




At Highfields, we take great pride in the success of our students. Our ethos 

is one of high expectations and aspiration within a supportive and friendly 

environment. We have a reputation for providing outstanding teaching and 

learning, enabling all of our students to achieve their potential. 

Making your decision about your Post 16 pathway is very important. We believe that all our students 

can excel on courses that are appropriate to them and this is reflected in our broad curriculum offer of 

Advanced and Applied Level 3 qualifications. 

We believe that Highfields Sixth Form is a vibrant and challenging place to learn and we look forward to 

working with you during your time with us.
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SUBJECT  
CHOICES

The variety of courses we offer in our Sixth Form enables students to follow a 

range of pathways to suit their academic ability and future aspirations.

Karina Bagria
Head Girl

Current studies:  English, History and Law

 
During my time at Highfields, I have always been encouraged to achieve my 

goals and to strive for success. Highfields offers an incredible pastoral support system 
and numerous opportunities to enable students to grow into successful individuals. 

Not only does Highfields support and encourage its students to be academically 
successful it also inspires students to be creative and to embrace their wider interests. My 

own enrichment includes being part of the netball team, debating society and mentoring 
GCSE students. These enrichment activities allow students to develop skills and qualities that 

universities and employers value and it is an excellent opportunity to make a contribution to 
the school community. 

Highfields is a very cohesive and diverse school that embraces the concepts of being kind and 
working hard. Therefore, the decision to continue my studies at Highfields Sixth Form was not a 

difficult one. All the staff provide immense support and motivation which ensures a successful and 
enjoyable learning experience. 



All students are expected to follow a full-time programme.  In Year 12 many students would take the 

equivalent of three Advanced Level courses combined with an Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 

which is highly regarded by universities.  Our curriculum is reviewed regularly in order to meet the needs 

of our students.  

We currently offer: 

Art* IT Cambridge Technical (Level 3 Applied)

Biology Law

Business Studies Law (Level 3 Applied)

Business Studies (Level 3 Applied) Mathematics

Chemistry Mathematics (Further)

Computer Science Music*

Drama* PE

Economics Philosophy & Ethics

English Literature Physics

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) Product Design

Film Studies Psychology

Food Science and Nutrition (Level 3 Applied) Psychology (Level 3 Applied)

French* Science (Level 3 Applied)

Geography Sociology

Health & Social Care (Level 3 Applied) Spanish

History Sport (Level 3 Applied)

Feargus Flanagan
Head Boy

Current studies: Music, Mathematics, Physics and EPQ 

For me, Highfields is like an extension of my family, encouraging and supporting me 
with both my academic studies and extra-curricular activities. Highfields has truly shaped 

me as a person and provided everything I need to help me achieve my future aspirations. 

Without the constant opportunities of performing in school productions and musical evenings, 
my passion towards music and confidence in performing would be nowhere near as great as 

it is now.  Through my A-Level Physics course I have been involved in a project with engineers 
as part of the Engineering Education Scheme.  This has also prepared me well for the world of 

work. These types of extra-curricular activities are invaluable in helping students to develop into well 
rounded individuals. 

After doing well in my GCSEs, staying at Highfields was an easy choice.  Thanks to the opportunities 
provided to me during my time at Highfields I now feel ready to continue my journey, hopefully studying 

Music Technology at university, and I know everything they have done will help me to be successful in my 
future.

* may be taught at partner schools



Personal Development
Personal development is a fundamental aspect of 

life at Highfields. We pride ourselves on helping young 

people grow into well rounded individuals who have 

the confidence, independence and resilience to be 

successful. 

Through participation in various activities, Highfields Sixth 

Form students are able to demonstrate that they possess 

the skills and qualities that are so highly sought after by 

universities, apprenticeship providers and employers. 

Examples of the types of opportunities our students have 

benefitted from are as follows:

 

First Aid

Each year, Sixth Form students have the opportunity to 

undergo first aid training with a qualified first aid trainer in 

school. Currently, over a third of our Year 13 students are 

first aid qualified.

Sixth Form Mentoring and Study Support Scheme

Sixth Form students regularly act as mentors to support 

the personal and academic development of younger 

students. This helps students to develop their confidence 

and communication skills.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

Sixth Form students have the chance to undertake 

the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. The award provides 

various different enrichment opportunities, ranging from 

completing volunteer work to carrying out physical 

expeditions, all of which help to develop a range of 

important skills.

Leading extra-curricular activities

Sixth Form students often take a lead role in delivering 

extra-curricular activities within school. Current examples 

include football, netball, cricket and badminton.

ENRICHMENT  
PROGRAMME



Being a student in Highfields Sixth Form is about more than just academic 

success.  All students will be expected to complete 90 hours of enrichment 

during their first year of study.  This will consist of Work Related Learning, 

Personal Development and Community Participation.

Work Related Learning
Work related learning forms a key part of the Sixth Form 

programme at Highfields. We recognise that supporting 

students with their career choices is integral to their 

long-term success. The majority of our students progress 

on to their first choice university course; others will go 

on to study an apprenticeship or move straight into 

employment. We work closely with all students to ensure 

they embark upon a pathway that is appropriate for 

them.

All students will have access to a work experience 

placement and personalised career information, advice 

and guidance to support them in their chosen pathway. 

We have developed strong working partnerships with 

numerous organisations that allow us to provide high 

quality experiences and ensure all students are fully 

prepared for whatever their future holds. Examples of 

the types of opportunities our students have benefitted 

from are as follows:

 

HE+

An academic enrichment programme based at King 

Edward’s VI College in Stourbridge. We are the only 

school in Wolverhampton to be involved in the project, 

which is also supported by the University of Cambridge.

