of any Landlord 
that would house 
Mr Jones. 
But why is it only 
now that people 
were prepared 
to help?

Have a heart and help the homeless
PAVAN SEKHON volunteers his time at a soup kitchen which provides a lifeline for the homeless. 
The Sixth Form student is now urging more people to help those living in poverty on our streets. 
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Fundraiser Lola shaves off 
her long locks for charity  

        THE H

Charity dancers raise hundreds 
of pounds for Children in Need

A kindheart-
ed student 
has shaved 
off her long 
locks to raise 
hundreds of 
pounds for 
M a c m i l l a n 
Cancer Sup-
port.
Lola Spicer-
Neal shaved 
off her hair 
as part of 
the charity’s 
‘Brave the 

Shave’ campaign after seeing a number of close 
family and friends battle the disease.
Her fundraising efforts, which took place at Wolver-
hampton’s Firewalker Gym where she trains in box-
ing, have so far raised a whopping £1,200 for the 
charity. The 14-year-old’s hair will also now be do-

nated to make 
wigs for cancer 
sufferers.
Mr R Oseland, 
Head of Year 
10, said: “Lola 
was inspired 
to support this 
campaign and 
shave her hair 
after seeing a 
number of fam-
ily members 
and friends suf-
fer with cancer 
in recent years.
“Everyone’s lives have been affected by this terri-
ble disease in some way and we are all very proud 
of Lola for what she has done to help those who 
are suffering by donating her hair and raising this 
incredible amount of money for Macmillan Can-
cer Support.”

Students and staff showcased their dance moves alongside a city MP to 
raise hundreds of pounds for Children in Need.
More than 200 fundraisers gathered in the Sports Hall to perform their own 
versions of ‘Oops Upside Your Head’ and ‘Cha Cha Slide’, some of them 
dressed as Children in Need mascot Pudsey Bear.
Wolverhampton South West MP, Eleanor Smith, took part in the charity 
dance session alongside students and 
staff. Their efforts have helped to raise 
more than £600 for the campaign.
Students at neighbouring Penn Fields 
School also took part in fundraising for 
Children in Need and each donated £1 
to the charity to dress as their favourite 
film or TV character for the day.

Ms J Parker, Highfields’ Head of Lower School, said: “We wanted to do something fun that 
would get lots of our students involved and raise hundreds of pounds for the Children in 
Need campaign.
“It was wonderful to see so many people taking part, having a great time and raising so 
much money for this worthy cause.”
Highfields throws its weight behind the Children in Need campaign every year and last year 
staged a Mannequin Challenge, which also raised hundreds of pounds for the charity.
Children in Need is the BBC’s charity which works to change the lives of disabled children 
and young people in the UK. It has raised £600 million since it was launched in 1980.
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Students see Wolves 
on the prowl at Etihad

        THE H        THE H

Students travelled to the Etihad to watch Wol-
verhampton Wanderers play Premier League 
heavyweights, Manchester City. These stu-
dents had all shown a willingness to partici-
pate in a minimum of 20 extra-curricular PE 
clubs since the start of the academic year in 
September.
They travelled to Manchester for the Cara-
bao Cup clash between the Championship 
leaders, Wolves, and unbeaten Manchester 
City on October 24th.
Chilean international, Claudio Bravo got a 
rare start ahead of Ederson, City’s leading 
keeper in both the Premier League and UEFA 
Champions’ League. It was a decision by 
City coach Pep Guardiola that meant City’s 
undefeated streak remained intact.
Wolves tested Manchester City like no other 
team had done all season, managing to stop 
the offensive juggernaut and become the 
first team to stop City scoring this season. This 
was despite the likes of Sergio Aguero, Ilkay 
Gundogan and Leroy Sané all getting play-
ing time.
Nuno Espirito Santo’s Wolves side had nu-
merous chances to score including a superb 
chance for Enobakhare who forced Bravo 
into a spectacular save with his legs.
After 120 minutes in the pouring rain, in front 
of around 6,200 Wolves supporters, there had 
been no goals meaning a penalty shootout 
was in order. Bravo was again the hero when 
he denied Alfred N’Diaye and Connor Coady 
in the shootout, allowing Aguero - Manches-
ter City’s all-time leading goal-scorer - to win 
the game for the Sky Blues.

