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Thank you for showing an interest in Highfields School Sixth Form.  
This prospectus will give you a taste of what we have to offer.  

Making your decision about Post 16 education is very important.   We believe that every student can 

excel on courses that are appropriate to them and this is reflected in our wide range of option choices.  

There are several pathways that you may decide between in our Sixth Form, studying Advanced Level 

courses, Level 3 Applied subjects or in some instances combining the two.

Highfields Sixth Form is exciting and challenging.  We have a reputation for providing outstanding 

teaching and learning. Our ethos is about having high expectations within a supportive and friendly 

environment.
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SUBJECT  
CHOICES

The variety of courses we offer in our Sixth Form enables students to follow a 

range of pathways to suit their academic ability and future aspirations.

Bernice Johal 
Head Girl

Current studies: Biology, Chemistry and Mathematics

 
During my time at Highfields, I have received endless support to strive towards 

my goal of studying Medicine.  I have been involved in countless extra-curricular 
opportunities to support my university application such as Pathway to Healthcare with 

Aston University, the Social Mobility Foundation and organising Cool Kids at Highfields.

Having the ability to interact with younger students by running clubs such as Cool Kids and 
being involved in the Maths Mentoring Programme allows Sixth Formers to gain a sense of 

responsibility and undertake a prestigious role within the school.  Highfields has an impressive 
range of extra-curricular activities suiting all interests which provide students with the skillset 

that is desirable to universities and shapes us as well-rounded individuals.

The dedication and commitment of the staff at Highfields ensure that students achieve success.  
Due to our multicultural community and appreciation of diversity, Highfields has a unique ethos that 

is welcoming to all.



All students are expected to follow a full-time programme.  In Year 12 many students would take the 

equivalent of three Advanced Level courses combined with an Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 

which is highly regarded by universities.  Our curriculum is reviewed regularly in order to meet the needs 

of our students.  

We currently offer: 

Science and Mathematics Communications

Biology English Literature

Chemistry French*

Level 3 Applied Science Film Studies

Mathematics Spanish

Mathematics (Further)

Physics

Innovations Humanit ies

Art* Geography

Business Studies History

Computer Science Law

Economics Level 3 Applied Law

IT OCR Cambridge Technical Level 3 Philosophy and Ethics

Level 3 Applied Business Psychology

Level 3 Applied Health and Social Care Sociology

Music*

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) Level 3 Applied Sport

Jack Evans
Head Boy

Current studies: Geography, Mathematics and Physics

Highfields has the best support to help you reach your individual aspirations.  Not only 
are staff willing to go the extra mile in terms of academic study, they will also be there to 

support you in any way they can to prepare you for the future.  Highfields firmly believes in 
the holistic development of students.

A variety of enrichment opportunities are available that not only enhance UCAS personal 
statements, but help to develop the ‘soft skills’ that universities and potential employers value.  

As part of my own enrichment I am involved with The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award programme, 
mentoring and refereeing school football matches.

The decision to continue my studies at Highfields in Sixth Form was an easy one.  Having already found 
the learning experience throughout GCSEs a successful one and seeing the development of a student 

with target grades of C across the board attaining As and Bs, I have full confidence that Highfields is the 
best place to achieve my potential.

* to be taught at partner schools



Whilst in the Sixth Form, students will have many opportunities to get 

involved in a range of enriching experiences. These will enable them to 

develop their interests, abilities, leadership and organisational skills as well 

as making a positive contribution to the school and wider community.

Highfields’ School Production - Hairspray

Senior Students
Sixth Formers have the opportunity to apply for the 

positions of Head and Deputy Head Boy and Girl.  

They are expected to be a positive role model for all 

year groups and have many opportunities to support 

the school with events such as open days and parents’ 

evenings, as well as attending Governor’s Meetings as 

student representatives.

 

The Young Journalists’ Programme
Students co-ordinate the production of a school 

magazine under guidance from a Media Professional. 

Sixth Form Ambassador Programme
Students work under the guidance of Heads of Learning 

School to promote academic study across the school.

School Productions
School productions at Highfields are an prestigious 

annual event, involving students from all year groups.  

Sixth Form students often take the principal roles which 

offers them not only great performing experience, but 

also encourages their leadership skills as they have 

responsibility for younger cast members during rehearsals 

for example. 

HE +
An academic enrichment programme run in 

conjunction with other schools and colleges in the 

Black Country and beyond. We are the only school in 

Wolverhampton to be involved in this project which is 

based at King Edward’s VI College in Stourbridge. The 

programme is supported by the University of Cambridge.



ENRICHMENT  
PROGRAMME

The Social Mobility Programme 

A number of our students have been selected to take 

part in this prestigious programme which aims to give 

young people a real insight into top professions and 

to provide them with the skills needed to achieve their 

aspirations.  Through the Social Mobility Foundation our 

students have gained internships and networked with 

professionals working in their chosen field.

The Engineering Education Scheme 

Our Physics students are invited to join the Engineering 

Education Scheme which links teams of Year 12 students 

and their teacher with local companies where they work 

on real, scientific, engineering and technology projects.

The Challenge (NCS)
The Challenge is the UK’s leading charity for building a 

more integrated society.  Through The Challenge many 

of our Sixth Form students have had the opportunity to 

try new things, and with the support of a team, build and 

deliver projects that have made a real difference to the 

local community.

Sporting Activities
Our students enjoy a variety of sporting activities. We 

have both Sixth Form netball and football teams. 

Currently we have over 50 Sixth Form students involved 

in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme working 

towards their Silver and Gold Award. Students also have 

the opportunity to train to become assistant expedition 

leaders.



Application Support   

Students attend workshops to write personal 

statements and complete applications. 