The Engineering Education Scheme

This scheme gives teams of Year 12 Physics students  

the opportunity to work with local companies on real, 

scientific and engineering technology projects. 

The Social Mobility Project

A number of our students have been selected to 

participate in this prestigious programme which aims 

to give young people a real insight into top professions 

and provide the skills necessary to achieve their 

aspirations.  Through the Social Mobility Foundation, our 

students have gained internships and networked with 

professionals working within their chosen fields.



GR

Community Participation
The success of Highfields Sixth Form is built upon a strong 

sense of community that is shared by everyone in school. 

The contribution that Sixth Form students make to school 

life and the wider community is invaluable. They act as role 

models to younger students, consistently demonstrating 

the high standards of academic and personal conduct 

that is expected of all students.

Sixth Form students take an active role in supporting 

the ethos of the school through various different forms 

of charitable and volunteer work. Examples of the 

community work carried out by students are as follows:

The Challenge (NCS)

The Challenge is the UK’s leading charity for building a 

more integrated society. Through The Challenge, many of 

our Sixth Form students have had the opportunity to deliver 

projects that have made a genuine difference to the local 

community, and helped them to develop valuable skills.

School productions

School productions at Highfields are a prestigious annual 

event, involving students from all year groups. Sixth Form 

students often take principal roles which offers them 

excellent performing experience and enhances their 

leadership skills. Students can also contribute to the 

backstage production, gaining an insight into areas such 

as set design and performance technology.

ENRICHMENT PROGRAMME



Isabella Thomas 
Senior Deputy Head Girl

Current studies: Biology, English and Psychology 

Studying at Highfields for Sixth Form was an easy choice, knowing that the environment 
was an encouraging and motivating place to be.  Highfields staff and students work well 

together and are always prepared to help one another wherever necessary. The staff in 
particular have always been willing to help students with any extra support, both inside and 

outside of the classroom. Teachers have high expectations of students and students have high 
expectations of themselves. This all contributes to making learning at Highfields a challenging, yet 

enjoyable experience. 

Highfields is proud to host such a diverse and friendly group of students, in an environment where we 
are all encouraged to become individuals. I am fully confident that Highfields is a perfect choice for my 

Sixth Form education as it has allowed me to strive for the best that I can possible achieve. 

H IGHER EDUCATION 
AND EMPLOYMENT SUPPORT

Application Support   

Students attend workshops to write personal 

statements and complete applications. 

They will also receive individual one-to-one 

support when required.

Form Time  

Students in Year 12 receive ongoing advice, 

guidance and support during their daily 

form tutor time.  Many of our students 

also undertake the Extended Project 

Qualification and receive supervision 

through form time sessions.

The UCAS Convention   

All students attend the annual convention 

at the NEC in Birmingham in the Summer 

term.  This gives them the opportunity to 

meet with representatives of more than 200 

universities and colleges.

A Personal UCAS Tutor  

All Year 13 students have a tutor to guide 

them through the process of applying to 

university and support them with writing 

personal statements.

Regular Assemblies   

These are on-going throughout your time 

in the Sixth Form.  They will include talks 

on student finance, visits from university 

admissions teams, presentations from 

employers and information on careers  

and apprenticeships.

In order to support our students with their career choices,  

we organise a variety of assemblies, events, talks and visits.



Gurkeerat Sandhu 
Senior Deputy Head Boy

Current Studies: Economics, Psychology and History

During my time at Highfields, there has always been the best support and guidance 
available to fulfil my academic ambitions and prepare myself for the future. With a 

harmonious and inclusive environment, the ethos at the school encourages students to 
strive for success. Wishing to study Law at university, I believe that Highfields has provided 

me with the skills necessary to be successful; students are always challenged in lessons, 
encouraged to ask questions and think creatively in their studies. 

The school also provides a wide range of enrichment opportunities that support future aspirations 
and allow students to become well-rounded and dynamic individuals. I have been involved in 

numerous sporting clubs and have had the pleasure of serving as Editor in Chief of HTV (Highfields’ 
news channel).

There is no doubt that Highfields is the best environment to help me achieve my potential and be 
successful.

ENTRY CRITERIA
The entry criteria for each subject are provided with this prospectus. These are in addition to the generic Sixth 

Form entrance criteria listed below.

• To study A-level courses requires GCSE grade 5 in a minimum of 5 separate subjects.

• To study Applied courses would require GCSE (or equivalent) grade 4 in a minimum of five subjects.  

• Students should have a least a grade 4 in GCSE English and Maths for acceptance into our Sixth Form.

Transition Task
Before students are accepted into our Sixth Form they are required to successfully complete a transition task for 

each subject they have chosen to study. The tasks are designed to introduce students to the initial content of 

their course specifications.  This will form an important part of the induction process, ensuring students are fully 

prepared for the start of their new courses.

The tasks are shared with students during the Sixth Form induction programme that will take place in July 2019.  

They then have the summer holidays to work on the tasks, before submitting their work to staff in September.

DRESS CODE
Our dress code is formal clothing that would be suitable in a professional working environment (further 

details provided with this prospectus).  We believe that this sets the tone for students in that they are 

working in a school with high expectations and standards of presentation.  Our Sixth Form students are 

expected to set a positive example and be a role model for younger students at the school.
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