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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
As we approach the busy festive season, could I take this opportunity to thank you for all your support over 
another successful term.  We have been delighted with the manner in which the students have really applied 
themselves to their studies and got so heavily involved in the wider life of the school.  They have really made 
the most of all the opportunities available at Highfields.   
 
At this time of year at which we make our preparations to celebrate the festive season and to prepare for the 
worst the weather can throw at us I feel it worthwhile to update you on some key dates, events and school 
procedures.   
 
Adverse Weather  

As winter develops with the possibility of adverse weather, could I draw your attention to the School Closure 
procedures which are published on the Parents’ section of the website.  We will, of course, do all we can to 
make sure that the school is able to operate as normally as possible, but in the event of very severe weather 
conditions, as is predicted tomorrow, we may be forced to close for health and safety reasons. 
 
In the unlikely event that school is forced to close during the school day, could you please inform your child’s 
Year Team in advance if you are not agreeable to your child making their own way home.   
 
Road Safety and Traffic Concerns  

This is also the time of year in which student safety becomes a particular concern.  We would be grateful if all 
parents could reinforce the importance of children taking responsibility for their own safety, especially when 
crossing roads, on their journeys to and from school. 
 
We have also received a number of concerns regarding the parking of cars at drop off and collection times.  As 
you will have noticed, the City Council have placed parking restrictions, including double yellow lines, on 
Boundary Way feeding into Warstones Drive.  This has been done in response to concerns about the safety of 
children, residents and other road users, particularly at peak times.  We would ask you to be mindful of local 
residents who may need access to and from their properties and to ensure the smooth flow of traffic and safety 
of other road users.   
 
 
 
                            /continued 
 



 
Key Dates and Events 

 

 Monday 11th December Year 11 School Exams and Coursework catch-up begin 

 Tuesday 12th December School Carol Service – St Bart’s Church 7:30 p.m. 

 Monday 18th December Lower School Disco – 7 – 9 p.m. 

 Tuesday 19th December School Craft Fair and Christmas Concert (see below for details) 

 Wednesday 20th December End of Autumn term – school closes to students at 1:15 p.m. 

 Wednesday 3rd January 2018 INSET Day – School closed to students 

 Thursday 4th January Spring term begins 

 Wednesday 31st January Careers Event and Year 9 Course Choice Evening – change of date 

 Wednesday 7th February Year 11 Plan to Succeed Parents’ session – change of date 

 Friday 16th February INSET Day – School closed to students 

 Friday 9th March Plan to Succeed Day for Year 11 students - change of date 

 
 

Christmas Craft Fair & School Christmas Concert - Tuesday 19th December 

Our big Christmas event this year takes place on Tuesday 19th December and will definitely get you into the 
festive spirit before we break up on Wednesday 20th December.  This year, alongside our successful annual 
Christmas Concert, we will be holding a Christmas Craft Fair from 6:00 p.m.  The Craft Fair will feature stalls 
from local artisans who will be selling bespoke gifts and products such as jewellery, chocolate decorations, 
festive decorations and much more.  The fair will also feature all the usual favourites, such as raffles, games, and 
Mehndi.  Entertainment and refreshments are available and we hope it will be a great opportunity to purchase 
a unique and original gift for Christmas. 

 
In addition to the Craft Fair, we will also hold our annual Christmas Concert from 7:30 p.m. in the Lyceum.  
Entrance to this event will be by ticket only.  There will be no charge for tickets, although these will need to 
be collected in advance from Mrs Banks in the Humanities LRC.  Tickets will be available on a first come first 
served basis. 

 
Christmas Jumper Day (Save the Children) – Friday 15th December  

On Friday 15th December we are having a Christmas Jumper Day supporting the ‘Save the Children’ campaign.  
Students make a £1 donation to wear a Christmas jumper, top or are free to customise an existing jumper with 
tinsel or other festive decoration.  These jumpers will replace shirts, ties and blazers on this day.  We will also 
be encouraging our staff and Sixth Form students to take part in the fun.  Students should make their donation 
to their Form Tutors during morning registration. 
 
We very much hope that you are able to join us in supporting these festive celebrations and look forward to 
seeing you at one of our many school events.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
G TATE 
Headteacher 


