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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
As you may be aware we have recently been in consultation with Governors and students regarding our 
PE kit.  Our existing kit has served us well as a school but is now looking rather tired and school sports 
clothing has moved on considerably. 
 
As such it is time for us to respond to these changes and give our students a PE kit that they can be proud 
of; one that is modern, professional and more fit for purpose for the range of activities that students now 
take part in during their PE lessons. 
 
After thorough and comprehensive market research we have decided upon Chadwick as our new kit 
manufacturer who, we believe, are able to provide a kit that fully meets the needs of the school, our 
parents, carers and students. 
 
Full details of the new kit are attached with this letter, but there are several important points to share 
with you regarding this new kit: 
 

 It is of a much higher quality than the previous kit and we expect it to last much longer.  It is 
comfortable, durable and washes well! 

 It is far more suitable for the wide range of activities in which students participate during their PE 
lessons and is adaptable to allow students to participate in all team sports such as rugby, netball 
and football and also all individual sports such as tennis, athletics and fitness training. 

 The most advanced and most expensive addition to our kit is the base layer.  It is lightweight and 
durable for use in any sport, keeping students’ core warm and quickly removing moisture from the 
surface of their skin. 

 The kit is much more unisex to reflect that we no longer have separate girls’ and boys’ PE 
departments at Highfields.  Although there is the option of a skort rather than shorts for the girls, 
it is essentially the same Highfields PE kit for both. 

 It is a kit which we believe gives students the clothing that they need to be comfortable and 
confident in their PE; whether that be in lessons, in extra-curricular activities or representing the 
school in clubs, teams and competitions. 
 

That said, we are also very mindful that as a truly comprehensive school we need to make sure that we 
are offering the very best value for money and providing a kit that is not only professional, hardwearing 
and comfortable but also cost-effective and affordable.   
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The new kit will be supplied through our existing supplier, Lads & Lasses Schoolwear, who have worked 
with us to select the best value, high quality kit.  Not only does this give families a more convenient option 
in terms of location and opening hours, Lads & Lasses Schoolwear also offer a package price at the start 
of the academic year which really does offer excellent value.  If purchased in this way, the new kit will 
offer students a far superior kit for only a few pounds more.  To take advantage of this package price all 
orders must be with Lads & Lasses Schoolwear by the end of July 2017.   
 
Lads & Lasses Schoolwear will also offer the option to buy individual items throughout the year.  There 
are other items of sportswear that can be purchased but I would like to stress that these are optional 
extras and whilst we are more than happy for our students to wear them, they are not part of the required 
core kit.  These items are for those students who would wish to buy similar products as a matter of course 
for their sporting activities in and out of lessons. 
 
To limit the financial impact on families of the change in kit we are planning a phased implementation 
over the next 12 months with a complete replacement achieved for September 2018.  For September 
2017 we would expect see all new Year 7s in the new kit.  The PE department has also suggested that all 
students studying examination PE purchase the new kit but this is only a recommendation.  For all other 
students we recommend that the new kit is changed when it is lost, outgrown or reaches the end of its 
natural life.  However, there are distinct financial savings to be had in the package price offered by Lads 
& Lasses Schoolwear which may encourage parents/carers to change kit earlier, particularly considering 
the speed with which some of them grow! 
 
Could I take this opportunity to thank you in advance for your continued support.  We fully understand 
the inconvenience that these changes sometimes cause but we hope the phased transition makes this 
process more manageable whilst providing a higher quality kit of which we can all be proud. Please do not 
hesitate to contact your child’s Year Team if you have any questions in relation to the new kit.   
 
Could I also remind you that school is closed for staff training this week on Friday 30th June and draw your 
attention to our Community Fun Day on the morning of Saturday 15th July.  This event will incorporate our 
first competitive Sports Day for a number of years and also give the opportunity for students, families and 
staff to enjoy a morning of entertainment, music and fun activities.  Further details will follow next week, 
but we hope for sun and look forward to seeing you there. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
G TATE 
HEADTEACHER 


