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8 June 2017 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
We were delighted to see so many of you at the Year 8 Parents’ Evening on the 18th May and grateful 
for the very positive and constructive feedback that you gave us on how you feel about the HP Stream 
scheme we presented. 
 
For those of you who were not able to join us, a key part of the evening was to outline our plans for the 
provision of an individual HP Stream laptop for every student in Year 8, based upon a Parental 
Contribution Scheme. In summary, the scheme involves the school entering into a three year leasing 
agreement on your behalf to provide each student with a HP Stream laptop for their individual use, both 
at home and in school. Alongside the laptop itself the scheme also includes: 
  

• Accidental damage cover, for the entire three year period  
• A replacement device during any repair period 
• Installation of essential Microsoft Office software that students will need to use on a regular  

basis 
• Installation of anti-virus software to protect the laptop  
• A charger that will be code matched to their individual laptop 
• Connection to the school’s secure WiFi and broadband  
• Access to remote student printing at one of the six print stations within school 
• Individual Office 365 cloud storage 
• Access to all of the school’s online resources at any time, in any place 
 

Students will be expected to have a protective case for their HP Stream device.  This can be their existing 
Stone case or you can provide an alternative. 
 
I am pleased that the overwhelming majority (97%) of parents in attendance agreed to contribute to the 
scheme and support the one to one provision for their children. This resounding endorsement of the 
scheme by parents has allowed the school to proceed with the leasing arrangements and to order the 
HP Streams. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
We strongly believe that every child having access to their own laptop will significantly improve progress, 
both in school and at home. The laptops will be used in almost every lesson across the curriculum and 
allow them to access learning wherever and whenever they want to. We believe, and students tell us, 
that each student having a device over the last few years at Highfields has resulted in more engaging 
and challenging lessons which have, in turn, led to improved student progress and exam outcomes.  It 
has also enabled students to be more independent and take greater responsibility for their learning and 
become more prepared for work in the 21st Century.   
 
To allow us to be able to finance this scheme we ask that parents agree to pay £5 per month per year 
for the next three years or one off payment of £180.  Alternative payment options are listed below and 
on the attached Payment Scheme Form. 
 
We do, however, fully appreciate that as a truly comprehensive school we will have students whose 
families are currently, or may find themselves, in very challenging financial and personal circumstances. 
If this is the case, please do not hesitate to contact Ms Parker through the Lower School Year Office. 
 
Attached with this letter are a number of important documents, which need to be returned to us by 
your child to the Humanities LRC before Friday 23rd June 2017: 
 

• Parent/Carer HP Stream Laptop Agreement 
• Student HP Stream Laptop Agreement  
• HP Stream Laptop Payment Scheme Form 

 
The first of these is the Parent/Carer Agreement document, indicating your support for the scheme and 
your commitment to supporting the lease of the laptop for the three year period. 
 
The second is the Student Agreement. We appreciate the degree of support that you are giving the 
school and it is just as important that the students also appreciate this and take really good care of the 
laptop, using it to its full potential and minimising any damage. This Agreement is their commitment to 
use and care for the laptop in the manner that we would all expect. 
 
The third, and final, document contains further information about the Payment Scheme. These are the 
options available to you: 
 

 Option 1 – A one off payment of £180 to cover the three year period 
Option 2 – 36 monthly payments of £5 by standing order (Parent/Carer to forward standing order 
to bank) 
Option 3 – 36 monthly payments of £5 by standing order (return standing order mandate to 
school) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
We need to receive all replies by Friday 23rd June, at which point we would expect to be in a position 
to hand out the laptops to each student, with the appropriate introductory training. This will include: 
 
• Taking care of the laptop 
• Charging and turning on the laptop 
• Logging on to their personal account in Windows 10 
• Accessing the internet, the school website and Show My Homework 
• Using Office 365 for: 

o Receiving and sending emails 
o Using the calendar 
o Opening and editing a Word document 
o Creating folders in OneDrive 
o Saving and attaching documents 
o Using SharePoint to find school resources 

• Instructions on how to connect to WiFi at home 
 
 
If you have any questions regarding the scheme please do not hesitate to contact Mr Cheetham, Deputy 
Headteacher, Digital Technologies or Ms Parker, Head of Lower School.  Alternatively, you could email 
121@hswv.co.uk. 
 
Could I take this opportunity, once again, to thank you for supporting the scheme. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
G TATE 
HEADTEACHER 
 
 
 


