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12th November 2018 

Dear Parent/Carer 

We are pleased to be able to share with you the report from our most recent Section 8 OFSTED 
inspection which took place just before half term. Full details of the report are available on the 
school website in the About section or by following this link -  http://www.hswv.org.uk/ofsted/ 

We are delighted that inspectors were able to recognise the work that goes on at Highfields every day. 
We feel that the report captures the ethos and spirit of the school very well and the high expectations 
that we have for all of our students.  

The outcome of this inspection is the best that could be achieved under the short inspection 
framework as the inspection team confirmed that the school’s Governing Body and Leadership and 
Management Team have ensured that the school continues to improve in all areas.  

Our broad and balanced curriculum, alongside consistently high quality teaching, learning and 
assessment, mean that students receive rich and diverse learning experiences across the curriculum 
and beyond. 

As I mentioned in my previous letter all of the students were an absolute credit to the school and their 
families; their behaviour and conduct were exemplary at all times. Their pride in their school was 
evident; they were confident, articulate and eager to share their experiences of their time at 
Highfields.  

Parents’ survey feedback was overwhelmingly positive and supported our view of the school as one in 
which every child really does matter. Students were equally positive in their view of the school in 
which they feel safe, well supported and challenged to do their very best. 

We are pleased to say that we felt that the inspection was conducted in a very fair and professional 
manner and those areas for improvement identified are ones that very much coincide with the 
school’s own improvement priorities.  

We were, if truth be known, slightly disappointed that after seven years without an inspection we 
were only inspected under the Section 8 framework. This does mean that it was not possible for us to 
improve our current OFSTED judgement and that we will have to wait a year or two to see whether we 
really are outstanding. The inspection team were clearly of the view that we may well be or else they 
would not have recommended that our next inspection be under the Section 5 framework.  

Could we take this opportunity to extend our very sincere thanks to all of the staff who work so hard 
every day to make Highfields the school that it is. Likewise, we really appreciate the tremendous 
contribution made by our students on a daily basis and the extraordinary support that they receive at 
home.  

Continued over… 
As ever, despite the very positive outcome of the inspection, please be assured that we shall not be 
resting on our laurels and will continue to do our very utmost to provide the best possible quality of 
education for your children. 

                                  

http://www.hswv.org.uk/ofsted/


Yours sincerely 

          

G TATE        K SEDGEBEER 
HEADTEACHER       CHAIR OF GOVERNING BODY