Cricketer Vishal knocks ‘em for six to win accolade
Highfields’ Sixth Form student, Vishal Pal, has been hon-
oured with two awards for an incredible cricket perfor-
mance for his club, the Old Wulfrunians Tettenhall CC.
The Year 12 student has won the trophy for Performance 
of the Season from his cricket club for his incredible 128-
Not Out innings against Fordhouses CC.
He was presented with the prestigious award during a 
ceremony at The Mount Hotel.
He has also been recognised by the Staffordshire Clubs 
Cricket Championship for Junior Performance of the 
Year. The prize was given for the best performance with-
in Staffordshire’s seven divisions by an under 18.
Vishal, aged 16, is the first member of the Old Wulfrunians 
Tettenhall CC to receive the trophy since its inception.
Vishal’s name has now been added to a shield, which 
he will have to return after a year. He has also been pre-
sented with a trophy, which is his to keep.
Vishal, who has only been playing club cricket for three 
years, said: “I felt very proud to have put in such a perfor-
mance but I’m determined to beat that score in future.
“It felt unreal to be given the Staffordshire award in front 
of so many senior players from different clubs. It is a great 
achievement.”

Tournament success for 
talented Year 10 athletes

Young athletes from Highfields have been showcasing their sporting skills by compet-
ing in regional tournaments.
Sixteen Year 10 students competed in the Indoor Athletics competition against other 

schools, with the boys’ team bagging Gold and 
the girls’ team taking Silver.
There were a number of schools taking part in 
the tournament, which was held at Aldersley. 
They competed in a range of events including 
the hurdle, relay, two-lap race, four-lap race, six-
lap race, shot put, speed bounce, standing long 
jump, standing triple jump and a vertical jump. 
Highfields was represented by Luca Williams, 
Daniel Porter, Gurkaran Khangura, Eric Omozee, 
Finley Cooper, Emmanuel Falade, Seb Boydell 
and Sam Rush, Leah Roberts, Abbie Moore-Hill, 
Emily Gibson, Louise Saul-Braddock, Sophie Gib-
son, Alice Gunning, Charis Ukaeze and Josie An-
nable.  
Mrs J Brickwood, Deputy Head of PE, said: “Every 
participant did a great job. A huge congratula-
tions to them all!”
On November 29th, Highfields then hosted The 
Primary Sports Hall Athletics competition, wel-
coming five schools - St Bart’s, Warstones, St Tere-
sa’s, Springdale and Goldthorn Park .
Each school brought along 10 Year 6 athletes 
and took part in six activities, run by Highfields’ 
students who acted as ‘Leaders’ for the event.
Mrs Brickwood said: “We had 27 fantastic leaders 
and they were the talk of the competition. They 
were praised for their coaching, leadership and 
conduct throughout the event by all in attend-
ance. 
“We are exceptionally proud of each of them 
and every participant.’ St Bart’s were victorious 
taking home Gold with Warstones in Silver medal 
position and St Teresa’s taking home Bronze. 

Students celebrate success on
Duke of Edinburgh’s scheme 

Students were honoured for their Duke of 
Edinburgh’s success during a presentation 
evening led by a former GB Olympic ath-
lete.
More than 90 students achieved their DofE 
Bronze, Silver or Gold award, with 52 of 
them attending an awards ceremony to 
be presented with their medals by relay 
runner Phil Brown, who is also the CEO for 
the DofE’s central region.
The event gave parents and Highfields’ 
DofE team the chance to celebrate the 
achievements of students on the challeng-
ing programme over the past year.
Parents also had the opportunity to watch 
interviews by students about their experi-

ences and DofE highlights as well as browse photographs taken on expeditions to Llandrinio and Snowdonia.
Special accolades were also awarded to students who have shown excellent leadership and commitment to their DofE programme. The Bronze 
award individual accolade was won by Mrithula Raj Balaji for her support of other students on her expedition. The individual Silver award was 
awarded to Jack Evans for his commitment to volunteering to both the Penn Fields DofE programme and his support in officiating school football 
at Highfields. The Gold Endeavour award was given to three students - Alisha Patel, Maiya Bahra and Kent Stavenuiter - for their excellent work 
mentoring Bronze DofE students and their support with expeditions.
Maiya was also able to be receive her Gold award brooch in preparation for a visit to either Buckingham Palace or St James’s Palace to offi-
cially receive her award. She will be joined in London by Alisha Patel and Josh Slomka-Moore, who have also achieved the Gold award - DofE’s 
highest honour - but were unable to attend the school presentation evening due to university commitments.
Mr C Moody, who runs Highfields’ DoE programme, said: “The evening was a resounding success which gave us chance to celebrate the incred-
ible achievements of students on the DofE programme. I would also like to say a massive thank you to all parents for their support.”
Hundreds of Highfields’ students have taken part in the DofE programme since the school started running the scheme around 10 years ago.