They will also receive individual one-to-one 

support when required.

Form Time  

Students in Year 12 receive ongoing advice, 

guidance and support during their daily 

form tutor time.  Many of our students 

also undertake the Extended Project 

Qualification and receive supervision 

through form time sessions.

The UCAS Convention   

All students attend the annual convention 

at the NEC in Birmingham in the Summer 

term.  This gives them the opportunity to 

meet with representatives of more than 200 

universities and colleges.

A Personal UCAS Tutor  

All Year 13 students have a tutor to guide 

them through the process of applying to 

university and support them with writing 

personal statements.

Regular Assemblies   

These are on-going throughout your time 

in the Sixth Form.  They will include talks 

on student finance, visits from university 

admissions teams, presentations from 

employers and information on careers  

and apprenticeships.

In order to support our students with their career choices,  

we organise a variety of assemblies, events, talks and visits.

H IGHER EDUCATION 
AND EMPLOYMENT SUPPORT

Lakhdeep Panesar  
Deputy Head Boy

Current studies: Law, Mathematics and Further Mathematics 

Highfields has had a very positive impact on my life.  With supportive members of staff, a 
healthy working environment and a range of opportunities at hand, my time at Highfields 

has enabled me to excel both academically and as a person.  Studying at Highfields is an 
enjoyable experience.

The school also offers a wide range of extracurricular activities: I have been able to play for the 
school cricket team; partake in programmes such as The Brilliant Club and HE+ as well as being 

able to achieve my Duke of Edinburgh Award.  Ultimately, these have all contributed to making 
me a well-rounded individual.  Not only does the school help you achieve the necessary grades to 

progress to Higher Education, they also support your UCAS application, obtaining any required work 
placements.  My ambition is to study for a degree in Mathematics.  I am grateful for my time at Highfields 

and I strongly feel the school has enabled me to pursue my future aspirations.



Simran Koretaine 
Deputy Head Girl

Current studies: English Literature, EPQ, History and Psychology 

Throughout my time at Highfields School, I have always been encouraged to strive 
for success and be ambitious in my goals, with the intention to study for a degree in 

Psychology and carry out research in Developmental Neuroscience.  We are given 
numerous opportunities to develop ourselves as an holistic individual – not simply being able to 

produce consistently good grades but also to think creatively, to be able to problem solve and 
to develop the skills required to be successful in the working world.  My own enrichment activities 

include:  Debating Society; mentoring GCSE students and my own experiment in cognition and 
perception.

The support and motivation shown by the staff and the wider body of students, as well as the diverse, 
friendly working environment, means you are able to enjoy your experiences here both in and outside 

the classroom.  So, by choosing to study here, wherever your aspirations and passions may lie, Highfields 
will enable you to reach your full potential.

Engineering Education Scheme



The entry criteria for each subject are provided with this prospectus. These are in addition to the generic 

Sixth Form entrance criteria listed below.

• To study A-level courses requires GCSE grade 5 in a minimum of 5 separate subjects.

• To study Applied courses would require GCSE (or equivalent) grade 4 in a minimum of five subjects.  

• Students should have a least a grade 4 in GCSE English and Maths for acceptance into our Sixth Form.

Transition Task

Before students are accepted into our Sixth Form they are required to successfully complete a transition 

task for each subject they have chosen to study, during the summer holidays.  

ENTRY CRITERIA

DRESS CODE

Our dress code is formal clothing that would be suitable in a professional working environment (further 

details provided with this prospectus).  We believe that this sets the correct tone for students in that they 

are working in a school with high expectations and standards of presentation.  Our Sixth Form students 

are expected to set a positive example and be a role model for younger students at the school.

Kaylum McCann 
Year 13 Student

Current studies: Mathematics, Further Mathematics and Physics

Highfields School has provided me with the opportunity to develop my academic 
skills, which have been enhanced by a wide range of enrichment and extra-curricular 

activities.  The support of teachers during lessons, alongside their willingness to give freely 
of their time outside of lessons, has enabled me to develop a passion for my favourite 

subject, Physics, to the point where I am hoping to study it at a top university.  

As a late entrant to Highfields, it did not take long before I felt an integral part of the school and 
its welcoming community (something which, from experience, has shown me is not universal).  

From being encouraged to apply to Oxford, to enrichment opportunities such as the Engineering 
Education Scheme where we could work with active engineers on a real life civil project, Highfields 

has enough opportunities to support the aspirations of any student.  The unique combination of an 
extremely well-resourced school, supportive welfare team and excellent teaching staff has culminated 

in a school I feel lucky to have attended.



Internal Applications

Students currently studying in Year 11 at 

Highfields should complete and return the 

internal application form included with this 

prospectus. The Upper School Team will provide 

support and guidance to students when 

completing this form.

 

• Heads of Department will be asked to sign 

student course choices to assess their initial 

suitability for each option choice.

• Interviews for internal applicants will be 

held in February after we have the results of 

GCSE mock examinations.

• Provisional offers (depending on actual 

GCSE results) will be made to students 

following interviews. All offers of places 

are subject to the entrance criteria being 

successfully met.

External Applications

Students studying at other schools are very 

welcome to apply to join our Sixth Form.  They 

should complete and return the external 

application form included with this prospectus.

• External applicants will be asked to provide 

details of a referee from their current 

school.  On receipt of a suitable reference, 

which indicates that an applicant will meet 

our entrance requirements, they will then 

be interviewed in March/April 2018.

• All offers of places are subject to our entry 

criteria being successfully met.

Please note that final option choices will be 

confirmed in September 2018 following a 

review by the Senior Leadership Team.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE

All students (applying internally and externally) are expected to attend our induction 
programme held in July.
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