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Dear Parents/ Carers,  
 
Following the success of previous trips and after a great number of requests from pupils, we are now in 
the process of organising the next ski trip for February half-term 2020. The proposed destination for 
2020 is Austria, as we have previously found Austrian ski resorts and ski schools to cater very well for 
both beginners & intermediate skiers. The proposed trip will be organised through Select School Travel.   
 

Dates of departure/return:  Friday 14th - Saturday 22nd Feb 2020 (Half term) 
            Total Cost:    £965.00  
 
Due to the large costs involved for school ski trips, payment can be made in 6 instalments (as explained 
further on) with the final payment not being due until 12 months from now.  
 
The following ARE INCLUDED in the price of the trip:   
 
• 24 hours of Ski tuition by qualified instructors in resort (6 days x 4 hours per day) 
• Resort Lift Pass for 6 days  
• Ski equipment hire for 6 days (Skis, Ski boots, Poles and helmets) 
• 6 nights full board accommodation (including breakfast, packed lunches and evening meals)  
• Fully comprehensive Winter Sports Travel Insurance & Snow Guarantee Insurance  
• Return executive coach travel from school to resort, including return channel crossing from Dover to Calais 
• A Ski Trip Hoody, up to the value of £20 per pupil.   
• Evening Entertainments package up to the value of £20 (both in-house and local entertainment in resort)    

 
However, please note the following are NOT INCLUDED, and may require you to make additional 
financial commitments before the trip.  
 

 
- Ski clothing is not included in the price. It is hoped that, as with previous trips, arrangements may be made 

for a representative from a ski clothing company to come to Highfields in the Autumn of 2019 to discuss with 
parents the possible hire of a Ski Jacket and a pair of Ski Trousers (costing approx £30 total). However, this 
cannot be guaranteed, as fewer and fewer ski clothing hire companies exist due to the increasing availability 
of clothing at reasonable prices in stores such Decathlon and Go Outdoors. It is worth noting that the early 
nature of this booking also allows you to potentially take advantage of end of season sales in 2019 in such 
stores.  
 

- Skiing accessories will need to be purchased prior to the trip. These include items such as ski gloves, a hat, 
ski goggles (sunglasses are optional), ski socks, base layers (thermals) and a high SPF sun cream. Should 
you wish to seek advice from a member of staff about this aspect, prior to making any financial commitment 
please feel free to contact Mrs Coldicott as soon as possible.   
 

 
Continued overleaf... 



- It will be necessary for any pupils who have never skied before to attend 2 hours of tuition at Telford Dry Ski
Slope during an evening in the Autumn term of 2019. This will be arranged by school and transport to and
from school will be provided. However, there will be an additional charge. Based on current prices this will
be approximately £15 per pupil, but the exact charge cannot be confirmed until nearer the time.

- Pupils would also be expected to have a small amount of spending money on the trip to purchase soft drinks
in resort and any additional snacks or souvenirs pupils may wish to purchase.

The trip is open to all pupils currently in Year 7 up to Year 12. However, pupils in Year 11 must be intending 
to stay on in sixth form here at Highfields next year, and I will be looking at the current achievement of these 
pupils and speaking to staff in school to enable me to make a judgement on the likelihood of these pupils still 
being at Highfields in 2020. Individual cases would be considered should a pupil be accepted who later leaves 
Highfields, but we ask that you read carefully the information further on, regarding non-refundable deposits 
and further payments.    

If you would like a pupil to be considered for this trip please complete the attached consent form and return 
it to Mrs Banks in the Humanities LRC, no later than Friday 16th November. Please note that places will 
not necessarily be allocated on a first come first served basis. Firstly, each pupil’s behaviour in school and on 
other school visits will be looked at closely to determine whether or not they are suitable for this type of activity. 
In addition, it may be necessary to allocate pupils based on their ski ability; whether they are complete 
beginners, have some experience of skiing before or are advanced skiers. This is due to the fact that the price 
quoted is based on us being allocated ski instructors for the week, with no more than 12 pupils per ski group. 
It is therefore vital that you provide the necessary information on the consent form.   

Once all consent forms have been received, and once an in-school behaviour check has been completed, 
parents will be informed by letter whether the pupil has, or has not, been allocated a place on the trip. For 
pupils who do get allocated a place, a deposit of £80 would be required by Monday 26th November, details of 
which will be outlined in the letter confirming if your child has been allocated a place. Following this, a payment 
schedule will be issued, with the final payment being due in November 2019. Payments must be made by, or 
before, the dates which will be outlined in the payment schedule. Parents of pupils who are allocated a place 
should note that the first 2 payments of £80 and £120 are NON-REFUNDABLE DEPOSITS should they later 
withdraw for personal reasons (other than those covered by the insurance policy included in the price of the 
trip) or should they be withdrawn from the trip due to issues such as behaviour or a change in circumstances 
in school. If a pupil who has been allocated a place chooses to withdraw from the trip at any point before 
departure, for reasons other than those covered by the insurance policy, any payments made in addition to 
the non-refundable deposit will only be refunded should another pupil fill the place which becomes available. 
If the available place does not get filled by another pupil then you will only be refunded once any additional 
charges and supplements made by the travel company as a result of the withdrawal have been paid, and 
refunds, if any, may not be made until the final invoice has been received prior to the trips departure.  

If a pupil is not allocated a place on the trip, for reasons other than poor behaviour in school, then they will 
automatically be placed on the reserve list and you will be contacted should a place later become available.  

If you require any further information at this stage please do not hesitate to contact me in school or via e-mail 
rcoldicott@hswv.couk 

Yours sincerely 

Mrs R. Coldicott (Ski trip party leader) 
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