The Fantasy Football 
competit ion is on!

Highfields launched its own Fan-
tasy Football league ahead of the 
2017/18 season - and the compe-
tition is being taken very seriously 
by both students and staff!
More than 125 people took up the 
chance to compete in the league, 
which sees participants select a 
‘dream team’ of Premier League 
players with a £100m budget. 
They field 11 players on match day 
and get awarded points depen-
ing on the actual performance of 
their selected players.
The current league table going 
into the Christmas holidays is:
1) Lallana’s in Pyjama, Milan Pa-
tel, 920 points; 2) King Of The Bop-
py’s, Amrit Boparai, 918 points; 3) 
Cesc In The City, Dhruvesh Patel, 
910 points; 4) WhereDivockIsOri-
gi?, Jaskaran Gohani, 900 points; 
5) class on grass, Ollie Smith, 896 
points; 6) Lads On Toure, Ethan Pa-
tel, 895 points; 7) TheNotoriousXI, 
Milen Bala, 883 points; 8) Odem 
Chicken Wingie ; Vishal Patel, 883 
points, 9) SaviFC, Savraj Madion, 
882 points; 10) MataMatically FC, 
Gavandeep Uppal, 879 points



Football fan Jude lands 
TV gig with Channel 5 

THE H  SPORT
Students go from couch to 5k

By Sports Editor Joe Regan

TALENTED VISH BOWLS THEM OVER TO WIN TOP PRIZE - PAGE 15

Football-mad student Jude Aston has taken 
a step closer towards his dream career in 
sports reporting after landing a TV slot with 
Channel 5 to report on Aston Villa season.
After Jude’s uncle posted an image of him 
on LinkedIn, promoting his interest in video 
editing and vlogging, Jude was surprised 
by the overwhelming response he received 
from a range of major media outlets, in-
cluding Channel 5, Sky Sports and The Re-
porters’ Academy.
The 13-year-old has already put his report-
ing skills into action when he was asked to 
speak about his beloved Aston Villa and 
his thoughts on the season on Channel 5’s 
Football on 5: The Championship. Although 
it was possible that his segment would only 
make it onto the channel’s website, he was 
delighted to receive a call from the chan-
nel confirming his confident performance 
on camera had earned him a slot on tel-
evision.
Following his appearance, he was then in-
vited by Stoke City to report on their game 
with Swansea, where he sat in the media 

box and attended the official press confer-
ence in which he got to ask a question of 
manager Mark Hughes. (pictured with Jude, 
left)
He is now preparing to join Sky Sports re-
porters to experience covering a televised 
game at Aston Villa in the New Year. As well 
as joining other sports reporters in the media 
box and watching the game, he will also be 
given the privilege of handing over the Man 
of the Match award, where he will get an 
exclusive chat with the victorious player.
Jude said he was surprised and delighted to 
have been offered such fantastic opportuni-
ties at such a young age.
“It has always been my dream to be a sports 
reporter and these experiences have been 
incredible,” he added.
Jude has been running his own YouTube 
Channel, called ‘It’s Jude’ for the past year, 
which has given him vital editing experience 
that he hopes will help his sports reporting 
career.
He also now edits the new weekly broad-
cast, Highfields TV. 

Students have been taking to the running track as part of a fitness drive based 
on the national ‘Couch to 5’ campaign.
Twenty students from Year 10 built up their fitness levels over five weeks before 
completing a timed 5k run.
During the course they were taught about the benefits of running, appropriate 
middle distance running techniques and pace setting to help them achieve the 
final 5k goal.
The course, which was taught as part of the PE curriculum for the first time, took 
inspiration from the official NHS ‘Couch to 5k’ programme, which runs over nine 
weeks.
It will now be rolled out to other Year 10 PE student groups after proving such a success.
Mr A Jeavons, who led the course, said: “There is a range of running ability in the group but every single student was able to build up their fitness 
levels over the five weeks to complete the 5k run, which is a fantastic achievement.
“Running is a mental battle as well as a physical one and all of the students showed such resilience and a determination to succeed.”
The course builds on the success of Highfields’ ‘Couch to 5k’ community challenge in the summer (pictured). Dozens of students, parents and 
friends attended weekly evening running sessions as part of the scheme, which helped them to get fit and raise money for Compton Hospice.


